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ALL DAY SINGIN' 
Louisiana and Smoky Mountain Ballads 

FOLK SONG8 Or THE SMOKY MouNU I N8 

LIKE EVERYONE IN THE UNITED 8TATES, 
THE PEOPLE OF THE GREAT 8MOKY MOUN­
TAIN REGION HAVE A VARIED ANCE8TRY. 
THEIR 8ONG8 ARE rLAVORED WITH A 
HINT or ENGLI8H, 8COTCH AND IRISH 
ORIGIN, rOR THESE MOUNTAIN PEOPLE 
ARE DE8CENDANTS or THE SCOTCH, 
IRI8H AND ENGLI8H WHO SETTLED THI8 
PART or AMERICA. 

P.ltSIC PLAY8 AN I .. ORUNT PART IN 
THE LirE or THE MOUNTAIN PEOPLE. 
NO MATTER HOW HUMBLE, THERE ARE rE. 
Ir ANY, H0UE8 THAT DO NOT HAVE A 
BANJO, GUITAR, riDDLE OR liTHER. 
MANY A MOUNTAINEER OAN BE rOUND 
WHOSE· L 1ST or PI ECE8 IS 80 EXTEN­
SIVE THAT HE OAN MAKE MU81C rOR 
HOUR8 AT A TIME WITHOUT EVER REPEAT­
ING A NUMBER. WHOLE rAMILIE8 MAKE 

·MU8IC, 81 NG AND 'CUT A 8TEP', mOM 
GRANDMA DOWN TO THE 'LEA8T 'UN'. 

::ALL DAY SINCU:,:r "BinDlE" AND "THE 
CHEAT" WERE rOUND BY DONALD LEE MOORE 
OF BREYARD, NORTH CAkOLINA. "THE 
BLACKBIRD AND THE CR~n COLLECTED 
BY MAR8HALL BARTHOLOMEW 18 VERY OLD 
AND HAS RETAINED ITS MODEL SCALE. 

ALL DAY SH~I N' 

ALL DAY 8INGIN' 
8UPPER Ott THE GROUND; 
OLD rOLKS AND YOUNG 'UNS 
GATHERED ROUND. 

EVERY KIND OF VITTLE 
~OU EVER DID SEE; 
OONE A-LONG MARY, 
AND SET IY ME. 

OOME rROU GLOUCESTER 
AND TOXAWAY; 
CONE IN THE MORNIN' 
8T AY ALL DAY. 

BRING A-LONG YOUR FIDDLE 
AND GITTAR TOO; 
OOME A-LONG MARY, 
OIl, COME A-LIlMG, DO. 

BRING YOUR mlED CHICKEN 
AND OHOO'LET CAKE; 
ALL THE BEST FOOD 
YOU OAN MAKE. 

ALL OF THE NEIGHBORS 
you'LL GIT TO SEE; . 
COIlE A-LONG MARY, 
AND 8ET BY ME. 

ALL DAY S.INGIN' 
SUPPER ON THE GROUND} 
OLD f'OLK8 AND YOUNG 'UNS 
/lATHERED ROUND. 

EVERY KIND OF VITTLE 
YOU EVER DID SEE; 
OOllE A-LONG MARY, 
AND aET BY ME. 

lHE CHEAT 

UP IN HORaE-PASTURES 
I USED TO GO OAMPIN', 
ME AND lIlY f'RIENDB or YORE. 

NOI THEY PASS LIKE THEY NEVER KNOIED ME, 
ALL lIlY f'RIEND8 THEY PA88 BY lIlY DOOR. 



ALL..., F'RIENJ)8 THEy .pAaa BY ..., DOOR, 
ALL..., rRIEHDa THEY "AM BY ..., DOOR; 
NOlI THEY "Aaa LI KE THEY NEYER KNOIIED ME, 
ALL..., F'RIENDa THEY pAaS BY ..., DOOR. 

THEY CAUGHT ME CHEATIN' 
AT "OKIR AND 8LAOK-JAOK, 
OAUGHT ME aTEALIN' THEIR CORN. 

NOlI THEY "Aaa LIKE THEY NEYER KNOIIED ME. 
ON, I WlaH I'D NEYER BEEN BORN. 

HOII WISH I'D NEVER BEEN BORN, 
HOII WlaH I'D NEVER BEEN BORN. 
NOlI THEV pAaS LIKE THEY NEYER KNOIIED ME, 
HOII I WIIH I'D NEYER BEEN BORN. 

BIII>IE 

THERE'I OTHERa THAT ARE MUCH MORE 
HANDaClloE, 

AND HAYE riNER OLOTHEa TO WEAR, 
BUT THERE AIN'T ARV GIRL ANY aWEETER, 
THAN BIRDIE WITH THE COAL BLACK HAIR; 

CHORUS I 
..., BIRDIE WITH THE COAL BLACK HAIR. 
..., BIRDIE WITH THE COAL BLACK HAIR. 
THERE AIN'T ARY GIRL ANY aWEETER 
THAN IIRDIE WITH THE COAL BLACK HA'-R. 

IHE'S LITTLE AND LIGHT WHEN IHE DANCES, 
YOU DON'T HARDLY KNOW aHE'a THERE, 
WHEN EYER WE GO TO THE aQUARE DAHOE, 
..., BIRDIE WITH THE OOAL BLAOK HAIR. 

CHORUS 

THERE'S aOME GIRLa CAN CUT A riNE 
riGURE, 

AND SOME THAT MAKE ALL THE MEN STARE, 
BUT THERE AIN'T ARY GIRL ANY SWEETER 
THAN BIRDIE WitH THE COAL BLACK HAIR. 

THE BLACKB I AD AM) THE CR()'I 

BLAOKBIRD SAYS UNTO THE CROll 
THE REASON WHY WE'RE HATED SO; 
EVER SINOE OLD ADAM'S BEEN BORN, 
IT'S BEEN OUR TRAIT TO PULL UP CORN. 

HI, lAYS THE BLACKBIRD SITTING ON A 
CHAIR, 

ONOE I OOURTED A LADV FAIR; 
SHE PROVED FIOKLE AND TURNED HER BACK, 
AND EVER SINCE THEN I'VE DREaaED IN 

BLACK. 

HI, aAVS THE WOODPECKER .ITTING ON A 
rENOE, 

ONOE I OOURTED A HANDa<a« WEHOH; 
aHE PROVED FIOKLE AND F'ROU ME rLED, 
AND EYER alNCE THEN..., HEAD'S BEEN 

RED. 

HI, SAYS THE ROBIN AS AWAY HE FLEW, 
WHEN I WAa A YOUNG ONE I CHOSE TWO; 
IF ONE DIDN'T LOVE ME THE OTHER ONE 

WOULD, 
NOW DON'T YOU THINK..., NOTION'S GOOO. 



Loul81ANA FOLK SONGS (CREOLE) 

FOR THE MAIN PART, LOUl81ANA rOLK 
MU81C 18 CREOLE. CREOLE. F'OLK 8ONG8 
ORIGINATED ON THE PLANTATION8 or THE 
F'RENCH AND SPANI8H COLONI8TS OF' LOUIS­
IANA. THE CREOLE NEGRO LEARNED THE 
F'OREIGN TONGIUES BY EAR, AND ADAPTED 
THE LANGUAGE TO HIS OWN WAY OF' 8PEAK­
ING. THAT LANGUAGE 18 8TILL 8POKEN IN 
MANY PART8 OF' LOUISIANA TODAY; IT IS A 
PATOI8, 80n AND F'ULL OF' F'LAVOR, THAT 
LEND8 1T8ELF' WELL TO THE HAUNT I NGLY 
BEAUTIF'UL OREOLE SONGS. 

ORE OLE F'OLK SONGS F'ALL INTO SIX 
CLAS81F'ICATION8. THE SONGS THAT STEM 
F'ROM DANCE F'ORIA, THE COU"",AI, THE 
OALINDA, THE BAUBOULA, THE ~UBA OR 
NONSENSE DANCE, THE SPANI8H HABANERA 
AND THE QUADRI LLE. THERE 18 THE ONE 
EXOEPTlON, A PURE MARTIAL AIR "EN 
AVANT GRENADIE". THE TEXTS MIGHT BE 
SAID TO BELONG IN SIX CLASSIF'ICATIONS 
ALSO: RIDICULE, ROMANTIC, LULLABY, 
TAUNTI~G, F'OOD AND NARRATIVE. 

TAN PATATE-LA TCHUITE 
(COLLEOTED BY MI~A MONROE) 

THI. 18 ONE OfF THE POPULAR 'BAlIBOULA' 
SONGS OF' NEW ORLEANS. IT IS AN I r.;v I TA­
TION TO ~Olh IN, A PER8UA81VE APPETI­
ZER TO DIr.NER. 

'IiltEN YOUR POTATO'8 DONE IT'S TIllIE TO 
EAT IT. WHETHER IT'8 IN YOUR PAN, 
WHETHER IT'S IN THE EMBERS, EAT IT 
WHEN IT'S DONE, WHEN IT'S CRISP AND 
F'RIED, WHEN IT'S BURNI~G HO''', WHEN Il'S 
BLACK AS COAL, THAT'S THE TIME TO EAT IT 

FAIS DO DO 
(COLLECTED BY CAMILLE NICKERSON) 

'GO TO SLEEP, MOTHER'S BABY CHILD. Ir 
MY IAIY SLEEPS, NO LONG aHEEP WILL 
COME AND EAT HI~, SURE AS YOU'RE BORN. 
GREAT BIG WOLF' WILL EAT HIM WHOLE.' 

EN AVANT GRENADIE 
(COLLECTED BY HEtlRI WEHRMAtIN)) 

"EN AVANT GRENADIE" CONTAINS THE ONLY 
MARTIAL ALLUSION TO BE F'OUND IN 
LOUISIANA CREOLE SONGS. IT 18 STILL 
POPULAR IN LOUISIANA AND IT IS NOT 
OONSIDERED AN UNF'ITTIr.G MELODY TO BE 
USED AS A F'U~IERAL MARCH ON GRAND OCCA­
SICt.l8. 

'rORWARD MARCH, GRENADIERS! HE WHO GETS 
SHOT SHALL GET NO RATIONS. F'ORWARD MARCH, 
HE WHO GETS SHOT, rOR HIM THE WORSE. 
GRENADIERS ARE NOT AF'RAID or DANGER. 
THOSE WHO ARE KILLED, BAD LUCK TO THEM.' 

r.'OO CHER SAB 11\ 
(COLLECTED BY EDNA HOLLAND) 

'MY DEAR F'RIENDS, I WILL TELL YOU THE 
STORY OF' SABIN AND ROSALIE. WHEN LOUIS 
LAlNE.tASSED HER HOU8E HE HEARD 8ABIN 
SAY' WORK, WORK, ROSALIE; SAW WOOD, I 
NEED SHOES, 8HOES THAT I SHALL WEAR TO 
DANCE THE BAMBOULA. AND THE F'ANDANGO. 
BUT WITH ALL HIS BIG TALK, SABIN IS 
RIDICULOUS; HE LOOKS ~UST LIKE A RABBIT 
WHEN HE DANCES. 



Gt£, GLE, SOLINGAIE 
(COLLECTED BY MINA MONROE) 

'J)REAI(UND OPENS HERE, SO SWEEP THE 
DREAMPATH CLEAR. LISTEN WELL, WHAT THE 
TORTOIIE HAl TO TELL. LISTEN, LITTLE 
CHILD, TO THE SONGS OF THE CROCODILE. 
LI8TEN, BABY, OLOIE YOUR EYES, IN THE 
OANEBRAKE THE WILDCAT CRIES.' 
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