
CLIFTON CHENIER 
" Louisiana Blues & Zydeco" 
Over 60 Minutes of Classic Zydeco Music 

1. Zydeco Sont Pas Sale 
2. Lafayette Waltz 
3. Louisiana Two Step 
4. Clifton's Waltz 
5. Louisiana Blues 
6. Why Did You Go Last Night 
7. Eh, 'Tite Fille 
8. Banana Man 
9. HotRod 

10. It 's Hard 
11. I Can Look Down at Your 

Woman 
12.1Can' tStand 
13. Monifique 
14. johnny Can 't Dance 
15. I Lost My Baby (In French) 
16. Pepper In My Shoe 
17. Can ' t Go Home No More 
18. Wrap It p Zydeco 

Total time: 6-1:-10 
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Clifton Chenier 

This record brings you the 
popular dance music of the black 
Creoles who live along the Texa~

Louisiana Gulf Coast. They call 
the music " Zydeco" and during 
his life time Clifton Chenier was 
the best and most popular expo
nent of it. The roots o f Zydeco 
reach back into the French o rigins 
of Louisiana Cajun and Creole 
music. As the blues became an in
creasingly important element of 
black popular music in the 1920s 
and 30s, so did the blues 
permeate the Creole music in 
southwest Louisiana. The accor
dion is the lead instrument in 
Zydeco music and the singing is 
usually in Creole French patois, 
especially the older numbers: the 
waltzes, two-steps, and "French' ' 
blues. Clifton Chenier sang the 
more modern selections in English 
yet retained the very unique 
Zydeco sound and Creole phras-

ing. He took the older Creole 
musics he heard as a child, mixed 
them with the contemporary 
black music of his era and in the 
process virtually invented Zydeco. 
He popularized this gumbo like 
no one had ever done before tak
ing it around the world . 

" Zydeco Sont Pas ale;· (Snap
beans Ain ' t Salty) is based on one 
of the oldest Creole tunes and it 
apparentl y gave rise to the term 
" Zydeco" as used today . The ex
act o rigins of the phrase are a bit 
hazy but the title of the old song 
was: " Les Haricots Sonr Pas Sale" 
meaning: " snap beans - not salty" 
and the phonetic spelling of the 
French Les Haricots has become 
Zydeco. Today Zydeco not only 
refers to this musical style but to 
a gumbo-like dish with many in
gredients - just like the music. 
Zydeco abo has a meaning similar 
to the Acadian term .. Fa is-dodo .. 





and refers to an outdoor party/ 
country supper with dancing , 
drinking, eating and good times 
in general. These events have also 
been referred to as " La-Las" and 
Zydeco has been called " La-La 
Music;· and many simply called 
it " French music:· 

Bo rn on a farm near Opelousas, 
La. on June 25 , 192 5, Cli fton 
recalled hearing his father Joseph 
Chenier play accordion at many a 
dance. He would play tunes like 
" Colinda;' two-s teps, waltzes , 
and many of the traditional Acadian 
tunes . Cli fto n grew up helping 
his parents work in the cotton , 
rice, sugar, and corn fields. As far 
back as he could recall , Clifton 
had wanted to be a musician . 
In 1946 he followed his o lder 
brother Cleveland to Lake Charles, 
La. where they bo th got jobs in 
the o il refineries. They began 
play ing occasional music jobs and 
at times made good money in tips 
by playing o utside the refinery 
gate at quitting time for fe llow 

workers on their way home. 
The music Cli fton heard around 

him was mostly traditional 
" French" and he recaHed hearing 
records by Amede Ardoin - " the 
first black man to play blues on 
the accordion ." He also heard 
o thers w ho never recorded : Jesse 
and Zozo Reynolds, Izeb Laza, 
and Sidney Babineaux (Sidney 
Babineaux along w ith several 
o ther early pio neers of zydeco 
can now be heard on ARH CD 
307). Clifton learned many tunes 
from them though he heard o ther 
types of music as well and the 
first piece he recalled playing on 
the accordio n was Joe Liggins' 
" The Honeydripper:· Clifton 's 
uncle Morris " Big" Chenier, who 
played guitar and fiddle and 
operated the Horseshoe Club in 
Lake Charles , was also a strong 
influence on him (ARH CD/C 345). 

In 1947 Clifton and his w ife 
Margaret , who m he had met in 
1945 while working as a cane 
cutter in ew Iberia, went to 

Port Arthur , Texas where he 
worked fo r the Gul f and Texaco 
o il refineries until 1954. On 
weekends he would play music 
at house parties and local jukes 
and dance halls. One day j.R. 
Fulbright , legendary record scout 
and producer of his own label 
from Los Angeles , Cali f., came 
through the area and heard Cli fto n 
play o ut in the country and told 
hi m: " You play too much accor
dion to be in these woods." He 
recorded Cli fto n 's first reco rds at 
KA OK, a Lake Charl es radio station 
(now available on ARH CD 307). 
Although sa les of these antl 
subsequent records were largely 
confined to the Gul f Coast 
region , " It gave me a name" 
as Clifton put it , and in 195 5 

pecialty Records issued " Ay Tee 
Fee" which became a nati onal 
R&B hit and established Cli fto n 
Chenier as a rhythm and blues 
artist througho ut the country. 
Clifton and his band went to Los 
Angeles and played the 5-4 

Ballroom . Later he went o n tour 
with various R & B acts and by 
1956 had become a full -time 
musician . 

(Chris Strachwitz - 1965/ 1990) 
Copy ed iting by Dix Bruce 

Note: Sidney Babineaux, Cli fto n 
Chenier, Willie Green, and many of 
the other earl y pioneers of Zydeco 
can be heard on ARH CD/C .)07 
" Zydeco, The Earl y Yea rs" and 
Arhoolie ARV-40 I " Cifton Chenier: 
The King of Zydeco " lets yo u see 
almost an hour of the King at his 
best! ( 30°0) 

Photo of Lightning Hopkins with 
Clifton Chenier on pages .J and 5 
by Chris Strachwi tz 
Cover by Wayne Pope 
Cover photo by Howard Brai nen 
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CLIFTON CHENIER ~ Louisiana Blues & Zydeco CD-329 

Over 60 Minutes of Classic ZYDECO 
1. Zydeco Sont Pas Sale 
2. Lafayette Waltz 
3. Louisiana Two Step 
4. Clifton's Waltz 
5. Louisiana Blues 
6. Why Did You Go Last Night 
7. Eh, 'Tite Fille 
8. Banana Man 
9.HotRod 

10. It's Hard 
11. I Can Look Down at Your 

Woman 
12. I Can't Stand 
13. Monifique 
14. johnny Can't Dance 
15. I Lost My Baby (In French) 
16. Pepper In My Shoe 
17. Can't Go Home No More 
18. Wrap It Up Zydeco 

Total time: 64:40 
All songs by Clifton Chenier and © by Tradition 
Music Co. (BMI) except #7 published by 
A TV/Venice Music Co. 0 

Clifton Chenier - vocals and accordion; 
Cleveland Chenier- rubboard ; and the Red Hot 
Louisiana Band 

Produced by Chris Strachwitz 
Cover by Wayne Pope 
Cover photo by Howard Brainen 

© &® 1964 , 1965 , 1967, and 1990 by 
Arhoolie Production Inc. 

Cl i fton Chenier (6/2111925 - 12/12/ 1987) was 
the undisputed King of Zydeco, who literall y 
invented the genre. He took Louisiana's rural 
Creole music from the house dances to concert 
halls around the world . Thi · disc contains Clif
ton's first album released in 1965 (Arhoolie 
I 024) as well as the B side of " Black Snake 
Blues" (Arhoolie 1038) plus " Why Did You Go 
Last ight: ' 
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