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Structural analysis



Structural analysis

Non-final and Final forms



Structural analysis

We will see later that some Sino-Tibetan
languages have very complex systems of
structural categories.

Tibetan and Bodo structure can be described
much more easily than Limbu or rGyalrong



Structural analysis

Non-final:

3, &, s, g, ¥=, 5, and many others



Structural analysis

Final:
Simple forms: =, [, S

Complex forms: s, =3g, iy, §ias



Semantic categories

Languages like Bodo and Tibetan which have
structurally simple verbs often have
semantically very complicated meanings

The formal system of Tibetan verb suffixes is
easy to describe, but the meanings are very
difficult to describe



Semantic categories

T/A/M/E

Tense-aspect-modality-evidentiality



Semantic categories

Egophoric |Factual Evidential
Direct Inferential
Perfective | RE N T
Perfect 0N SN ARy
Imperfective |3 NES RN qRRA™ T
Future SIEEY SEaY




Semantic categories

Tense/aspect

HENW T

| see PERF

PRAT BRI 2% 1 3K,
Ni shemma shihou sha-le wo
‘When are you going to kill me?’ (K_¥)




Semantic categories

Tense/aspect

NER WS, &E:'Q'iﬁ'
A AN AN

N :QW R Nﬂﬁ'ﬂ'ﬂl\iﬂ'



Semantic categories

Tense/aspect

NER WS, 645:'21%5'
A AN AN

N :ﬂ R Nﬂﬁ'ﬂ'ql\iﬂ'



Semantic categories

Tense/aspect

Past

2
1l

Nonpast

-y
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Semantic categories

kho phyin-song
he went-?

T A
kho phyin-zhag
he went-?



Semantic categories

=3 5= B 0N

nga-i  nang  bod-la yod

1sg-GEN home Tibet-LoC  exist.PERSONAL
‘My home is in Tibet.

e e IS ol
bod-la g.yag yog.red
Tibet-LOC yak exist.FACTUAL

‘There are yaks in Tibet.

ﬁﬁm. a.a. N2y AR
bod-la mota  mang.po ‘dug
Tibet-LOC auto many exist.DIRECT

‘There are lots of cars in Tibet.



Semantic categories

Modality RIS TE %



Semantic categories

Modality B ST
She is American. b 232 [E A

ne might be American.
ne could be American.
ne should be American.
ne must be American.
ne’ll be American.

n n " MH N



Semantic categories

Modality RIS TE %

She is American. ih A2 E A

She might be American.

Americans often come to this place, maybe
she is one.



Semantic categories

Modality RIS TE %

She is American. ih A2 E A

She could be American.

| don’t see anything about her that tells me
she isn’t American



Semantic categories

Modality RIS TE %

She is American. ih A2 E A

She should be American.

She’s working in the US Embassy, there’s
probably a rule that says only Americans



Semantic categories

Modality RIS TE %

She is American. ih A2 E A

She must be American.



Semantic categories

Modality RIS TE %

She is American. ih A2 E A

She’ll be American.

For all those reasons and more, I’'m
completely sure that she is American. (But |
still don’t know that she is).



Semantic categories

Modality INHNE AT

* English modals: may, might, can, could, will, would, must, should
o HIHIEAN 1A

 There is no such truth-value with respect to occurrence of the
event; what is asserted is instead a specific relation between that
event and the factual world, a set of terms of admission for allowing
it real-world status. (Joos 1964:149)
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Semantic categories

Evidentiality — 7~ulyulg



Semantic categories

Mirativity =W AT %



Semantic categories

Mirativity =W AT %

Examples from Dene, also called Hare, a Native
language of Canada, spoken in the Northwest
Territories, in the Athabaskan (Dene-Yeniseian)
family

i E 1 PR B R1ES IR ILIX




Semantic categories

Mirativity =W AT %

John deshita deya

John FxM Z.pasT

John deshita deya 16

John #RAK 2=, PAST  MIRATIVE



Semantic categories

Mirativity WAL 7

John deshita deya 16
John FRAFK Z=. PAST MIRATIVE

This is not what | expected. (Perhaps | was
supposed to meet him; perhaps he has beenill;
perhaps he usually doesn’t do this; perhaps it is
the wrong season to go out to the bush ...)



Semantic categories

Mirativity =W AT %

sho derehle
FHATFH T

sho derehle [0
Wi TR T




Semantic categories

Mirativity =W AT %

heee, guhde daweda! ch'ifi dach'ida !

Ui A3 L AR N Ak

 'Heey, (he's) sitting up there! The guy is
sitting up there!"

ML (M) SRAREET I AR ALLETR
U TR




Semantic categories
Mirativity  =4/MNobf

deshita  yedaniyie 10
bush smart

'You're smart for the bush!' (l.e. are competent at
bushcraft and good at dealing improvisatorily with
situations that come up in the bush)
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Semantic categories

Egophoric |Factual Evidential
Direct Inferential
Perfective | RE N T
Perfect 0N SN ARy
Imperfective |3 NES RN qRRA™ T
Future SIEEY SEaY




