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EL CORRIDO DE ESEQUIEL HERNANDEZ (La Tragedia De Redford, Texas) 

SANTIAGO )!MENEZ, JR. y SU conj unto 

Segun los reportajes nocicieros fue una 
noche calurosa y lluviosa del 20 de Mayo de 
1997 cuando un miembro (un Chicano de 
California) de una patrulla de los infantes 
de la marina Estadounidense en camuflaje 
mato a un estudiance Norteamericano de 
preparatoria Esequiel Hernandez cerca de 
Redford, TX. Serfa el la primer viccima 
Nortearnericana de los soldados americanos 
llamados a peliar la supuesca "Guerra 
contra drogas". Espe,emos que sea la 
ultima. 

En esa noche del destino Esequiel estaba 
agrupando su rebafio cerca de su casa del 
!ado Tejano del Rio Bravo (tambien 
conocido como el Rio Grande). Cargaba su 
rifle ancfguo como solfa hacer para repelar 
los perms salvajes y ocros animales que 
representaban peligro a sus chivas. No muy 
lejos de ahf una pequefia unidad de fuerte 
armada infances de la marina camuflajados 
en sus trajes ghillie, se oculcaban dencro del 
mezquite y monce abajo. Formaban parte 
de la fuerza armada de dos mil soldados 
enviados a la frontera Mexico 
Escadounidense por nuestro gobierno 

According ro news accounts it was on a 
rainy, hot evening of May 20th, 1997 
when a member (a C hicano from 
California) of a heavily camouflaged US 
Marine patrol shoe and killed the 18 year 
old American high school srudent, 
Esequiel Hernandez near Redford,TX. 
He was to be the first American casualty 
of heavily armed US soldiers enlisted to 
fight the so called "War on Drugs." 
Hopefully, he will also have been the last. 

That fateful evening Esequiel was 
herding his goats not far from his home 
on the Texas side of the Rio Bravo (also 
known as the Rio G rande) . He was 
carrying his old rifle, as usual, to ward off 
wild dogs and other creatures 
endangering his animals. Not far away a 
small detachment of heavily armed US 
Marines camouflaged in ghillie suits were 
hiding among the scraggly brush and 
mesquite. They were part of a 2,000 man 
armed force (to be increased to 10,000) 
sent to the US-Mexican border by our 
American government as the result of a 
dreadful decision made in Washington to 
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Norteamericano como resulcado de una 
decision fatal hecha en Washington de crear 
una "cortina de hierro" - como barrera por 
n uestra fron tera. 

La mayorfa de nosotros nunca hemos 
ohido de crajes ghillie ni claro, hemos visto 
a aiguien con uno puesto. El artista que 
creo la_ portada de este album nos da un 
lacir de como se han de haber visto nuestros 
soldados. El joven Esequiel podrfa haber 
tenido aun una impresion mas mundana de 
las criaturas que habfa detectado 
escondiendose y siguiendolo en el mezquite. 

El diablo es muy real a la genre que por 
generaciones han tratado de apenas 
sobrevivir en esca region calurosa, infertil, 
inospitable y desertica. Segun la leyenda la 
bola enorme de metal que se ubica en una 
esquina en el pueblo cercano de Ojinaga, 
Chihuahua fue traida por el mismo diablo 
y en las fiestas del pueblo los jovenes juegan 
a matar el diablo afuera de la iglesia como 
parte de la celebracion matachine. 

En el recience video documencario de 
Alan Govenar: "El columpio del diablo" 
(Artes Documencarios - 1999 - de 
Arhoolie Records) sobre la cultura y 
tradiciones de esta region, un Senor de 
mayor edad relata de su encuencro con el 

create an "iron curtain"- like barrier along 
our frontier. 

Most of us have never even heard of 
ghillie suits nor, of course, seen anyone 
wearing one. The artist who created the 
cover for chis album gives you an inkling 
of what our soldiers might have looked 
like. Young Esequiel may have had an 
even more other-worldly impression of 
the creatures he may have spotted hiding 
and fo llowing him in the thin brush. 

The Devil is very real to the people who 
for generations have tried to eke out a 
living m this barren, inhospitable, 
infertile, burning hot region. Legend has 
it that the huge metal ball on a street 
corner in nearby Ojinaga, Chihuahua, 
was landed there by the Devil himself and 
at annual fiestas young people play out 
killing the Devil outside the local church 
as part of the matachine celebration. 

\In Alan Govenar's recent video 
documentary film: "THE D EVIL'S SWING" 
(Documentary Arts - 1999 - soon 
available from Arhoolie Records) about 
the culture and tradi tions of this region, 
an older man tells about his encounter 
with the Devil when he was a young man. 
Several native commentators in the same 



diablo cuando era joven. Varios 
comentaristas locales en la misma pelfcula 
expresan su opinion que la region para ellos 
ha sido verdaderamente un "infierno". Aun 
si estos monstruos de traje ghillie no se 
aparecieron como el diablo al joven, muy 
probablemente los vio como unas bestias 
estrafias que jamas habfa enfrentado. Un 
reporte congresional publicado el 12 de 
Noviembre de 1998 encontro falla en la 
invesrigacion de! Departamento de Jusricia 
sobre el incidence. Sin embargo, la muerte 
migica de Esequiel cambio la politica 
nacional. 

Corridos (canci6nes narrarivas) han sido 
popular por siglos por todo Mexico para 
dispersar notidas de eventos actuales, 
historicos o tragedias verdaderas y 
ficticiosas. 

En an6s recien res los corridos mas 
popularws se han tratado de los hechos 
mfticos de los narco trafican res, conocidos 
como narcos corridos. El corrido principal 
de esre album relara la historia de lo 
ocurrido. El viaje de la delegaci6n de 
ciudadanos de Redford, Tx. a Washington, 
D.C. donde juntas con varios miembros de! 
congreso, y en solidaridad con "American 
Friends Service Com mittee" (mejor 
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film express their opinion that the region 
has fo r chem literally been a "burning 
hell." Even if these ghillie suited monsters 
did not appear as the Devil to the young 
high school boy, he may well have looked 
at them as some outlandish beasts he had 
never encountered before. A 
congress ional report publ ished on 
November 12, 1998, was very critical of 
the Justice Department's investigation of 
the incident. Esequiel's tragic death has 
however changed national policy. 

Corridos (narrative ballads) have been 
popular for cenruries throughout grearer 
Mexico to spread the news about 
memorable present or historical events 
and tragedies, both true and fictitious. In 
recent years the most popular corridos 
have been about the often mythical deeds 
of drug traffickers, known as Narco 
Corridos. 

T he fearured corrido on chis album cells 
che true story of what happened. The 
crave! of che delegation of concerned 
citizens from Red fo rd, Texas, to 
Washington, D.C., was facilitated by the 
American Friends Service Committee, a 
Quaker organization, surely one of che 
most remarkable and peace- loving 
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conocidos como los Q uakers, uno de las 
organizaci6nes de paz mas increibles de! 
mundo), resul taron en el reciro de las tropas 
armadas de la frontera. 

EL CoRRIDO DE EsEQUIEL HERNANDEZ 

(La cragedia de Redford, TX) 
por Santiago Jimenez, Jr. 

Voy a cancar un corrido, 
no se les vaya olvidar. 

Esto paso en Redford, Texas, 
quien se lo iba imaginar. 

Afio de mil novecientos 
noventa y siete paso. 

Fue muerro Esequiel Hernandez, 
un marin lo asesino. 

Pues el que lo asesino 
era el joven C lemence, 
soldado de California, 

eso lo dice la gence. 

Cerca de aya el Rio Bravo 
los marines fueron a investigar 

drogas que escaban pasando 
pa' 'delante y para arras. 

Esequiel estaba en su rancho 
procej iendose sus cabras, 
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humanitarian organizations in che world, 
whose meetings with various mem bers of 
Congress resulted in the withdrawal of 
armed troops from the border. 

T H E SoNG OF EsEQUIEL HERNAND EZ 

(The Tragedy of Redford, TX) 
by Santiago Jimenez, Jr. 

I'm going co sing a corrido 
not to be fo rgotten. 
T his happened in Redford, Texas, 
who would've imagined. 

Year of nineteen 
ninety-seven it happened. 
Esequiel H ernandez died, 
murdered by a Marine. 

Well he who murdered him 
was young C lemence, 
a soldier from California, 
that's what people say. 

Near the Rio Bravo 
the Marines went to investigate 
drugs being sent 
back and forth. 

Esequiel was on his ranch 
protecting his goats. 



pues era un buen escudianre, 
cuando le peg6 una bala. 

Pues el govierno no quiso 
aceptar de sus errores, 

dicen que fue un accidence 
entre sus trabajadores. 

La genre de Redford, Texas, 
pa' Washingron fueron a dar 

pa' demandar la justicia 
de este marfn militar. 

Esto ha sido una locura 
de el govierno y militar 

de mandar diez mil soldados 
a que fueran ha matar. 

Un punro nueve millones 
el govierno habia pagado 

a la familia Hernandez 
por el mal que Jes causaron. 

Pues ellos fueron culpables, 
ya supieron la verdad, 

que el govierno y Clemente 
ya no hay responsibilidad. 

Ya con esta me despido, 
si Esequiel Hernandez murfo, 
que Dios lo tenga en el cielo, 

lo llevo en mi coraz6n. 

A good student he was 
when he was hit by a bullet. 

Well the government didn't want 
ro accept their mistakes. 
They say it was an accident 
among their workers. 

The people of Redford , Texas, 
to Washingron they went 
to demand justice 
from this military Marine. 

This has been an insaniry 
for the government and military 
to send ten thousand soldiers 
to go and kill. 

One point nine million 
the government paid 
the Hernandez family 
for the damage they caused. 

Well they were to blame, 
now you know the truth. 
That the government and Clemente 
are free of responsibiliry. 

Now with this I bid you goodbye. 
If Esequiel Hernandez died, 
may God have him in heaven. 
I have him in my heart. 
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Ya les cante esre corrido 
en la hisroria quedara 

el joven Esequiel Hernandez, 
que nunca se borrara. 

La otra hisroria narrativa en este 
album , "EL CO RRIDO DE UN 
BORREGUERO", tambien fue compuesta 
por Santiago Jimenez, Jr., hace unos 
afios como la musica para la pelfcula 
documentaria "A SH EEPH ERDER' S 
HOMECOM ING ("El regreso a casa de un 
pas tor)" por Allen Moore, Loui s 
Werner, Birch Carpenter (distribuido 
po r UC Extenci6n , Centro de los 
Medios, Berkeley, California con voz en 
espafiol por Ricardo Montalban) . Esra 
pelfcula se trata de la experiencia de un 
pastor ambulance, Tomas Ballato, quien 
suefia regresar a su tierra de Michoacan en 
Mexico. El regreso es mftico sin embargo 
porque ~l mundo en su tierra a cambiado 
demasiado aun su regreso. Nunca hay un 
regrezo final . Tomas Ballato trabaja y vive 
actualmente en Las Vegas, Nevada -
jCO nstruyendo picinas! 

Porque los versos de este corrido fueron 
escritos para la secuencia de accuaci6n en 
la pelfcula, han de aparecer fragmentados. 
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I have sung this corrido for you 
the young Esequiel Hernandez, 
in hisrory will remain, 
may it never be erased. 

The other corrido on this album, "EL 
CORRJDO DE UN BORREGUERO" was also 
composed by Santiago Jimenez Jr. a few 
years ago as part of the sound track for the 
documentary film "A SHEEPHERDER'S 
HOMECOMI NG (El regreso de un 
borreguero)" by Allen Moore, Louis Werner, 
and Birch Carpenter (distributed by UC 
Extension Center for Media - Berkeley, Ca. 
- Cat. # 38451) with Spanish language 
voice-over by Ricardo Montalban. The film 
is about the experience of a migrant sheep
herder, Tomas Ballato, who dreams of 
returning from a sheep ranch in eastern 
Nevada to his home in the Mexican state of 
Michoacan. The return , however, is mythical 
- the world back home has changed no 
matter how much he wants to reclaim it. 
There really is no final return. Today Tomas 
Ballato works and lives in Las Vegas, Nevada 
- building swimming pools! 
Because the verses of this corrido were 
written for the action sequences in the 
film , they may appear fragmented. 



EL CORRIDO DE UN BORREGUERO 

(La historia de Tomas Ballato) 
por Santiago Jimenez, Jr. 

Tomas Ballato nacfo 
en Mexico, aya en Hidalgo 

y vino a Estados Unidos 
en busca de un buen trabajo. 

Cuando cruz6 la frontera 
se en con tro con un ranchero 
y lo ofredo un buen rrabajo 

para cuidar los borregos. 

Cuando Tomas fue a la escuela, 
decian los profesores, 

Tomas es buen esrudiante, 
es uno de los mejores. 

Tomas Ballato era un joven 
con mucha suerre en amores. 

Decian que a la profesora 
le daba besos y flores. 

Ella ten/a su novio 
era un teniente valiente. 

Decian que a Tomas Ballato 
lo amenazo con la muerte. 

Otro dia por la mafiana 
se fue por los Dos Laredos 
y aqui en Estados Unidos 

com pro una yegua y dos perros. 
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THE SHEEPHERDER'S SONG 

(The story ofTomas Ballato) 
by Santiago Jimenez, Jr. 

Tomas Ballato was born 
in Mexico, over in Hidalgo, 
and came to the United States 
in search of a good job. 

When he crossed the border 
he met a rancher 
who offered him a good job 
herding the sheep. 

When Tomas went to school 
the teachers said 
he was a good student, 
one of the best. 

Tomas Ballato was a kid 
with a lot of luck and loves. 
It was said he gave his 
teacher kisses and flowers. 

She had a boyfriend, 
he was a brave suitor. 
It was said that he threatened 
Tomas Ballato with death. 

The other day in the morning, 
he left by way of Dos Laredos, 
here in the United States, 
he bought a mare and two dogs. 

La vida de un imigrante 
es de aventuras muy grandes 

Tomas ganaba el dinero 
para mandarle a sus padres. 

Queria volver a su patria 
y ser u_n hombre de bienes 

pas1arse con sus amigos 
y con bonitas mujeres. 

Tomas y Felix, dos hombres 
honrados, rrabajadores. 

Eran como dos hermanos 
de fieles estimacfones. 

Se acordaban de sus tierras 
de sus bonitas canciones. 
Con lagrimas en sus ojos 
pensaban en sus amores. 

Tomas Ballato bajo 
de las montafias y cerros 

y comenz6 la trasquila 
de borregas y borregos. 

Unas cuantas se perdieron , 
en el desierto murieron . 

Otras cuan tas los coyotes 
malditos se las comieron. 

Tomas sabfa protejer 
las crias de sus borregas. 

Las vigilaba muy bien 
por los llanos y laderas. 

The life of a migrant worker 
is of grand adventures. 
Tomas made money 
to send ro his parents. 

He wanted to return to his country 
and be a man of good means, 
step our with his friends 
and with pretty women. 

Tomas and Felix, two men, 
honorable and hardworking. 
They were like two brothers, 
loyal and true. 

They remembered their country, 
their pretty songs. 
With tears in their eyes 
they thought of their loves. 

Tomas Ballato came down 
from the mountains and hills 
to begin shearing 
his ewes and rams. 

Some were lost, 
they died in the desert. 
Others, the damned 
coyotes ate. 

Tomas knew how to protect 
the little lambs. 
He watched them close 
on the flats and hills . 



Con gran carifio mimaba 
muchos de los borreguitos 

porque perdieron sus madres 
y quedaron huerfanitos. 

Ya con esta me despido 
con mi yegua y mis dos perros, 

son mis amigos mas fieles 
porque no son traidoneros. 

Cuando llegue yo a mi tierra 
con regalos y una historfa, 

a mi madre y a mi novia 
yo las rraiba en mi memoria. 

Cuando volvf de regreso, 
volvf a mi lengua materna. 

Nunca olvide mis rafces, 
de mi madre que es tan buena. 

El pretigio de un imigrante 
nunca puede ser de orgullo. 

Fui un sincero borreguero 
para ayudar a los mios. 

Pero en cambio hay muchos otros 
que no encuentran su destino, 

todavia siguen buscando 
una luz en su camino. 

Mi madrecita contenta 
porque al fin ya regrese. 

Volvf a mi tierra querida 
la que nunca olvidare. 

9 

With great love 
he pampered many of the little lambs 
because they had lost their mothers 
and were left orphaned. 

Now with this one I bid you goodbye 
with my mare and two dogs, 
they are my most loyal friends 
because they won't betray me. 

When I arrived back home, 
with gifts and a story, 
my mother and my sweetheart 
I had in my memory. 

When I returned, 
I returned to my mother tongue. 
I never forgot my roots 
or my mother who is so kind. 

The migrant worker's honor 
isn't for boasting. 
I was a simple sheepherder 
to help my own . 

But there are many others 
who don't find their destiny, 
still searching 
for a light in their path. 

My sweet mother, so happy 
that I finally returned, 
I returned to my beloved country 
that I've never forgotten . 

El balance de esta coleccicSn de musica y 
canciones de Santiago Jimenez Jr. se 
completa por algunas de sus mejores 
selecciones en su repertuario extenso y 
maravilloso. Desde la oda sentimental 
"Dros ME NEGO" (tambien conocida coma 
"Madre querida" ) te lleva a bailar polca, la 
popularisima cumbia, un bolero, otra polca 
y por supuesto unas rancheras que te haran 
llorar - finalizando o terminando con la 
alegre "Chiquitita". jBienvenido a la musica 
de Santiago Jimenez, Jr. compositor, 
cantante, y enerjetico musico! 

The balance of this collection of music and 
songs by Santiago Jimenez Jr. is filled with 
some of the best and most heartfelt selections 
in this marvelous musician's large and varied 
repertoire. From the soulful ode to a mother 
"Dros ME N EGO" (also known as "Madre 
querida") he takes you polka dancing, throws 
in a currently popular cumbia, a bolero, 
another great polka and of course a bunch of 
tearful and cheerful rancheras - ending with 
the joyful "Chiquitita!" Welcome to the 
artistry of Santiago Jimenez, Jr. - composer, 
singer, and energetic dance musician! 

Chris Srrachwitz - 3/1999 
(Spanish translations by Hilda Mendez) 

Also available by Santiago Jimenez, Jr.: 

Arhoolie CD/CASS 317 
"EL M ERO, MERO DE SAN ANTON IO" 

Arhoolie CD/CASS 466 
"Purely Instrumental" 

and he appears on: 
Arhooli e CD 104 

" 15 T EX-MEX C ONJUNTO CLASS ICS" 
Arhoolie CD 425 

"CH ULAS FRONTERAS & D EL M ERO C ORAZ6N" 
Arhoolie/Ace CD 528 

"T EX- M EX FI ESTA" 
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This album features EL CORRIDO DE 
ESEQUIEL HERNANDEZ (La Tragedia De 
Redford, Texas) the true story of a real tragedy 
which took place in Redford in May of 1997 
when the young Texas high school student, 
Esequiel Hernandez was killed, by a US Marine, 
while herding his goats. The killing was the 
result of our largely misdirected "War on Drugs" 
under which the US government had sent armed 
troops to the Mexican border. 
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