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Sociolinguistics
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 Sociolinguistics is the study of -
language in social context. A IE{(BARRF
* Sociolinguists includes but is not - .
limited to « BEHSHEXREF
* language and social interaction g
¢ BEX1E

* language variation and change

* discourse analysis N A\
* cross-cultural communication . Eﬁ;ﬁﬁzk
* language and identity EE = ),*

. - BEMEG
* language and dialect contact . BE=FH = Efn
. minor.ity and endangered languages . ’}"EIEF?E% = u&/ﬁﬁﬁﬁég*ﬂ
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Speech Community

* A group of people that share a
common language or dialect

 What are some speech
communities?
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Speech Community 1BEfEX

 Not bounded

- Not monolithic

- Not static

- May never be face-to-face

“Speech communities are groups that
share values and attitudes about
language use, varieties and practices.”
(Speech Communities, Morgan 2014:1)



Peripheries

* Mainstream sociolinguistics has
largely been built on the idea
that there is a center and
peripheries

* The peripheries are defined by

their variation (or deviation) from
the center (or norm).
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Dialect Variation

* Dialects are considered HEWHNAIREEEEHAEH
variations of a standard K
language or dialect

* The standard is determined by
influence or prestige, generally
political, economic, area or age.

* The further the variation is from

the standard, the more Eirag R E a2 RN
peripheral it is.
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Dialect Variation

* Difference in speech based on
* Place variation — 'Dialect’
* Gender variation
* Age variation
e Socio-economic class
* Caste, ethnicity

* An individual may speak more
than one dialect/variation of a
language
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We have feelings about dialects and
variations (1 JHAXN A ERIEFEW

“It don’t matter to me.”
“I might could do that.”




Register - Definition 118, - FEX

* Register is a variety of language used for particular purposes in
particular situations, often based on perceptions of formality and
prescriptive norms of language.

* It is thought that all languages have 5 registers in common.



Register — 5 Levels

Frozen — Formal, does not change
* Wedding vows, ceremonial prayers or

mantras

Formal — the Standard variety
e Speeches, school lectures

Consultative — less formal than standard

employee to employer, doctor to patient

Casual — between friends and
acquaintances

Looser sentence structures, idiomatic or
vernacular word choices

Intimate — between close family and
friends, or partners/spouses

'pet names,' inside jokes
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Register Choice 1B AYZETF

* What register would you use to
[your grandmother, a
newscaster, at a football match,

to a person at a cash register, in
an email to your professor, to
Prof. Atshogs]

* How do we know what register
to use?



Deciding what register to use depends on

B E IR ER

« Audience XTI 8

* relationship between speaker and
listener (age, gender, social
differences)

o

e Situation 78

* Contexts

. I?Iaces, domains lﬁﬁ
* Topic .
* Mode A=

* Spok itt o

poken or written ;Iégjl_j

* Genre

e text, email

* speech, conversation



Register and Fluency

* When you are learning a
language, which register(s) do
you learn?

* How or when do you learn the
others?

* How many registers do you need
to be 'fluent'?



Register and Loss

* Language loss refers to the
changes in a language (sounds,
grammar, lexical items, use)
when it is endangered.

* Which registers do you think are
the most vulnerable to language
loss?



Register and Documentation

* Which registers are typically
found in language
documentation?

* Which are typically not found in
language documentation?

* Which are typically needed the
most for language maintenance?

* What register(s) is needed to
relearn a heritage language?



Majority and Minority Languages

* Majority language
* National or state languages

* Dominant in economics and
education and media

* Considered prestigious — considered
the access to improvement in
economics, education and popular
culture

* Minority language
 Not national and often not state
languages
e Not dominant in economics

e Often considered low prestige or
even backwards



Small Language Communities

* Small language communities

* Small in comparison to the
number of speakers for majority
languages

* Small in their diminished numbers
among those who share a cultural
identity



Stable Bilingualism/Multilingualism
%%I:I_EE/‘J glm =

e A situation in which individuals
and communities maintain their
bilingualism on a long term basis



Transitional Bilingualism/Multilingualism

* A situation in which individuals
gradually abandon their
bilingualism in favor of speaking
a more dominant language

= Language shift (Joshua Fishman
1991)



Language Shift BE X

e Safe — languages is used by all
ages, from children on up

e Unsafe or Threatened — the
language is used by some
children in all domains; it is used
by all children in some domains



Endangered Language Communities
MEIEE X

* Endangered — the language is
used mostly in parent and
grandparent generations on up

* Limited domains
* Limited registers
 Grammatical losses



Sleeping, but not extinct
KEEFNES

* A language is not dead if
* the language exists in any usable form (Hinton 2001; Leonard 2008)

* there is a community that identifies with it and wants to renew it
(Lews & Simons 2010)

photo curtesy of the Myaamia Center



Conditions for Use

o« Three fundamental conditions
for minority languages to be
used (Grin 2003):

 Capacity to use it (achieved
at home or school)

e Opportunity to use it (public
and private domains)

* Desire to choose a particular
language as a means of
communication



Attitudes in languages shift

* Economic and education often
favors majority language, and
parent want their children to
have these advantages

e Ex: US after WWII



Attitudes in languages shift

 Migration and urbanization

* Disconnection with family, culture,
identity
* |deas of backwardness



Attitudes in languages shift

* Prestige of dominant popular
culture

- What are things kids want to do
that you can’t do in your
language?



Attitudes in languages shift

* Understanding attitudes, and
who holds them, helps maintain
or reverse shift

* Examples from language

SUrveys:
- Gender and education in
Chickasaw
« Gender and shiftin X
- Youth and access in Creek



But Bi/Multilingualism is normal and healthy

* Bi/multilingualism has many
cognitive advantages

* Bi-multilingual nations have better
more economic advantages on the
state level, on small business level,
and on the personal income level

e Switzerland attributes 10% of its GDP
to its multilingual heritage.

* Britain is estimated to lose out on the - /= 4F 7
equivalent of 3.5% of its GDP every FABHNES ﬁ_b_jj X 2=
year because of its population’s

relatively poor language skills. (World F
Economic Forum) T
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Changing Attitudes SERIND

* Then why don't we feel this way towards minority, small, and/or
endangered languages?

* Just because they are small, why are they in the periphery?

* Linguistics and Sociolinguistics is changing this perspective, and
looking at minority and small languages as central to their
communities and equal to majority languages for the good of the

whole



Minority Languages and Graduation
DI RBRESMEE

* Research shows that knowledge

_of heritlafie (;angtuhage zzjnd gulture Eﬂ%i@ Eﬂ’ Xjﬁ}tzi%
is correlated with academic — .

success and retention (Hunt, LaLonde, = *D Kﬂ: E"J T ﬁggi
& Rondeau, 2010; Mosley-Howard, et. al, 2016; 7K J'Jj?.;'%'jf, *D{ IéJEIJ $$E ‘i'

Thomas & Collier, 1997)

Photo courtesy of University of Hilo News



Language and Health

* Language is a key in
intergenerational connection
and transmission of knowledge
and values

* Language is facilitator to cultural
involvement, cultural values,
spiritual belonging, identity, and
ultimately wellness.
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Language and Health

* Growing evidence about the
protective, mitigating or buffering
effect of smaII/minoritY community
support, cultural knowledge and
pride, spiritual coping and healing
practices works against the negative
effects of discrimination and
colonialism (Harris-Britt, et.al 2007;
LaFromboise et. al, 2006; Walters &
Simoni, 2002)

Higher minority language knowledge
rates predicted lower prevalence rates
of type 2 diabetes, even after
adjusting for socioeconomic factors.
(Oster et.al 2014)
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Language and Health 1EE 5

* In British Columbia, youth suicide £ A~ 51 Bl EHE J:lf,\ &, EVEH

rates are more than six times lower in
: - (o) E
Indigenous communities where at 50 A’E/JA BRI X E

least 50 percent of the population [ . ,|\¢1E’_i——j 11'|_1,i'H_1,7‘j_/\
speaks the native language. hvd

Ho
* In Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander

communities of Australia, young s ==
people who are learning to speak their E/ﬁj(*” I EQJ?1$ R HITE S Hh
heritage language have lower rates of FHEEEEAMMX, BIEFESEH
binge drinking and illegal drug use

compared to non-learners, as well as a *Etg_l‘ifijl#hh C EI/”%
decreased chance of becoming victims W=y ofk: L2 NIETRFNIEE

of violence. ﬂ&ﬂE’JJ:Mﬁ'J K, MmERA
ZENZREFUNSHEDT




Language and Economics - Cultural Industries

S ML F - e\

* Traditional crafts, art to market

Handmade in Armenia, My Armenia program
USAID and Smithsonian CFCH

Bhutan Weaving



Speaking Occitan with visitors is a way of
communicating “lo paratge e I'lamistat.” More
than sharing or hospitality, it encompasses
concepts of honor, tolerance, and courtesy.
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Traditional Ecological Knowledge (TEK)
ERESER

» TEK is increasingly recognized &SR S ENRTE Xl 4

as complementary to Western + #0558 S I A E H R H0A
science in supporting NEXNEAEFZRIATT
sustainable land and resource
management

* Burning

* Grazing, herding, breeding o PRISE

* Harvesting o FN4L, T=XEE

* Fishing o UeE|
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Preview

* Tomorrow we will look at specific examples of how communities are
maintaining or awakening their languages.
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* We will look at how they are changing internal and external attitudes
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