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The Sino-Tibetan Linguistics Research Methodology Workshop is part of the educational
partnership plan between Nankai University and the Smithsonian Institution. The workshop
invites world-renowned linguists from China and abroad and brings together students
engaged in minority language studies to learn about modern linguistic theory and methods in
order to advance the study of Sino-Tibetan languages and encourage communities in the
conservation and development of their languages.

The workshop curriculum is oriented around classes on the fundamentals of modern
linguistic theory, linguistic field methods, and Sino-Tibetan language research. The core
curriculum centers on practical field research methods, divided into classes on
"morphosyntax investigation and analysis" and "phonetics and phonology investigation and
analysis". Under the guidance of leading experts, students and language teachers worked
together conducting linguistic investigation, documentation, and analysis in class. Other
classes include seminars where experts and students engage in discussions, lectures on expert
topics and student-led salons.

The workshop is a two-year program. One year's training focuses on grammar
investigation and analysis. The other year focuses on phonetics and phonology investigation
and analysis. This year’s theme is on phonetics and phonology investigation and analysis. We
have invited distinguished linguists from both China and abroad, and a native speaker of an
endangered Sino-Tibetan language to work with students from China who engage in minority
language studies. The curriculums cover subjects such as basics of linguistics, International
Phonetic Alphabet and phonetics, experimental phonetics, fundamentals of phonology,
fieldwork methods, culture and narrative documentation, application of linguistic software,
Sino-Tibetan languages, and topics in Sino-Tibetan research.

After consultation among the organizers, the 'Tibetan Linguistics Symposium' is planned
to be held every two years instead of once a year. The fourth symposium is scheduled to be
held at Nankai University in 2020. All the students of the summer workshop will have an
opportunity to participate in this academic gathering. At the same time, we will invite
foremost scholars to give academic lectures to the workshop students in the evening. Due to

the COVID-19 pandemic, this year, the workshop and the symposium will be held online.
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1. Instructors

Scott. DeLancey, professor and the chair of the Department of Linguistics at the University
of Oregon, United States. He is the instructor for Typology of Tibeto-Burman Languages and
Classification & Distribution of Tibeto-Burman Languages. He will also deliver a speech at

the opening ceremony.

Dechok, professor of Qinghai Minzu University. He will give a lecture on the evening of the

18th of August.

Mary S. Linn, professor and curator of Cultural and Linguistic Revitalization at the
Smithsonian Center for Folklife and Cultural Heritage (CFCH). She will be teaching
Language Maintenance, Language Attitudes and Language Use and Language and Culture
Documentation. She will manage the workshop on behalf of the Smithsonian CFCH and

deliver speeches at the opening and closing ceremony.

Guilaume Jacques, professor at the Centre de recherches linguistiques sur I'’Asie orientale

(CRLAO). He will give a lecture on the evening of the 25th of August.

Yeshes Vodgsal Atshogs/Yeshe Vodsal Atsok, professor and director of Nankai University
Sino-Tibetan Languages Research Center. He will be teaching IPA. He will also officiate at

the opening and closing ceremony.

T.Thurston, associate professor in Chinese studies at the University of Leeds. He is the

instructor for Topics in Folklore and Sociolinguistics.

Mingyuan Shao, associate professor at the Department of Chinese, Sun Yat-Sen University.

He will be co-teaching Syntactic Fieldwork with Guru Kyab.

Guru Kyab, lecturer of Minzu University of China. He will be co-teaching Syntactic Fieldwork

with Mingyuan Shao

Nathaniel Sims, Ph.D. candidate at University of California Santa Barbara. He is the
instructor for both Software for Linguistics: Elan & Flex and Topics in Morphology and

Historical Linguistics. He will also work as an interpreter for some English-taught courses.

Guan Xuan, Ph.D. candidate at the University of Oregon. She will be teaching Introduction to

Linguistics, and work as an interpreter for some English-taught courses.

Acknowledgement: previous workshop instructors Prof. You-Jing Lin from Beijing
University and Prof. Katia Chirkova from French Academy of Sciences will meet the students
online and deliver speeches at the closing ceremony.

We highly recommend our students to watch Prof. Guilaume Jacques’s online courses
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comparative Sino-Tibetan Linguistics (https://www.bilibili.com/video/BV1ja4y1]7Ft/) and
comparative Indo-European Linguistics (https://www.bilibili.com/video/BV15f4y1R71t/).
Students will have an opportunity to interact with Prof Guilaume Jacques during the Q&A

session of the lecture on the 25t of August.

2. Requirements for Trainees
» Preparation before Training:
1) Computer with Windows or Mac OS;
2) Recording equipment (external headset);

3) Research paper for student presentation.

» Assignment and Course Completion
1) Regular Grades and assignment: each teacher gives assignment respectively.
2) Courses Completion Grades:
a. Assignment of language survey;
b. Personal lecture notes;
3) Certificate of Completion is based on academic qualification of both regular grades and

course completion grades.

» Language Survey:
1) Trainees will be working on Tseko Dialect with a native speaker in class
2) Trainees form into different groups to engage in interactive investigation with a native

speaker; Trainees can do surveys in and after class.

11



3. Curriculum Schedule

Teaching Arrangement: apart from the opening and closing ceremony and workshop

introduction, there are in total 80 class-hours for regular curriculums and student

presentations. Each class-hour takes 45 minutes, and there are 8 class-hours each day.

Besides, there are 1 evening lecture session and 2 student presentation sessions.

The 5t Sino-Tibetan Language Research Methodology Workshop Timetable I (Aug 17th-Aug 21st)

Time 1 6th 1 7th 1 8th 1 9th zoth 218t
SUN MON TUE WED THUR FRI
Opening Ceremony Topics in
08:30~ (Mary Linn, Scott | Elan & Flex Elan & Flex Elan & Flex Morphology and
10:00 DeLancey, Xiaoyu (N. Sims) (N. Sims) (N. Sims) Historical Linguistics
Zeng, Atshogs) (N. Sims)
Introduction Topics in Topics in
10:20~ Intrpdugthn to . to. . IPA Morph olo.gy and Morphology and
. Linguistics Linguistics Historical S o7
11:50 (Atshogs) R Historical Linguistics
(Xuan Guan) (Xuan Linguistics (N. Sims)
Guan) (N. Sims) '
Lunch Break
. . Introductio Syntactic .
) Reg1strat10n. & Introduction to nto Fieldwork Syntactlc Syntactic Fieldwork
14:00~ online teaching S L . Fieldwork .
Linguistics Linguistics | (Mingyuan Shao . (Mingyuan Shao &
15:30 platform setup (Mingyuan Shao &
and testin (Xuan Guan) (Xuan & Guru Kyab) Guru Kyab)
& Guan) Guru Kyab) ¥
Syntactic .
R . Syntactic
15:50~ IPA IPA ?ﬁf‘“w;‘gng’g{ (M;‘eldgr‘l)ré‘hao Fieldwork
17:20 (Atshogs) (Atshogs) eyu ey (Mingyuan Shao &
Guru Kyab) & Guru Kyab)
Guru Kyab) Y
Dinner
Evening
19:00~ Lecture Student Presentation
21:00 (Prof. Session |
Dechok)
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The 5t Sino-Tibetan Language Research Methodology Workshop Timetable I (Aug 25t-Aug 29th)

Time 22nd_23rd 241]1 25th 26th 27111 28th 29(h
SAT-SUN  MON TUE WED THUR FRI SAT
Language and Morphology Language Typology of Classification &
08:30~ Culture and Historical Attitudes & Tibeto-Burman |Distribution of Tibeto-
10:00 Documentation Linguistics Language Use Languages Burman Languages
(M. Linn) (N. Sims) (M. Linn) (S. DeLancey) (S. DeLancey)
Topics in L .. .
. Morphology and Fopics in FolklorqTopics in FolklordTopics in Folklorg Language
10:20~ L and and and .
Historical A T .. - .. Maintenance
11:50 R Sociolinguistics Bociolinguistics(T| Sociolinguistics .
Linguistics (T. Thurston) Thurston)  |(T. Thurston) (M. Linn)
(N. Sims) ’ ’
The 4 Lunch Break
Tibetan S i i i
. yntactic Syntactic Syntactic .
Linguistics Syntactlc Fieldwork Fieldwork Fieldwork Closing Cer.emony
14:00~ Symposium DAY Fieldwork (Mingyuan |(Mingyuan Shao |(Mingyuan Shao (Mary Linn,
15:30 OFF |(Mingyuan Shao & Sh aiy; gyl(; gyz You-Jing Lin, Katia
Guru Kyab) Guru Kyab) Guru Kyab) Guru Kyab) Chirkova)
Syntactic Syntactic .
Syntactic Fieldwork Fieldwork Fﬁi?(;?;(t)lr(ls(
15:50~ Fieldwork (Mingyuan |(Mingyuan Shao (Mingyuan Shao
17:20 (Mingyuan Shao &|  Shao & & gy;
Guru Kyab) Guru Kyab) Guru Kyab) Guru Kyab)
Dinner
. Evening Lecture Student
19:00~ : .
(Guilaume Presentation
21:00 .
Jacques) Session II
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1. Scott. DeLancey #(i%

Scott DeLancey A3 E I X RSG5 % R FATE, FEMFOHONE SRS RITRIESY, BN
SIS RIEIE S (BBE SR LSRR AL E R R X A % 15 RE1E S - DeLancey #4% 2 Al #1E
RIE T BT SE IR . BREUT TR PE b X SR RS & IR A 73 47, DeLancey 4% L3 1T 54
WAL XA AE, 0% LOm S THEEN, 2. DeLancey 4% 1 IRERH “ EAMNEE” X — &, HE
ISR F TR . 538k, ARIRINE 5K MY SR AR DRI “ A —BEC R R, HET, ik
BT RA B EZRACE I S UM DUEIE 5, JRE N 2 BB E S HE .

2. fEH (qﬁ'aﬁq) IR

B RF I RIRKFAEIR, BB AL R, Figa M AcE 2K, BAEERT 1941 F4T
T . WINMESFRE: 2], RGERE IR, — BB TS, BIE AR TR i
SOCEAE AT T BRI Ttk H AT EER IR SO Ze e By FERE LA, FRy, JEd S # . B
MAEFT S, ARRAE) R SCOOERIR, SRS L L5

3. Mary S. Linn #3%

PUAT 2% AR e 2 RAB M LA 7= 0 (CFCH) SCALANE S E T H it Ao DXL &5 1
(Euchee/Yuchi) A K 5 AT 7RG i K416 5 il b AT 22 6, H AT IEEU) T 90 5 1235 5 K gt
i 14 32 AT T AT R O ORAF A S WG T8 5 ) 8 A R 2R 2 3R, ARSI N 28 & AR F e
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SRS Gt 8 E 5 BT S N (L 48 DUR (Sam Nobel) 4R b7 sE B AR ST i fif D R ANRE R TAE T
14 45, v DURTEYTE “ £ E 355 5 RE” WHEILAN, RN IERAEIFER T “HRodhim 524k b
AEIAEY (2010 - 2014) 7 B “HRoghifir B RA RFFEIEF RIS (2003-2014) 7, FHFFEFIER R
B M A B R D EE S e IE S UMERETTT (CoLang) LA REFF K4 8 Ji UK
BEFEW TRV %4, Linn BRSO TEAERAX RS FIES I, GFEE%MES 2N, B5 R
PLIEHE . BT ECR. BT AR T SCE SRR, o H AT RS S SC s il “ BRI HR
WGBS 45 (SMILE) ” WHAWH M 157 A, [FRE 2 E A AR R A TR SR RS .. E6 OF
PRS2 — P TAE X TE 5 @R AY) (2014) —15, I£5 Jason Baird Jackson A /EH AR T (Yuchi R4
(2013)

4. Guillaume Jacques (JFfEER) #I%

FIFARR, EEEF Y MAIEEN. FEBFTT FOVPOEIE RIE S, GO EDOE. RS, i,
FEORE IR 2 IRTESE . BAh, AR /R X R iR AT FIEEJE1E R 55 TE RIE 5 WA g . fhrgpseE &
PR RALZIN & RFINEZRNBOER), B R E ML TR E T 5 805 5 BHA R S 2B . [
if, fthit 2 Pangloss Collection (—MFFEIPIIGTE S IR R H) KIFEETTRE 2 —. T 2015 3%
FHEERRER S0 (CNRS) #2225 £ BT BT Re PR S A KB B K 525 5] 1 5 52 . 2002-2003
S, e A DY AT ) S B R A, N S B S S MRS T TR AT, JF DA E A I
WL, T 2004 FE RG220 o Ath ¥ 2R E AR5 TR AT 4 48, JGAEARIELE 5 BT 580 (CRLAO)
KT SR - A2 TE S HAF] Cahiers de linguistique -Asie orientale [ 4% —, [FIRHIHAE T 1E
&% (Diachronia) . 155 %5c# (Linguistics Vanguard) LA 40X 3K (Tibeto-Burman Area) 53 415 S

RERRZE.

=1
2y,
=2

5. MEGBEFIH (awdyamarsrday) #HiZ

2003 fERFE IR ICA L5 A, DUERIIT RSB #ER, LS, BT R DORIE BT 7T O
T, PRERKRIESF AR, EXRERKIES T TEERERRL . BNREEHARRAREZA.
FEWT TGS OYTE 5 %k, DUBGE DI R AR BOEESESE, HAEAANRRTIT. FEERRRACUERS
TR 0 “ RIREE R 0 7 i A4 tE A Sk IR UERRRIE « PUR R AILAE 1 SR R “ R g
LR, REANBIE “JR-FT/RERIER” » DUGBTERIE S R 275 BT 7. £ (O ETE S 240
(JCLY »  (hEED) , (RIRESD) . GESIIR) SHWAEE TR GIRELME “HEH &
BNSCHBMES R, “ Al F RS i S50l SR E R GA AR, UL “HrAT)
K REDLIE P S22k S T ) B o (1 5 2 2 2R 2R o
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6. T. Thurston (3 Z L) BI#H%

P 2 ek 2 T IR 28 K o [ 2 PR (R o W 3 9 9 o [ /D B R A G AR ¥ F S Ak
T EEWE TE 2 2 3 DO\ AR LARGETE A 75 /0N o6 B 5 AL 2 5 . AR 7T 32 280 2 ) [ Y
PSR I SIS 7 OR3P AN SCAR W] RFESAE AR o 1207 TE A AR S 2 BAR R A AN T IR BURFHLIG, ARIEAL RN,
AL B AR R e B FH AR ES S BN FeAt A 0 AR 18 ST Ak R PR A AR 5 38 A1 A% AR i [ 1) 2D B R R 35 AN
AL

7. AREAGE BIBER

2014 4EFRRIFFRZE L2080, BUNLR bSO RRIEEE, K “B AR AR %, &
TSR 7 & S RRE I B & . CRERERTREREE) | (U8 AROOEEE
WY L CRITEEBSUERE RAEEATIA) %, f (EFEEEE) . (REED . (EERE) M
CPRROBF ) A FIMIRFIC 10 AR, 2014 43K “FO7 EMBFREIL™ o B 40 B SR Gt E T
HRE R REERE .

8. AN HL

2018 FF3R PR RN A 224, FEIS R AR R BPIEE, BN R DR 5
SR, P ERIRE F e s . BEEPTFTAEOEGE L EIE TS OCIE . FA (R
HOBOSOBSFREDIFL)  GESCHUEPLA TR BRI M s fiE g e ) 45, 78 CSSCI
W) BRI SE 10 RFIRIC, REZREARFEL. ERFMSIN=AE AL &0 H A8 205 H

9. Nathaniel Sims (JEEET)

TP OR 2 S8 e T A R e e N, WF 70 400 2 B oA DY ) 1 b [X /0 B R 35 R s R Ao 6 43 )
T 2016 1 2017 FFAEAR G IT R A PUIEH 777 52 W TAEY B0 . B AT R % AR B R 5 bt =
O HIISEAAEN o 78 GERANE X5 5 52 ) (Linguistics of the Tibeto-Burman Area) , (i 5 %15 5 %) (Language
and Linguistics) , (ELHiMEES )  (Himalayan Linguistics) A (R WAE 5 #4448 (Journal of
the Southeast Asian Linguistics Society) FRFEW L Z 4, HHAWCKTT QEIEBE =T (Bulletin of
the School of Oriental and African Studies) F1 (IEL543%%4)  (Transactions of the Philological Society)
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1. Prof. Scott DeLancey

Scott DeLancey holds the chair of the Department of Linguistics at the University of Oregon, United States.
His work focuses on linguistic typology and historical linguistics of Sino-Tibetan (Trans-Himalayan)
languages, as well as Plateau Penutian languages of the Pacific Northwest region of North America.Dr.
DeLancey pioneered the comparative of Penutian languages. In addition to promoting the description and
analysis of Native languages of the Pacific Northwest, Dr. DeLancey has also dedicated his career to working
with Native communities to document and develop teaching materials and programs from their languages.Dr.
DeLancey has promoted the concept of mirativity as a cross-linguistic grammatical category. Besides, he
argues that it should be possible to reconstruct a verb agreement system for Proto-Sino-Tibetan. He is
currently undertaking field research on several Sino-Tibetan languages of North-Eastern India. Dr. DeLancey

is currently working on a grammar of the Boro language.

2. Prof. Dechok

Dechok is a professor at Qinghai Minzu University, an expert in the field of Tibetan language studies. He
is also the vice president of the Ancient Manuscript Research Association of Qinghai. He was born in Xunhua
County, Qinghai Province in 1941 and received monastic education since young. He has mastered Pancavidya
and dedicated his life to Tibetan language education, making significant contributions to the development of
Tibetan language education and Tibetan traditional syntactic studies. He is currently working on the collation
and annotation of the Tibetan Tripitaka. Besides, he actively promotes Tibetan traditional syntactic

knowledge and shares pedagogical experience on TV and radio.

3. Prof. Mary S. Linn

Mary S. Linn is the curator of Cultural and Linguistic Revitalization at the Smithsonian Center for Folklife
and Cultural Heritage. Linn earned her master’s and doctorate degrees in linguistics from the University of
Kansas where she wrote a grammar of the Euchee (Yuchi) language and is working on a dictionary of the
language. Her main research lies in effective grassroots strategies in severely endangered languages,
including youth motivation and archival strategies. Linn worked at the Sam Noble Oklahoma Museum of
Natural History and the University of Oklahoma Department of Anthropology for 14 years. She was the
founding curator Native American Languages Collections the Sam Noble Museum, where she also initiated
and directed the Oklahoma Breath of Life Workshop (2010-2014), the Oklahoma Native American Youth
Language Fair (2003-2014), and headed up the master’s degree in language revitalization for department.
Linn works actively in language training of Indigenous community members in linguistics and language
documentation, revitalization strategies, language policy, survey methods, and culturally based language
curriculum through the Oklahoma Native Language Association and the Collaborative Language Research
Institute (CoLang), and the 1st Sino-Tibetan Linguistics Summer Institute at Nankai University. She is
currently the director of the Sustaining Minoritized Languages of Europe (SMiLE) research program at the
Center for Folklife and Cultural Heritage, and she is on the steering committee for the National Breath of Life

Archival Institute. Her publications include Living Archives: A Community-based Language Archive Model
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(2014) and contributions in Yuchi Folklore (Jason Baird Jackson, 2013).

4. Professor Guillaume Jacques

Prof. Guillaume Jacques is a French linguist of Breton descent who specializes in the study of Sino-Tibetan
languages, including: Old Chinese, Tangut, Tibetan, Rgyalrongic and Kiranti languages. He also does research
on the Algonquian and Siouan language families; he occasionally publishes about languages of other families,
such as Breton. His case studies in historical phonology are set in the framework of panchronic phonology,
aiming to formulate generalizations about sound change that are independent of any particular language or
language group. He is one of the main contributors to the Pangloss Collection, an open archive of endangered-
language data. He was awarded the CNRS Bronze Medal in 2015. Guillaume Jacques studied linguistics at the
University of Amsterdam and Paris Diderot University. He obtained his doctorate in 2004, with a dissertation
on the phonology and morphology of the Japhug language (one of the Rgyalrongic languages), which was
based on fieldwork carried out in Sichuan, China from 2002-2003. He taught at Paris Descartes University
for four years before taking up a permanent research position at the Centre de recherches linguistiques sur
I'Asie orientale (CRLAO). Guillaume Jacques is one of the Editors of the linguistics journal Cahiers de
linguistique - Asie orientale. He is a member of the editorial board of Diachronica, Linguistics Vanguard, and

Linguistics of the Tibeto-Burman Area.

5. Prof. Yeshe Vodsal Atsok/Yeshes Vodgsal Atshogs

Dr. Atsok holds a Ph.D. in Literature. He is the Director of Sino-Tibetan Languages Research Center of
Nankai University (NKU). He is a governing member of the Chinese Minority Linguistics Associations and an
advisory expert in Ethnic Language Commission under the State Ethnic Affairs Commission. Previously, Dr.
Atsok was a professional artist specializing in Tibetan Buddhist and Folk Sculpture. Now he is a professor at
NKU School of Literature and his research focuses on language contact phenomena, Chinese and Tibetan
historical linguistics, the phonetics and phonology of Tibetan, as well as philosophical epistemology. He is
known for first describing the Tibetan-Chinese mixed language “Dao” language, advancing the analytical
method of “structural emergence from diverging origins”, advancing theories on the structural divergence of
Chinese, Tibetan and neighboring related languages, proposing and arguing for the “Tibeto-Altaic Grammar”,
as well as the fundamental research on Tibetan phonetics and phonology. Dr. Atsok’s work has been published
on several journals, including Journal of Chinese Linguistics, Studies of the Chinese Language, Minority
Languages of China, and Studies in Language and Linguistics. His work has also won considerable public
recognition, including seven Provincial and National awards such as Chinese Collegial Outstanding
Achievements Award for Humanities and Social Sciences (twice) and National Excellent Doctoral Dissertation
of China, as well as the International Association of Chinese Linguistics’s Hashimoto Mantaro Award for

Chinese Historical Phonology, and the Chinese Higher Education Social Science Award.
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6. Associate Prof. Tim Thurston

Tim Thurston is a lecturer (associate professor) in Chinese studies at the University of Leeds. His
research examines ethnic minority oral and expressive childish in China with a focus on Tibet. Previous
research has examined the social and linguistic impact of Tibetan comedy in Amdo. His current research
examines cultural heritage and cultural sustainability in Western China. This research borrows theories from
ecology to analyze and understand how government units, cultural heritage tradition bearers, and
communities can use digital technologies and cultural heritage practices to preserve sustain and preserve

ethnic minority languages and cultures in China.

7. Associate Prof. Mingyuan Shao

Mingyuan Shao, awarded a Ph.D. from Nankai University in 2014, is currently an associate professor in
the Department of Chinese at Zhongshan University, where he was a recipient of Zhongshan University's
"One Hundred People Plan's" Excellent Young Scholar Award. Dr. Shao's primary research areas are Tibetan
dialectology and Tibetan historical linguistics. He has published over ten articles in journals such
as Language and Linguistics, Minority Languages of China, Linguistic Science, and Tibet Research. Some of his
notable publications are "Evidentiality in the Arig Dialect of Amdo Tibetan", "An Account of the Grammar of
the Old Tibetan Texts at Dunhuang", and "Investigative research on Dongna, an endangered Tibetan dialect
of the Hexi Corridor". In 2014, Dr. Shao was awarded the Li Fang-Kuei Field Research Award. He is currently
engaged in a research project, "Tibetan Evidential Systems", supported by a National Social Science

Foundation’s Young Scholar's Grant.

8. Dr. Guru Kyab

Guru Kyab (Geri jiebu) holds a Ph.D. in Tibetan Language and Literature from Minzu University of China.
He studied at Department of East Asian Languages and Civilizations of Harvard University for two years.
Currently, he is a lecturer in the School of Chinese Ethnic Minority Language and Literature of Minzu
University of China. His research focuses on history of Tibetan language, Tibetan dialectology, and textual
linguistics. He has published over ten articles in CSSCI journals in Tibetan, Chinese and English language.
Some of his books are “Morpho-Syntax of Dunhuang Old Tibetan”, “Sentence structure of Classical Tibetan” and
“Tibetan function words in the perspective of Semantic map”. He is a member of the Chinese Minority

Linguistics Association.

9, Nathaniel Sims

Nathaniel Sims is a Ph.D. candidate at University of California Santa Barbara. His work is focused on
community-based linguistics and the documentation and analysis of Himalayan languages of Sichuan. He
taught at the 2016 and 2017 NKU workshops and is currently an independent contractor for the Smith-
sonian Center for Folklife and Cultural Heritage. He has published in Linguistics of the Tibeto-Burman Area,

Language and Linguistics, Himalayan Linguistics, Journal of the Southeast Asian Linguistics Society, and has
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forthcoming articles in Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African Studies and Transactions of the
Philological Society.
10. Xuan Guan

Xuan Guan is a Ph.D. candidate at the University of Oregon. Her research interests are Tibeto-Burman
languages and language documentation. Currently, she is researching Queyu, a TB language spoken in

Western Sichuan.
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The Sino-Tibetan language studies at Nankai University has a long history beginning in the late 1930s
with the work of prominent linguist, Gongwan Xing during his time at the National Southwest United
University (founded as a collaborative effort by Peking University, Tsinghua University and Nankai
University and operated from 1938 until 1946 in the city of Kunming as a way to preserve these three
Eastern-based institutions’ academic and research work during the Second Sino-Japanese War). In 1981,

Sino-Tibetan Linguistics became an accredited Ph.D. major at NKU, and today remains the only accredited
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Minority Linguistics Doctoral major in China.

Gongwan Xing (1914-2004) was an early member of the Historical Linguistics Office at the Chinese
Academy of Sciences (previously, Academia Sinica). He previously studied under one of the legendary
scholars of early linguistics, Fang-Kuei Li. Professor Xing began his teaching career NSUU before moving to
NKU, where he upheld Professor Li’s legacy and continued to pioneer advances in Sino-Tibetan Linguistic
research, in particular the sub-field of Comparative Sino-Dai Linguistics. For their decades-long
collaboration, he and Dr. Li are collectively referred to by the honorific moniker, “The Two Great Marathon
Teachers.” Professor Xing was Vice President of the Chinese Linguistics Society. He was also the first
translator of Noam Chomsky’s Syntactic Structures.

Synchronic description and diachronic development are closely interconnected. So, too, are Chinese
and Minority language research. Nankai University’s contributions to the worldwide study of Sino-Tibetan
languages have been considerable. Other NKU scholars have followed in Professor Xing’s footsteps over the
years. Professors Shuxin Liu, Qingzhu Ma, Feng Shi, Dongxiang Shi, and Bo Hong have continued to expand
NKU'’s strong tradition of Minority Linguistic research. Each has made indispensable scholarly
contributions. At present, the current leader of Sino-Tibetan scientific scholarship at NKU is Dr. Xiaoyu Zeng,
one of the University’s recognized Outstanding Teachers and Director of the Center for Comparative
Linguistics. Professor Zeng has made outstanding research contributions to Chinese phonology, Minority
linguistics, Sino-Tibetan comparative historical research, and language contact. She is a recipient of the
prestigious Wang Li Linguistics Award and the Chinese Higher Education Social Science Award, among
other honors.

Nankai University is proud of its tradition of providing higher-level linguistics education to students
from diverse ethnic backgrounds. Many NKU graduates have been the first member of their minority group
to receive a Ph.D. in linguistics, including students from Tai, Yi, Tibetan, Lahu, Jingpo, Yao, and Li ethnic
groups. Currently, the NKU Minority Languages Program has two linguistics research centers focusing on
description, comparative and historical research, typology, and contact linguistics of Sino-Tibetan languages
and Austronesian languages of Taiwan. The program consists of three associate professors, four Ph.D.
advisors, and five researchers. Recent research has included projects on Yi, Tibetan, Taiwanese Austrone-
sian, the language and writing system of the Shui people, modern and ancient non-Chinese writing systems
of China, and the so-called Huayi Translation System of the Ming and Qing Dynasties. Starting in 2010, the
Minority Linguistics Ph.D. Entrance Exam’s foreign language requirement has been expanded from English,
Russian, German, and Japanese to also include Sanskrit, allowing for an even more inclusive application
process. To date, the program has graduated six Tibetan Ph.Ds. of linguistics and, starting in 2016, has
begun to hold the Sino-Tibetan Language Research Methodology Workshop (STLRMW) and Tibetan

Linguistics Symposium.
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