long play #5015

*PRAYER == Fertility prayer by Indian man and woman
in empty earthen-floored church, Chamula, Mexico

*FESTIVAL== Church bells and Firecrackers before dawn, Ajijic, Mexico

Collected by Sam Eskin



and a festival

Ajijic*, on the shores of
large Lago de Chapala, in
the state of Jalisco, near
Guadalajara is much more
sophisticated than Chamula.
In fact these two
communities are perhaps
extreme examples
representative of the real
Mexico. Fishing and
agriculture are the mainstays
of Ajijic, but the lake is
drying out as did Mexico
City’s lake centuries ago.

A determined attempt is
being made to attract the
American tourist, for as the
lake goes, so goes the
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agrarian economy.

“I was rudely awakened at
three or four in the morning.
The uproar was really
deafening. I reached out
from my bunk and flipped
the tape machine on, set level
and dozed off again. Fifteen
minutes later firecrackers
started going off, and sleep
was no more that night . ..”
Thus speaks Sam Eskin of the
events leading up to the
festival, where he recorded
from a patio near the zocalo
or square. The patio
belonged to a friend of his
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Scorpion Club. \
“Strangely enough,” says X
Sam, “El Escorpton’s patio
was infested with black
widow spiders.”

In Mexico one religious

" g

festival follows closely on

the heels of another. One
never knows at what moment
all heaven will break loose
with church bells,
firecrackers, singing,
mariachis, brass bands.

The entire populace along
with roosters and dogs are
swept on into the contagious
festival spirit. E.C.

*pronounced Ahbechee
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