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fTIYm the novel and play of the /lame title by LangBUm HughetJ 

TAJ4BDURINESlaGLDRY 
Gospel Songs by Langston Hughes & Jobe Huntley 

Recorded by the Porter Singers 
at Second Canaan Baptist Church in Harlem, October 3, 1958 

Let The Church Say Amen 
Home to God 

I'm Gonna Testify 
When I Touch His Garment 

Tambourines to Glory 
Opening Theme: Choral Humming 

Thank God, I Have the Bible 
Devil, Take Youreelf Away 

Back to the Fold 
As I Go 

Cloeing Theme: Piano and Organ 

...... _-



GOSPEL SONGS AND THEIR SItiGERS 

The small, independent, and often highly 
unorthodox gospel ohurChes that have co_ 
into being in American oities in recent 
years----sometimes in lov-rent store 
fronts, sometimes in the parlors of old. 
brownstones, sometimes in former motion 
picture houses----are, in the opinion of 
Langston Hughes, the last refuge of un­
inhibited Negro folk dnging. Their con­
gregations sing to the glorv of God for 
their own sanctifiaation and everyone is 
tree to elqress hilUalf in his individual 
way through singing, shouting, and tes­
timonials. Their IlUsic stems trOll the 
spirituals and JubUees of long ago-but 
witb a ditferenoe. It borrows frOli the 
s.cular lllUaic of our .times, and is not 
ash~ for church purposes to tr~smute 
the rhythms of the blues and the synoo -
pations of jazz into religious soog. 

Goepel oongregations believe in _king "a 
jO'fful noise unto the Lord." To aid thell 
in this objeotive, whatever instrument. 
their mellbers oan play are utUbed. They 
have introdlmed into the oburoh the gui­
tar, the trW'llpet, the .axophone, the drua, 
aDd the t&lllbourines. They tran.forll at 
will the solelllO pipe organ into an 1nstru­
!lent or livel,. syncopation. They orten 
arise, olal) hands, and mm'e in hapPY' 
rhythm to their lIIWIio. They shout, they 
danoe, theT enjoY religion. 

The gospel ohurohes orten use traditional 
hyMns and old spiritual. in their ser­
vioes. But within the last quarter of a 
OIntury they ha.. also oreated a song 
fara of their own, the gospel song, wh10h 
borrow treely trOll sources old and nev-­
inoluding Jan. Church !aWlic is usually 
fifty years behind worldly 1IlU8ic. But 
Negroes of the gospel sects are not so 
slov. In our own tilll8 thev have quite 
consciously converted "the devil's .asio· 
to the Lord's wa)'8. Gospel songs are not 
folk songs in the anonymous sense. They 
are COl'llposed songs-oontemporary coapo­
sitions in the folk -.nner-and so .. or 
them are written bv highly talented orea­
tor. of religious lID8io like Thomas l. 
Dorse,., Roberta Martin, Edna Gallmon Cook, 
and Theodore I. P'r-,.. Dorsey's beautiful 
"'1'ake My Band, Preoiou. Lord" 1s sung 
today by un,. white as well as oolored 
oongregations, and a nUlllber of his songs 
have achieved wide sheet lIlWIio sale and 
nUllerous recordings. 

SOlIe singers of gospel songs haw gone 
trOll the ohurch to n~tional and int.r­
national fa_, the gr .. t Mah&l.1a Jaokson 
being an outstanding .DIIlple. Sist.r 
Thorpe 11 another. Toda,. groupe 11k. the 
ward Singers and the Davis Sisters fUI 
not only churoh •• , but coliseU!ll!l and eTen 
ball parkl wherewr they sing. The re­
ligious records of Negro singers s.l1 
wid.ly. Varioua radio statione today are 

devoted almost entirely to gos~l singing, 
sustained by comm.rcials between nu~ers. 

Much of the poetry of Langston Hughes, 
lyrioist of these songs, . stems from folk 
sourc.s. MOre than a quarter of & cen­
tury ago his earliest boolca cont&ined 
groupe of poems in the _nner of the 
spirituals and JubU.... One of these 
poell8, as set to lI\18io by Hall Johnson aM 
Toy Harper, "it the F .. t of J.sus" is 
widely ued by chUl"ch Bing .. S and haa 
tormed a part of the repertoire of Marian 
lDderson. RO'J' Harris and William SohUlllann 
haTe s.t to musio tar "'l'he t-rioan Hynm 
Book" religious lyrios bT Langston Hughes. 
The Mew Tork Philharmonio bas performed 
his cantata ot the resurrection, "The 
Glory Around His Bead" and hi. Biblical 
opera WEsther" was oommissioned bv the 
Fr~ P'oundation, th. soares for both of 
the.e works b.ing by Jan Meyerowitz. 

The gospel songs reoorded here, whioh 
Langston Hughes wrote far bis novel and 
play "TaMbourin.s To Glory," grew out of 
his long interest in and his love of tbe 
religious MUsio of th. N.gro people. Job. 
Huntl.y, the compos.r ot these songs, hae 
toured in the South .. a singer with a 
gospel trio, nOlI sings in man,T Harl.m 
ohurches, and tor tbe past deoad. has 
written gospel III1sio. 

Hugb I. Porter, organizer and director ot 
the Porter Singers, 18 in oharge of the 
three ohoirs at the Seoond Canaan Baptist 
Church in Ifew "ork, and allo is its or­
ganist. Rev. Ernest Cook, a leading 
soloist at that obUl"Oh, sometimes preache. 
there, and is afrectionately mO\ln to its 
mellber. .. "Doo" Cook. From th. ohoirs 
of thia ohuroh aleo are Au:drey Ryan, Ellen 
Courts, and Florence Straohan. 

The singing instrumentalists include 
twntr-two :ywar old H&IIpton Carlton, or­
ganist at Mount Zion Tabernaol., who.e 
firat Ion vas born a few hours before 
this reoord was lIIIIde. Guitarist Yvonne 
Cumberbatch is a Harlem teacher of small 
ohUdNn. B.nJ&lId..n Snowd_ is a teenage 
tamboorinist at Bi.hop Brodie's Church ot 
God in Chr1st. G"oepel saxophonist Carl 
MoWUIa- ie a construction worker who 
.ak.s .ueio in off-hours. Th. pianist and 
leader 18 Hugh E. Porter. 

A tounder or The Porter Singars and 
teatured soloist 1s Irneat Cook who sings 
"Home To God," "As I Go," and "Thank God, 
I Have the Bible." Th. soloist tor "Taa­
bour1ne. to Glory," lt1,lben I Touoh His 
Garment," and "Back to the P'old" 18 the 
oomposer, Jobe Huntley. "Devil, Take 
Tour .. lf lway" is sung trOll the piano by 
BUlb I. Porter. Thes. BongS were r.oorded 
by David Hanoook at the New Canaan Baptist 
Church in Harlem on the ewning ot October 
3, 1958. 



SIDE I, Band 11 I'M GeNNl TESTIP'I 

CHORUS; 

I'm gonna teettry\ 
i'. «anna testir7' 
I'. gonna testir". 
Till the day I die. 
I'. «onna tell the truth 
'or the truth don't lie. 
I'. gonna test1tyl 

Sin baa walked this world with me. 
Thank God a-llight1', trom sin I'. treel 
ETtl ldd a Croes .., way. 
Thank God a-rdgbty, it's a braud II8V dayS 

(CHORUS) 

I did not know the atrength I'd rind. 
Thank God a-might,., I'. a gospel lion. 
Things I'V8 seen I oannot keep. 
Thank God a-adgbty, God don't sleept 

(CHORUS) 

SIDE I, Band 21 WHEN I TOUCH HIS GARMENT 

\lhen I go to race lIlY Lord, 
I will race f1lY Lord alone. 
When I walk that starry street 
Up to his Christian throne, 
I will go all bv tn;ft'Ielt, 
Yes, I will go alone----
But when I touoh His garlll8nt, 
He'll claim me tor Hia own. 

CHCRm: 

Oh, when I touch His gar .. nt, 
When I touch His garment~ 
When I touoh Hia garment, 
He vUI olaim .. tor His own. 
I've got to go all by tq8elt, 
I'V8 got to go all alone---­
But when I touoh &is garment, 
He will claim me ror His own. 

Ul the trO'lbbs or this world 
Suoh as weigh me down toda7, 
Ul lIlY heartaches, all f1lY woea 
He will take awa7. 
On the road up to Hie throne, 
I got to go all alone-
But when I touoh His garment, 
He will olaill .. tor His own. 

(CHORm) 

There v1ll be a shover or star •• 
There vUl be a bla.e ot light. 
Ul around ...,. SaTtor' s bead 
, diade. so bright' 
I will se. it trOll afar 
,. I stand there all alone____ 
Por when I touoh His gar.nt, 
He will olaim .. tor Hie own. 

SIDE I, Band 31 lET THE CHURCH SlY AHEN 

When you see SOlll8 sinner 
lAan iniquitY" s dark den 
And turn his reet toward Canaan, 
Just help him to begin. 
Christians, take his hand 
And show hill God'. hie triend. 
Just lead hia on and eq u.n' 

CHORUS I 

Let the church sa,. AlBenl 
lAt the church .. ,. _nl 
When a sinner COlleS to Jesus, 
lAt the churoh sa7 u.nl 

Licker drinking brother 
Drowned in alcohol, 
lAave your e~1' gla.ses 
And hear your Savior' a oall. 
Christians, take his hand 
And show him God' a his triend. 
Just leed him on and say Amenl 

(CHcmUS) 

Listen,I wayward siater, 
Though you have .unk ao low, 
lak and He will waah your 
Sina aa white as snow. 
Christians, take her hand 
And show her God' a her triend. 
Just lead her on and aa7 &menl 

(CHcmm) 

When this world is shattered 
And the atom's had ita da7, 
I've got a home in glory 
Beyond the milky ... ,.. 
Christians, take lIlY' hand 
I S2l! that God's my triend. 
Juat Pl'Il,. tor me and aa,. AlBen' 

(CHORm) 

When some erring daughter 
Sees the error or her wa,.., 
Turns that gospel corner 
And s .. ks the SUD' a bright raY", 
Christians, take her hand 
And show her God's her triend. 
Just lead her on and say Ament 

(CHcmUS) 

U sa.e weary varri.-, 
Battle-scared and torn, 
S.eks the blood ot Jeaua, 
&new he shall be born. 
Christians, take his hand 
tnd show hi. God'. hi. triend. 
.fust l.ad hi. on and say Den\ 

(CHORUS) 
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SIDE I, 1J~ 4s HOME to am 
I'll goiDg to lay down ar;, eoul 
At the toot of th. Croae. 
I'1Il goiDg to tell ..,. Sartor 
.Just what 81n baa oOllt. 
I 'a going to find ..,. SUior. 
I'. goiDg to wbie,.. in Hia .... 
I'. goiag to ten lila, Sartor, 
MT .alvation 1a DUl'S 

QRQRIB. 

Ob, th1e world 
Ru been .., dres.ing rOOll, 
But DOW, at laat, 
Dear LoI'd, I'll OEDI hOM. 
Dow, dCND in tM air. 
too long .,. tMt M",. trod. 
Now, at _t, I'. colD« hOM to 0041 

sml I, BaDtI 5. 'UMBQURIlIES!Q QLOBY 
I 

It YOU''''' got a tubour1n., 
Shake it to the glory or Godl 
Glor:t'l Gloryl G1Cll1'Yl 
Shalt. it to the glory of GodL 

TalllbCNJ'1ne.l 
!ubour1ne.L 'l'allbour1neaL 
'l'&lllbourinee to gloryl 

It' yon've ,ot • pian.o, 
nay it to the glory of GodL 
G10J'7\ 0101')'1 Gloryl 
Play it to the glary ot GodL 

PtaDoL 
'l'&lllbourin .. , 

TUibouriMeL Tallbour1ne.& 
TUibouriD.e to gleryl 

I 

It you' .... got an organ, 
Play it to the glOry of God, 
Gloryl Gloryl GICll1'Yl 
Pla~ it to the glory ot Godt 

OrganL 
PiaDoL 
T&lllbourl •• , 

TubourweL !ubom:01M.1 
TUlbouriM. to glOl'7& 

It JOU' .... got a awet guitar, 
Play it to the glGr7 ot God' 
Gl.ory\ Gloryl Glaryl 
Play it to the glOl"7 of Godl 

Sweet guitar& 
Organl 
Pianot 
T • .,ouriD •• l 

Tubourin •• L T"'our1neel 
Tuboaru.. to alOl"7l 

It }'OU ..... got a hOl"ft to blow, 
Blow it to the clory ot Godl 

HOl"D to bl.' 
SVNt guitar, 
Organ& 
PiaDol 
T&llbour1ne.& 

Tubourtn •• , TubouriM., 
Tubour1n.e to glory, 

It you''''. got two hand. to clap, 
Clap thell to the glary or Godl 
Glor,.l Glory\ Gloryl 
Clap the. to the glory of God 1 

Rande to olapt. 
HOI'll to blowl 
Sweet guitarl 
Orlanl 
Piano I 
TUibourlDM& 

T...,OUl"lM.L T .. bourinHL 
Tubour1ne. to IIOl'7l 

tt YOU''''' got a .001 to .1Dg, 
SlDg it to the glor,. or GOdL 
O1oryS Glory\ GIGl'71 
SlDg it to the gloIT of' Godl 

Song to attlgl 
Ran4. to cla'p! 
HorD to b1_& 
Swe.t guitar, 
OrgaL 
PhDol 
Tubour1ne., 

Tubour1n .. , . !allbour1ne., 
!ubouri.. to 1l0l'7l 

Song to .lng' 
Hull. to olapl 
lIerD to blow& 
Swe.t guitar' 
OrgAlll 
PiaDoi 
Taabour1ne., 

Tuboar1aee' !&llbOlU"hw.l 
'l'ubourine. to glOl'7l 

JOBE ~UNTLEY (THE COMPOSER) 
PHOTO BY GEORGE NORRIS. 



SIDE II, Baud 1. !Hl.lfK GOO, I'VI 
GO'l' '!'HE BIBII 

Thank God, I'Ye got the Bible in ..,. band! 
rhank God, I've got the Bible in ..,. baud' 
Thank God, I 'ft got the BibleL 
Thank God, I'ft cot the Bible.' 
TbaDk God, I'Ye cot the Bible in rq haDI!' 
}1fT IIOther taught • how to read. 
Thank God, .other ta\1lht .. how to re.d. 
ThAnk God, .., IIOther taught .. : 
'!'bank God, ., __ taUlht _, 
Thank Qod, she taught • how to reM. 

Thank God, I read the Bible .. a oh114L 
Thank Qod, I read th. Bibl ... a oh1ld' 
Thank God, I read the Bible' 
Thank God, I rea4 the Biblet 
Thank Qod, I reid the Bibl. &a a ob11dL 

Thank God, the Bible guides ~ litet 
Thank God, I got the Bibl ... IlY guide, 
Thank God, I got tlMl Bible' 
Thank God, I got the Biblet 
Thmk Qod, I got the Bible a8 lIlY guide' 

I know witbout ... Bibl. I would be loatL 
I know vithout .., Bible I would b. loetL 
I know vlthout the Bible, 
I know without th. Bible, 
I know vithout the Bibl. I vould be loetL 

Thank God, I'Ye got the Bible in !By bard, 
'l'banlc God, I'vO) got the Bible in 117 had' 
Thank God, I'ft got the Bible' 
'I'bank Qod, I've cot th. BibleL 
'l'baDk God, I'n got the Bibl. in ., baadL 

SIDI II, Bm! 21 PEVIle. 1m; YOT!RS.Tf WAY 

The devil had a playgrOllDd 
In lIlY heart ODe day. 
He eet up his tents ot dn 
ln4 invited 1118 to play. 
It va. so nioe and calm and cool 
And I plaJed juat like a tool. 
I aaoet lost fir i.ortal soul 
T111 I got that devil told, 

Oevn, devil, talce yourself aw.:rt 
Ye.terc!ay I pla,e4 with you 
But I ain't gonna play today. 
I've ohanged lIlY playgrotmd, 
I've obanged lIlY .,..., 
Changed ....,. habit. 
lD4 I' '" ohupd DIY' da18. 
}1fT t .. t ... mobcnd on the gospel sh ... 
be! I """t IClaDa play no acre. 

I tarn ~ look behind ., 
Thi. 11 .at I .... 
t vorld .full of .inner. 

f JQltt lJJre I WIe4 to b •• 
M,- heart is tw,e4 vith plty, Lor4, 
And I r .. l the need to fn'Y, 
C~ "tab J'OUI' teat. on the gospel •• _ 
And let tIM we14 to b7s 

Devil, devil, l.t your.eU get lost' 
Yesterday, I played 7OQl' ga.e, 
But today I'll be tu bON. 
I gaft I1p balling 
lDd I ,..... up ain, 
Ga... up wbby 
lDd I gave up gin. 
}1fT t • .t are ucher" OIl the g __ ... 
W I ain't IODD& pl.q DO lION. 

DeT1l, deril, take ",..HU aW7\ 
Ye~ I played vith 7011, 
But I ain't gOlUla play to4ay. 
Sin, ain, da, 
Oet behind .. Satel 
SiD, Miat.r Devil, 
I. a thine I'. batin'. 
}1fT t .. t are anabOl'ed f'Cl taw gOlpel .hare 
And I ain't gOJlDa play no ..... 

neril, derll, let youraelt pt Ion. 
Yeeterday I played your ,..., 
But teda... I &II the bOle. 
I plaved the ntlJllber., 
lnd I gabled, too, 
'I'Ul I learned, Mbter Deril, 
I vaa pleasing ,.otl. 
My tHt ar. anchored Oft the gOlpel aere, 
And I aiD't lOnna play DO lION. 

SInE II, Ban4 31 BACI!O mE PQIR 

Baole to the tolcl-
How sat., how lM.l'!l I tMl. 
Baok to the tolcl-
Hie love alone 18 real. 
,arevell, tarewll, dark vor14, 
'arevell, dark VOl'14 or .iD. 
ItTe ~ baok to the told 
lDd flIT Lord baa ~ • iD. 

Baole to the fold--
How .,..ec1ou. are ., God' •• ye. 
Back to the told-
So bright are all • 4&18. 
'arevell, tare\lell, dark lIOI'14, 
Farewell, dark world or aiD. 
I 'ft 00!Ie bas to the tole! 
&Dt! ., Lol"d "aa tabD _ in. 

SIDE II, BmI 41 as I go 

• 
I need SOM rook on *iah to .tad. 
Sa. lI"ound that u not IIh1ttbc MoDIS, 
inc! .0 I ... ., SaTior'. bane! 
1'0 guide • .. I . CO tbroqta tb1a world. 

_!J8i 

u I go, as 110, 
ell, 1 ... , ~ by .. eYe 
11 I go. 
u r go, .. 110, 
Be ., lQi4e as I CO 
~ tid. VGI"14. 

I 

I 

"I 
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Tbe newel "'1'ubou:rines To Glorr' 11 
publisbed by tbe Jobn Dq COIIpey, Nev 
Tork, 1958, oopyrighted by Langston 
Bugh.s. The 'Play of the same title 18 
ooP1l'1chted by Langston Bugbe., 1956. 
!b. songs 1ndl vidually are oopyrighted 
by LaDl8ton Hugb.s aDd Jobe Huntley, 1950, 
1951, 1952, 1954, 1956, 1958. ReproduotlOD 
or th •• e songs In ~y fora for profit Ie 
prohibited .xoept by written perm.81on or 
the authors or th.ir autborised repn­
sent.atiY •• , 

Harold Cber "'.ocate. 
40 But 49 str.et 
lew Tork 17, "v Tork 

PORTER AND COOK' S .tTHE GOSPEL PLANE" 
HEARD EVERY SUNDAY 
MORNING ON W H B I 
NEWARK , N.J. 

HUGH E. PORTER, AT THE PIANO. 
PORTER SINGERS. 
PHOTO BY GEORGE NORRIS. 
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tjAMPTON CARL TO,.). 
\PORTER SINGER$ 
PHOTO BY Gt.ROi ~ORRtS. 
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~oaE HUNTLEY WIT~ PART OF THE CHO~Ue 
\~HE PO~TER TRIO), ERNEST COOK • 

. PHOTO BY GEORGE NORRIS. 
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