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SLIDES -

HERZL: 

MUSIC: 

MUDET: 

HERZL: 

MUSIC: 

HERZL: 

(SLIDE 1) 

Paris, 1895 (SLIDE 4) ... For quite a 
while now I have been struggling with 
an idea of tremendous scope . At 
this point I don't know if it will 
ever be a~ng more than a dream. 
This dream overwhelms me and it 
wants to push my work aside and 
take me over completely. (SLIDE 5) 
It is still too soon to find out if 
anything real can come from my fantasy. 
But it is a remarkable mental creation 
that should be written down. There
fore, I begin this journal ••• which 
someday may prove to be the document 
of a dream. (SLIDE 6). 

I have achieved success as a drama
tist and a free lance writer. The 
"Neue Freie Pressel!, Vienna's leading 
newspaper offered me the post of 
Paris Correspondent I accepted. 

BRIDGE 

Paris, May 1895 (SLIDE 7) 
Here in Paris, the Neue Freie Presse 
assigned me to interview the famous 
novelist, Alphone Daudet. We met 
several times after that and on one 
occasion our talk turned to the subject 
of Jews. 

(POMPUS) M. Herd ... your people have 
brought anti-semitism upon themselves 
••• they are greedy, garrulous and 
grubbing. I, myself, am an anti
semite. (SLIDE 8). 

You have denounced my people, per-
mit me to defend them, at least. Now, 
the current anti-semitism has been 
caused, strangely enough, by the 
recent emancipation of the Jews in 
many countries. The liberals assumed 
that all people can be made equal 
simply by passing a law announcing the 
fact. But you must try to understand, 
M. Daudet, that even though we are 
legally free of the Ghetto ••• we still 
are ghetto Jews. Give us time to 
adjust to your world ••• after all our 
narrow world was caused by the so 
called enlightened nations of Europe. 
You see only the displeasing and per
haps conspicuous traits of a newly 
freed people. Please remember that 
these prisoners were unjustly punished 
by you. (SLIDE 9). 

BRIDGE 
May 30, 1895 
Fourteen days ago I wrote a letter 
to Baron de Hirsch who has concerned 
himself about the Jews in a very 
millionaire fashion .•. and most 
conspicuously. 

BARON: 

HERZL: 

BARON: 

HERZL: 

BARON: 

HERZL: 

BARON: 

HERZL: 

BARON: 

HERZL: 

BARON: 

MlBIC: 

HERZL: 

The Baron has agreed to see me. 
(SLIDE 10). So you are the young 
man who wrote this unusual letter 
asking for a Jewish-political con
versa tion • Now, prec isely what 
does that mean? 

There is one important point in 
the two thousand year history of the 
Jewish exile that I want to bring 
out. In all "those years we have 
never had united political leader
ship. 

What? 

This has been our misfortwe. The 
lack of leadership has done more 
harm than all the perscecutions. If 
we had a united political leader
ship, we could proceed to the 
solution of the Jewish question. 
We could tackle it from all sides 
with a vigorous determined leader
ship. 

What a radical idea. 

But that's what we need. 

I have a different idea. (SLIDE 11) 

Your ideas were based on philanthropy 
••• my idea is based on education and 
idealism. I maintain that the 
principle of philanthropy is mistaken 
••. all you do is create beggars. 
Philanthropy undermines our people. 

It is easy to be a critic. What is 
to be done? 

Jews as a people must be uplifted. 
They must be made strong as for war, 
taught the joy of work, and the 
exercise of virtue. (SLIDE 12). 

No, no, no! I don't wish to improve 
the general level. Jews want too 
much, they have ambition. This is 
where all our troubles come from. 
We have too many brains. I want to 
restrain the Jews from pushing ahead 
••. let them not make progress. Dr. 
Herzl •.• you have the whole thing 
backwards. 

IN AND UNDER 

The Baron (SLIDE 13). and his ideas did 



MUSIC: 

NORDt\U: 

HERZL : 

NORDt\U: 

HERZL: 

NORDt\U: 

HERZL: 

NORDt\U: 

HERZL: 

NORDt\U: 

HERZL: 

MUSIC: 

llERZL: 

have a profoUDd effect on me. His 
arrogance vas the stimulus I needed 
to crystalize my thinking. Three 
weeks have passed •.• three hectic weeks 
of ideas that flowed from my mind like 
a ~nd.1ng stream. These notes are in 
the process of becoming a book which 
Y1ll be called: "The Jewish state". 
Much of what I write is Yild ••• fantastic. 
I must start sorting out my ideas or I 
shall go crazy. (SLIDE 14). 

"The Jewish State" will be the promised 
land, where we can have hooked noses, 
black or red beards, and bandy legs as 
we please. (SLIDE 152. We can live in 
the Jewish state as free men ..• on our 
own soil. God would not have kept us 
alive and separate so long if' we did 
not have a destiny. (SLIDE 16). And 
our destiny is a homeland! (SLIDE 1]). 

BRIDGE, OUTDOOR CAFE MUSIC IN B.G. 

(TEASING) This cafe is indeed honored . 
The eminent correspondent of the Nue 
Frie Presse •.• tell me Dr. Herzl are 
you doing a series of articles on cafes 
for your paper on the virtues of side
Walk cafes of Paris. 

I knew I'd find you here, Max. (SLIDE 
18) • 

And why not! They serve the best beer 
in Vienna . (SERIOUS) Theodore • .• you 
look like you've been wrestling with a 
devil. 

I vant to talk to you about that devil. 

(TRYING TO MAKE A JOKE) Do you wish 
to speak to Nordau the physiciall< or 
Nordau the philosopher? 

Max ••• for weeks I have been plagued 
with the pangs of a vision. I have a 
room full of notes .•. A thousand pieces 
of paper torn from my brain. And all 
these- scribblings Yill be a book. A 
book that I think will solve Jewish 
tragedy. 

How can you solve it with a book? 
What is the tragedy of Jewry? That 
this most conservative of peoples, 
which yearns to root itself' in a 
soil . has had no home for the last 
two thousand years. (SLIDE 19) . 

You understand ..• Max ••. Max, I feel 
that we belong together. 

The philosopher Nordau UDderstands. 
Nov .• • what question have you for 
the physician Nordsu? 

Physician • . • am I a maniac •. . or am 
I a Messiah? 

IN AND UNDER. 

October, 1895 
Being with Nordau vas like a fresh 
drink of cool vater . Although I 
worked as hard as ever I took time 
off to talk to prominent Jews about 
my plan. (SLIDE 20). I unfolded 
some of my thoughts to Dr. Moritz 
Gued.emann, chief rabbi of Vienna. 
He vas impressed and tried to en
list the aid of a Berlin philanthro
pist. • .• I plan to vis! t Londob to 
meet the English writer Israel 
ZangYill. (SLIDE 21) He vas great 
influence with an English organiza
tion "The Maccabeans". 

::.;M:.::lB:;I:.:C~:,--__ ~BR=IDGE= Longon, November 22.. (1895). 

MlBIC: 

In the evening, with the ''Maccabeans''. 
(SLIDE 22). Not much of a dinner but 
a good reception. The Macabbeans are 
educated Jews. After the meal 
Zangwill, the novelist, calls on me ••• 
with a tongue in cheek introduction. 
I speak in German without notes . 
Rabbi Singer translates what I have 
said every time I pause. My speech 
is applauded and the Maccabeans elect 
me !!.Il honorary member . Since I am 
now a member and no longer a guest 
they proceed to tear my speech apart. 
I ~e:f'ute every argument. Their real 
objection as I see it is: English 
patriotism! (SLIDE 23). 

BRIDGE 

;;.;MUSc=I:::;;C:..:;:'--__ ..:.BRIDGE Paris 

NORDt\U: 

HERZL: 

NORDt\U: 

llERZL: 

NORDAU: 

HERZL: 

NORDAU: 

HERZL: 

MUSIC: 

HERZL: 

Welcome back to civilization. 

(COUGHS) London is civilized. 

Not like Paris. Hold still while I 
finish my examination. 

(COUGHING) Max .•. I have to finish my 
pamphlet. 

Finish it in bed. Three days rest is 
prescribed. My friend, the London 
fog has given you a case of 
bronchial catarrah. 

But Max ••• 

Listen to my orders. Atter all, a 
prophet must have heal thy lungs. 

(LAOOHS) What a ludicrous picture ... 
a prophet in a winter overcoat. 
(LAUGHS AND COUGHS) (SLIDE 24). 

BRIDGE 

Dec. 5, 1895 -- the pamphlet is 
finished. What started to be a long 
book has been cut and recut ••• 1 have 
been calm and accurate in all my 
statements and let us hope persuasive. 
Now all I need is a publisher. 
(SLIDE 25)· 

Vienna, December 24, (1895) 
The Berlin Publisher Cronbach, a 
Jew, refuses to publish my pamphlet. 
He does not agree with me. There 
are other publishers. 

January 3 
Perhaps there are no other publishers. 
Two more rejections. I could 
publish it myself! No! If it "sells" 
I would look like a businessman. 
(SLIDE 26). 

::.;MUS=I:.:C:..::'--__ ~BRIOO==E Jan. 19, 1896 

lIERZL: 

At last! A Publisher! Max 
Brei tensteil\' HI;. vas enthusiastic . 
I am beginning to feel the relief 
that comes when a goal is rt=ached. 

February 1, i896 
The final proofs are ready. They al
ready have v1nd of it at (SLIDE 2]). 
the office of the ''Neue Freie Presse" 
1 have a new name. The staff calls 
me ''The Jewish Jules Verne. n 



BENEDIKT: 

HERZL: 

BENEDIKT: 

HERZL: 

Dr. Herzl. •. your pamphlet, even before 
it has been published is making quite 
a stir. 

I know, Herr Benedikt. I have 
received many letters. 

You are one of our most distinguished 
(SLIDE 28) . collaborators. You are 
part and parcel of the Neu Freie 
Presse ... at least don't put your own 
name to the pamphlet. 

That would be useless covardise. 
I realize my position 1s at stake. 
(SLIDE 29). 

MUSIC: BRIDGE V1enna 
==..o.....-------=F;:;e;;::b""ruary= 15, 1896 

HERZL: 

MUSIC: 

HEX:HLER: 

HERZL: 

HEX:HLER: 

HERZL: 

HEX:HLER: 

HERZL: 

MUSIC: 

My Jewish State has really taken hold. 
I have been criticized, exorcised or 
blessed depending upon the po1nt of 
view. Now I must try to implement 
my ideas and the struggle will be 
with the world. I must meet 
officials in high places, and 1n 
order to see them, I must cultivate 
people who can gain me entry . 
(SLIDE 30). 

BRIDGE 

March 16, 1896 

Yesterday I met the Rev. Hechler. 

••• and this map is my work. You 
see we have prepared the ground 
for you. 

Very interesting. 

And here ••. here 1n Bethel. .• you 
see, 1s the site for your new 
Temple . I have chosen Bethel 
1nstead of Jerusalem because it 
is the center of the country. 
Palestine has been my enthus1asm 
for many years and I have long 
believed in the return of' the 
Jews to Zion. What a wonderful 
book you have written. 

Thank you, Reverend. I must put 
myself' 1nto contact with a minis
ter of' state or a prince. Of 
course, the most suitable personage 
would be the German Ka1ser. If 
the world sees I am backed by such 
a personage, the Jews will believe 
1n me. (SLIDE 31). 

Dr. Herzl, it 1s no problem. I am 
ready to put on my coat this 
minute and go to Berlin and speak 
with the emperors pastor._ You 
see, I used to be tutor to the 
Kaiser's Sons and they love me 
and respect me. There is only one 
little thing. You see ... that 1s ... 
I am not a r1ch man... you see ••• 

Ne1ther am I, Reverend, but .• I am 
perfectly wi1l1ng to cover all 
your travel expenses. (SLIDE 32). 

IN AND UNDER 

It comes to several hundred florins. 
I can't afford 1 t • But I am w1ll1ng 
to risk 1 t on the chance of speak1ng 
with the Kaiser. 

March 17, 1896 
Dr. Beck, our old family doctor bas 
emm1ned me. I have weakness of the 
heart. 

March 26, 1896 (SLIDE 33). 

MUSIC: 

MUSIC: 

DUKE: 

HERZL: 

HEX:HLER: 

I am writing to Nordau, I will assign 
him the job of talking to Baron de 
Hirsch . If H1rsch hands over a 
few millions, we can create a 
commotion 1n the press or the world 
and the Sultan of Turkey w1ll then re
ceive me. Perhaps there w1ll be some 
money left to "win fr1ends" in 
Turkey. 

BRIDGE Afternoon 

I began the letter to Nordau yesterday 
and finished it today. Between 
yesterday and today Baron de Hirsch 
died. I found out an hour after I 
had mailed the Nordau letter. I 
telegraphed Nordau. What a strange 
aff'a1r . The pamphlet was finished 
months ago. I sent it to everyone •.• 
except Hirsch. And as soon as I 
dec1de to do so, he dies. (SLIDE 34) . 
His death is a loss. He was the only 
rich Jew who did something for his 
poor brethren. I did not know the 
r1ght way to talk to him. Our cause 
1s poorer today. I had hoped to 
eventuaJ.l.y win Hirsch over . 

Evening (SLIDE 35). 

Telegram from Hechler from 
Karlsruhe: Hard work to make 
my wish prevail. Nevertheless, 
all goes well. Hechler. 

N1ght 
Hechler telegraphed aga1n . Come 
to Karlsruhe. Strange! Baron 
de Hirsch 1s lost to us on the 
day I make contact with a pr1nce. 
(WITH WONDER IN HIS VOICE) The 
Jews have lost H1rsch ... But 
they have me! (SLIDE 36). 

(NERVOUS) Duke will be here 1n a 
moment ••. 

BRIDGE 

(AN OLD MAN OF SEVENTY. CRIPS MILI
TARY) Dr. Herzl... One thing I 

w1ll say: Your people are highly 
intelligent. The kind of' people one 
would want for the founding of your 
state. Tell me how you expect to 
accompl1sh th1s. 

Your h1ghness, what we need is f'or 
a major power to ahoY a favorable 
attitude. Such an attitude would 
endow the "Soc1ety of' Jews" 
(SLIDE 37). with a sort of mandate. 
To make my people respect the move
ment we need recogn1t10n from the 
Great Powers. 

Your highness ••• 1f an exper1enced 
statesman who has helped in the 
creation of the German Empire, a 
statesman whom the Ka1ser respects 
were behind this new enterpr1se, 
1t would make a deep impression. 

Would your Royal Highness permit Dr. 
Herzl to inform a f'ew trustworthy 
men in England that the Grand Duke 
of' Baden has expressed 1nterest'l 



DUlCE: 

HERZL: 

DUlCE: 

MUSIC: 

HERZL: 

MUSIC: 

HERZL: 

MUSIC: 

NEVLINSKI: 

HERZL: 

NEVLINSKI: 

HERZL: 

HERZL: 

MUSI<.;: 

I have DO objection, Dr. Hechler. 
Gentlemen, may I suggest something? 
(SLIDE 38). Why not first settle 
several hundred thousand Jews in 
Palestine over the next few years. 
When that is "fait accompli" then 
ask for recognition. -

I am opposed to sneaking them in. 
The Jews would be acting as rebels 
against the Sultan. I '\/ant to do 
everything with the law. 

I see. (PAUSE) I am pleased with you, 
Dr. Herzl. You are a man of in
tegrity. I would like to see your 
plan come about. It vill be a great 
blessing for many human beings. 

BRIDGE 

Writing a book is complicated -- but 
there is only one person to please 
---yourself. Founding a state is 
much more complicated. I have been 
writing letters trying to explain to 
men such as Rothschild, Nordau, the 
Prime Minister of England, the 
Chassidim in Galacia what we need. 
Turkey is our next step. Nordau has 
gone to London to see Rothschild. 
(SLIDE 39). 

BRIDGE 

May 18, 1896 

Nordau went to Edmond de Rothschild. 
Rothsehild vill not listen. I will 
try to conquor Turkey without 
Rothschild! Constantinople is 
another world and I must play the 
game according to their rules. There 
is a capable young man, Phillip 
Nevlinski, the son of a Polish 
nobleman who we have employed as an 
agent. He is brilliant and erratic. 
He has many contacts, and I vill try 
to convince him to come to Constan
tinople with me. 

BRIDGE 

(HE IS FLIP, BRIGRr AND IMPERTINENT, 
IN TONE) I think we should forget 

the Whole business, Dr . Herzl. The 
present time is all wrong in Constan
tinople . The Sultan Yill not even 
receive you. He has more pressing 
problems. (SLIDE 40). 

We have to make our ovo moments •• . 
force our own issues. I do not know 
what has discouraged you all of a 
sudden. (SLIDE 41). 

Dr. Herzl, I vill speak bluntly. 
You are regarded as a fanatic in 
journalistic circles, among people 
in finance and government. 

The fanatics of the world get things 
done . A year from nov the critics 
will be the worshiping mob. 
(SLIDE 42). 

I am leaving tOnight for Constan
tinople. I have friends and 
relatives there. I vill do what 
I can. I hope that you will join 
us. We need your skill and 
contacts. But, I cannot afford 
not to have an audience with the 
Siiltan. 
June 15, 1956 

I boarded the Orient Express in 
Vienna. Nevlinski go on in 
Budapest (SLIDE 43). and we talked 
the night thi'OUih. 

NEVLINSKI: 

HERZL: 

NEVLINSKI: 

HERZL: 

MUSIC: 

VOICE: 

HERZL: 

HERZL: 

VOICES: 

HERZL: 

NEVLINSKI: 

HERZL: 

NEVLINSKI: 

HERZL: 

MUSIC: 

NEVLINSKI: 

HERZL:Q 

NEVLINSKI: 

MUSIC: 

HERZL: 

MUSIC: 

How much are you prepared to pay 
for PalestineT 

We will raise 20 million Turkish 
pounds to help relieve Turkey's 
financial crisis ••• in return the 
Sul tan will give us a charter for a 
self governing Jewish settlement 
in Palestine. 

Where will you get all that moneyT 

The earth floats in mid-air. Per
haps s1lll1larly I can found and 
stabilize the Jewish State without 
a firm support. This is what I 
hope! 

TRAIN 

(OFF) Sofia, Sofia (SLIDE 44). 

A tremendous crowd bad come to see 
me. Men, Women, Children were 
massed together, Sephardim, Ashkenazim, 
boys and patriarchs. A young boy 
banded me a wreath of roses and carna
tions. Someone delivered a speech 
in German. Someone else read out an 
address in French, and then kissed my 
hand. 

(TEAR CHOKED) Thank you my friends. 
Thank you. 

Lesbonah Haboh B 'Roosholayim! 
(SLIDE 45). 

(TO HIMSELF) Next year in Jerusalem. 

Herr Doktor ••• you must understand how 
complicated the political life in 
Turkey is. In Turkey every official 
is your partner. You have to allow 
for many commissions .•. but never 
make a direct offer. 

I understand. 

Your greatest asset is your press 
card. The Neue Freie Presse ca=ies 
weight in this country and you will 
find yourself admitted in high 
places because you are a co=espondent. 

At last I have heard an optimistic 
remark from the ever pessimistic 
Nevlinski. (SLIDE 46). 

Waiter, a t.alf bottle of Champagne. 

That's a bad sign, Nevlinski. 

It's all off! The .sultan said to me: 
If Mr. Herzl is yodr friend advise 
him to stop now. I cannot sell a foot 
of land. (SLIDE 47). It belongs to 
my people. Let the Jews save their 
money. The Turkish people ovo the 
Turkish Empire. I am only their 
Sultan. 

TlIIKISH 

The words of the Sultan, an end to all 
my hopes. (SLIDE 48). 

BRIDGE 

June 30, 1896 



HERZL: 

VOICE: 

MUSIC: 

HERZL: 

MUSIC: 

On the yay back ••• ill Sofia, members of 
the Zionist Association met me at tbe 
station. Sensation throughout the 
town. I requested that a parade be 
dispensed nth. Hundreds were awaiting 
me at the synB80gue. I stood before the 
Holy Ark. (SLIDE 49). I hesitated for a 
moment. I did not knov boY to face the 
Congregation. I did not want to turn 
my back to the ~~. 

(OF~', REVERENT) Dr. Henl ••• you may 
turn your back to the Ark. Your 
work is holy. 

BRIDGE (SLIDE 50). 

July 4, 1896 
I have word from the Sultan on what 
he vants •• the next thing is to 
raise at least two million pounds 
so that we may begin doing business 
nth Turkey. I am €ping to London. 
I think perhaps the Maccabean 
Society and some of the rich Jevs 
there v1l1 help. (SLIDE 51) 

BRIDGE 

HERZL: July 19, 1896 
I fineJ.ly met the great Edmond de 
Rothschild. He is against my 
program and he let me knov it. 
After five minutes I lost my 
manners (TO ROTHSCHILD) You do not 
knov what it is about. Let me 
explain it to you first. 

ROTI!SCHILD: (FIlmCH AND SFtJrrERY) What ••• you 
••• 'What •• you interrupted me •• I .•• 

HERZL: If you nll permit me Baron? You 
see ••• basically all I nsh to do is 
set up a big colony. I have already 
secured certain pledges from the 
Sul tan of Turkey. 

ROTHSCHILD: I do not believe in Turkish promises. 
And, my dear Dr., even if I did 
I would not put as much as a bent 
souz in your undertaking. Once you 
start a project such as you outline 
•.• hov nll you stop the influx of 
the masses into Palestine. At the 
beginning one hundred and fifty 
thousand shnorrers would pour in 
and they would expect me to feed 
them. -

HERZL: I have a suspiCion that the people 
v1lling to settle Palestine v1l1 have 
too much pride to take your alms. 
They nll feed themselves. 

ROTI!SCHILD: I cannot undertake such a responsi
bllity ••• there nll be incidents ••• 

HERZL: Is'nt anti-semitism one continuous 
unfortunate incident? Baron Edmonde 
de Rothschild ••• I wanted to hand over 
the direction of the whole enter
prise to you, the philanthropic 
ZiOnist, and eliminate myself. You 

MtBIC: are not w1.lling -- I have done my 
share. 
July 19, Evening (SLIDE 52). 
I feel that Edmond is a decent, good
natured, faint-hearted fellov. This 
man controls the fate of millions. 
I w1.ll not let my ideas be stopped. 
I w1.ll go to the people (SLIDE 53). 
The day of single banded charity is 
over ••• i t 's the people 'Who w1.ll 
create ' their own funds. After 
thousanda of years of sllence the 
people are about to speak. 

END REEL I 

LIPPl!:: 

LIPPE: 

SOUND: 

LIPPE: 

SOUND: 

HERZL: 

SOUND: 

HERZL: 

SOUND: 

HERZL: 

HERZL: 

Basle, August 28, 1895 (SLIDE 54). 
Tonight is the eve of the first 
Zionist Congress. I am at this 
moment at the point of exhaustion .•• 
on the edge of complete breakdown. 
Perhaps I v1l1 try to sleep for a 
little bit. (SLIDE 55). If I 
close my eyes I can see how the hall 
w1.ll look tomorro'W. The long green 
table on the dais, nth the elevated 
seat of the President, the platform 
draped in green, tables for the 
stenographers and the press. 
(SLIDE 56). All the delegates w1.ll 
be in full dress to, heighten the 
pitch of solemnity. As I have 
planned it •• there w1.ll be three 
taps of the gavel and Dr. Lippe of 
Jassy, the oldest member of our 
committee 'Will be called upon. 
(SLIDE 57). 

(OLD, EKlTION lADEN VOICE) Brouch atah 
adoshem melech haolom, sheh 
heChyeeonu, V'keymavuo, V'hegeyawnu 
lazman 'hazeh ••• Blessed Art Thou 0 
Lord, vbo has kept us in life and 
permitted us to take part in this 
day. 

I should like to introduce Dr. 
Theodor Herzl. (SLIDE 58). 

APPLAtBE DROWNS our Im'ROD~ION 

(TRYS TO TAIK OVER APPLAUSE) 
• •• a man 'Who ••• a man who ••• 
Delegates to the first Zionist 
Congress .• our leader Dr. Herzl. 

PROLONGED APPLAtBE. 

Fello'W delegates ••. we are 
gathered here to lay the founda
tion of a building f!LIDE 59)· 
'Which w1.ll one day use the 
entire Jensh people •.• 

APPLAtBE 

Zionism has already, even before 
this Congress, brought together 
Je'Ws who are ultra modern and 
Jews vIlo are ultra conservative •.• 
(SLIDE 60). this proves that Jews 
have a national basis for working 
together. Zionism is a return to 
Jenshness even before it is a 
return to a Jensh land. 

APPLAtBE. 

This Congress w1.ll provide for it's 
own continuance. (SLIDE 61). What 
we nll found here 'Will be an agency 
stronger than any individual .•• 
free from the ambitions and vhims 
that plague human beings. (SLIDE 62). 
That vhich an individual says or 
writes may pass unnoticed ••• but 
that vhich issues from this Congress 
shall speak nth unity to every Jew 
in every }llAce. 

Basel, Morning of August 30, 1897. 
(SLIDE 63). 

The story of what happened yester-

} 
} 



1 
.1 

MUlIC: 

MLSIC: 

KAISER: 

HERZL: 

KAISER: 

BERZL: 

KAISER: 

BULOW: 

KAISER: 

a.ay "I8'6eing written in -l)1glie!l4= 
lines. I was calm amid the emo
tion that carged the hall yester
day. For one moment I was shaken . 
After I was elected President, I 
went to the platform and on the 
desk I found a letter from my 
young son, Hans, the first letter 
he has ever written. I was 
extremely touched and I wrote 
illDllediately to my w11'e and children. 
This was the first sentiment I 
permitted myself in the two years 
since the movement began! 

BRIDGE 

If I am to sum up the Basle Congress 
in a phrase - which I shall be 
very careful not to use in public -
then it is this: In Basle I 
established the Jewish state. _ If 
I were to say that aloud today, 
universal laughter would be the 
response. (SLIDE 64) - Perhaps in 
five years, certainly in fifty, 
everybody will recognize it. 

UP AND UNDER 

September 2, 1898 (SLIDE 65). 
What a year this has been .•. the 
second Zionist Congress is now 
history. We have established the 
Jewish Colonial Trust. A month 
of talking to Gel'llBn officials has 
worked! Prince Eulenberg has 
wri tten me a letter, the gist of 
which is a command from the Kaiser 
to meet him either in Constan
tinople or in Jerusalem. (SLIDE 
§ As a deputation I am taking 
David Wolffsohn a merchant, Max 
Bodenheimer a lawyer and the 
engineer Josef Seifner and the 
physiCian Dr . Moses Schnirer. 
We will all meet in the Turkish 
capital on October 15. 

I am every happy at the honor 
your (SLIDE 67). Majesty has 
conferred on me. 

(DRY GERMANIC VOICE. SOME HLMOR 
IN IT) Sit down Dr. Herzl and tell 

me what you have in mind for your 
people. 

I had in mind the f ormation of 
a land company to buy acerage in 
Palestine so that we could send 
colonists there. I was hoping 
that your Majesty would see fit to 
make the colony a Germn protectorate. 

I am familiar with your Zionist 
movement, Dr . Herzl. Frankly .• . 
there are elements among your 
people whom it 'WOuld be a good 
thing to move to Palestine. 

Every group of people has a few 
bad citizens ••• but I'm certain 
that the overwhelming majority of 
Jews in Germany are loyal subject 
of your Majesty. 

Perhaps you are right. And of 
course if I offer my protection I'm 
sure that your peopie would be won 
over to the idea of the land 
company. And what about you Bulow? 

And let us hope they will be grateful 
for it. 

Dr. Herzl •.• tell me in a word what 
I am to ask of the Sultan. 

HERZL: 

KAISER: 

MUSIC: 

BERZL: 

HERZL: 

MUSIC: 

HERZL: 

A Chartered company under German 
protection. 

I understand. And when we meet in 
Jerusalem .let us have some formal 
lI.~tement! ~SLIDE 68). 

A great day •.• a day that will be
long to posterity. The Kaiser is 
going to Jerusalem on a religious 
pilgrimage. I shall go to 
Palestine too, with my deputation. 
I hope to talk to him there, again. 

October ~, 1898. 
Rishon-le-Zion, Palestine. (SLIDE 69) 
It's name means the first to Zion. 
This is one of eighteen tiny 
colonies •• none of them legal. .• none 
of them self-supporting . We docked 
at Jaffa yesterday. We approached 
the land of our fathers with mingled 
feelings: Sentiment, fear and hope . 
The heat is terrible--first to Mikveh 
Israel . . . an excellent agricultural 
training school. (SLIDE 70). 
Decoration over the gate in honor of 
the Kaiser. He will pass by 
tomorrow on his way to Jerusalem. I 
plan to try to have His Majesty in
spect the school. 

From Mikveh Israel we went to Rishon
le-Zion. (SLIDE 71) . But despite 
it's fame it is only a poor little 
setUement. 

I spoke to the physician of the 
colony. He told me the truth: Fever! 
Fever everywhere. Large-scale 
drainage operations and the elimina
tion of swamps can make the country 
usable. It will cost millions but 
will create a land •.. A state. (SLIDE 72) • 
From the colony of Rehovot, a caval-
cade came galloping toward us: about 
twenty young men singing Hebrew songs. 
Wolffsohn, Schnirer, Bodenheimer, 
the men who came with me, and I had 
tears in our eyes when we saW' those 
wonderful horsemen . (SLIDE 73). 
This proves that the young of the 
ghetto can be transformed. It re-
minded me of the cOllboys of the 
American Far West. 

November 2, 1898, Jerusalem. 
We drove in burning noonday (SLIDE 74). 
heat to the Kaiser's camp. The 
Kaiser awaited us •• • grey colonial 
uniform •.• veiled helmet on his head .•• 
brown gloves. I bowed. I read. my 
statement: This is the land of our 
fathers, a land sui ted to coloniza
tion and cultivation. Your Majesty 
has seen the land. It cries out for 
men to come and build it. (SLIDE 75). 

We believe this enterprise to be such 
an excellent one, so worthy ot the 
participation ot the most magnan1D!Ous 
spirits, that we bespeak for it the 
high help ot Your Imperlal. Majesty. 

BRIDGE 

The German neva bureau has issued a 
dispatch: 



VOICE: 

HERZL: 

MUSIC: 

HERZL: 

VANBERY: 

HERZL: 

VANBERY: 

MUSIC: 

HERZL: 

MUSIC: 

VANBERY: 

MUSIC: 

SULTAN: 

HERZL: 

SULTAN: 

HERZL: 

SUL'mN: 

HERZL: 

SULTAN: 

~ 

BBRZL: 

Jeruaalem, Nove 2. Kaiser WUhelm 
received a Jewish deputation. 
Rep~ng to an address by the 
leader of the deputation, Kaiser 
WUhelm slid that his interest could 
be relied upon in efforts at further
ing the velfare of the Turkish 
Empire, through the improvement 
of Agriculture in Palestine, with a 
complete respect for the sovereignty 
of the Sultan. 

As colorless a statement as possible. 
My companions are depressed. I have 
a feeling that the Kaiser has bowed out. 

June 15, 1900 (SLIDE 76) 
I read a news report thAt Professor 
Anninius Vanbery has been s\.lllllOOned 
to see the Sultan. I vent to talk 
to him. When I explained our plan 
and what we wanted--he said: 

(OLD MAN) I'm 75 years old. If I 
help you, it's for the sake of the 
cause •.• after all ..• I want to help 
the people I left •.• 

Would you go to Constantinople and 
see the Sultan on my behalf? 

I don't know why I listen to you. 
At my age I am undertaking an 
idealistic mission. 1'111 leaving 
for Constantinople tonight. 
May 2. (SLIDE 77). 
Today 11m 41 years old. It is alJoost 
six years since I started the move
ment which has made me old and poor. 

June 21, 1900 
Yesterday, I had an attack of brain 
anemia. Everything grew blurred. 
Went home to rest. The doctor told 
me to take three days' rest. Who 
can afford a luxury like that? 

Telegram to Dr. Theodore Herzl •.• 
The Sultan will receive you. He 
recognizes that you e:-e Chief of the 
Jews. Signed Vanbery. (SLIDE 78). 

(A THIN PIPING VOICE. ORImrAL ACCENT) 
My good Dr. Herzl ••• you have a plan 
•.• a proposal that involves your 
people •• what do you have in mind. 

My plan would rel.1eve Turkey of it's 
tremendous publ.1c debt •.• a debt tlat 
your majesty knows saps the 
vitality of your empire. 

(SHARP) What do you think you can 
do about itt 

Our plan is simple. Many of our 
supporters are rich and influential 
men. In exchange for your majesty's 
support of the idea of the return 
of the Jew to Palestine, (SLIDE ru. these men will issue bonds and 

proceeds will help liquify the 
the pressures you have. Your many 
debts will become one debt which we 
shall aSllume. 

I see... I see ••• and how soon can 
we proceed to un:11'y our publ.1c debt? 

It your majesty would penni t me to 
announce your support for a Jewish 
homel and in Palestine then I could 
talJt with some of my people. 

(SUDDENLY COLD) I think for a first 
meeting we have discussed enough. 
Good day, Dr. Herz!. (SLIDE 80) 

It is nearly six months s1nce I have 
seen the Sultan. The money hungry 
off1cials around. him have put me 

off •• tr1cked me •• and 19nored me. I 
w1ll try to play the game as long as 
I can .•• but I feel that the Turks 
are using me to manipulate 
financeers of other countr1es. I 
don't think the Sultan will ever help. 
I have spent a year trying the most 
reckless schemes imaginable. 
Nothing bas worked. I am a famous 
man and aging fast. (SLIDE 81). 
I have just finished my new book; 

MUSIC: Altneuland--old new land. It is 
a novel that shows life in Palestine 
twenty years from today ••. a wonderful, 
modem Jewish state in all it's glory 

•. a new form of society that will be 
model for all nations. 

Oct. 23, 1902 
I met the great Joe (SLIDE 82). 
••. Joseph Chamberlin •.• he of the 
inscrutable face and the famous 
monocle. He used to be a manufac
turer in Birmingham ••. now he is 

MUSIC: colonial secretary to the British 
Empire. 

HERZL: And so Mr. Chamberlin I negotiated 
with the Sultan. But you know how 
Turkish negotiations are ••• inter
minable. Now, I have time to 
negotiate .•• but my people hall not. 
Where they are not starving they 
are being beaten. We are in a 
hurry, Mr. Secretary. 

CHAMBERLIN: (VERY BRITISH) I presume, you did 
not come all the way to London to 
tell me tlat Jews are not treated 
well. 

HERZL: Of course not. We cannot get 
Palestine at the moment. We need 
territory in the area. The British 
empire is so large that perhaps 
we could get Cyprus, El Arish and 
the Sinai Peninsula on which to 
establish a self governing colonly. 

CHAMBERLIN: Cyprus is not to be considered ••• 
the situa17.!.on there is very com
plicated. Where is this El Arish? 

(SLIDE 83 J 

HERZL: (FADING OFF A LITTLE) Right here ••. 
on this big map on your vall .•. 
it's near Egypt ••• 

CHAMBERLIN: I can't imagine the ic;lea being 
popular with the Egyptians. 

HERZL: We have no intention of going to 
Egypt. (PAWE) We have been 
there. Sir, n Arish and the 
Sinai Peninsula consist of arid 
empty land •.• 

CHAMBERLIN: Then what could you possibly want 
it for? 

BBRZL: I want an assemblage point for the 
Jewish people ••• close to Palestine. 
Would you be favorable towards a 
Jewish colony on the Sinai Peninsula? 

CBAMBBRLIlI: Dr. Herzl--I bave something for 
you •.• in Africa ••• good climate for 
Europeans ••• you could raise ~ 



and cotton. U only you dido' t 
want to be near Palestine. 

HERZL: We want to be in Palestine. 

CHAMBERLIN: The area I'm ref'erring to is called 
Uganda ••• :look into it one of' these 
days, Dr ••• look into it. 

MUSIC: IN AND UNDER April 1903 

HERZL: The worst has happened . (SLIDE 84). 

MUSIC: 

They have massacared, God alone 
knows, how many Jews in Kishinev, 
Russia. Rape, pillage murder
legally sanctioned. I am f'rantic 
trying ••. I cannot let it go on. 

I am !!ping to Russia! 
I have met with Plehve. (SLIDE 85) ,. 
The lion in his den. He indicated! 
that Russia would be delighted to see 
Jews 1m1grate, on a one way basis. 
(SLIDE 86). He doesn't care where 
they go . • . as long as it is out 
of' Russia. He hinted that they 
might intervene with the Sultan if he 
could be sure our activity was for 
exit only. It's a tremendous planet 
we live on--and no place open f'or a Jew. 

(SLIDE 87) 

BEN JACOB: You are enjoying your dinner, Dr . 
Herzl? 

HERZL: I cannot swallow a bite ••. 

BEN JACOB: I hope nothing is wrong with the 
food .•. 

HERZL: The food is wonderful, Jacob ••• it 
is just that my throat is constricted 
with tears. Since I arrived in Vilna 
I have wanted to cry ••• delegations .•. 
gifts. . the multitude s on the street 
who called my name and pressed for
ward to touch me •• (SLIDE 881. 
tlOse young people standing outside 
the window singing Hebrew songs .•. 

JACOB: They came of their own accord ••• 
just to see you sit at the table ••• 
they live in Vilna •• i t took them 
two hours to walk here •.• 

SOUND: HEBREW SONGS OOT 

HERZL: No more, please. I will not be able 
to hold back the tears if you say 
anything else. 

JACOB: (PROJD::TING) My friends •.• 1 think we 
are all of us happy to be here to 
greet Dr. Theodore Herzl. • • but 
I am the happiest because our guest 
is under my own roof. I drink to 
his health and his long life . 

VOICES: GIASSES 

YOUNG VOICE: Those who stand outside the window 
propose a toast, also. 

VOICES: 

May we all see the day when Dr. 
Theodore Herzl reign over 
Palestine. 

To King Herzl. •• King Herzl. •• 

MUSIC: 

HERZL: 

HERZL: 

SOUND: 

HERZL: 

SOUND: 

HERZL: 

VOICES: 

HERZL: 

VOICES: 

HERZL: 

NORDA.U: 

HERZL: 

NORDA.U: 

BAD AND LONELY 

They want to make me King ••• and I 
cannot help them even a little bit. 
The picture of' those brave young 
men at the window made a vivid 
tragic image. Then ••• in true 
Russian style, (SLIDE 89). tragedy 
was piled on top of tragedy. It 
was one o'clock in the morning ... 
as I went toward the railroad 
station the streets were lined with 
Jews .•. 

As we neared the ra1.lroad. station, 
the crowd filled every inch of the 
street. Suddenly, the police appeared, 
clubs in hand (SLIDE 90). and without 
warning began to break up the crowd. 

CROWD EFFECT UP FOR A BIT. BHOl1.rING 
VOICES 

The Russian police were completely 
efficient and completely brutal •.• 
The sight of \/Omen and old men 
being beaten is not easily borne. 
What I saw in Vilna is breaking the 
little that is left of my heart. 
The plight of the Jews in Russia 
is now bearable ••. something must be 
done. 

TREMENDOlS APPLAlSE I CHEERS. 
fSLIDE 91) 
PROJFX:TING) Delegates to the Sixth 

Zionist Congress. I have had negotia
tions with the British Foreign Office 
during the last year. They have 
offered us a tract of land in 
British Africa .. uganda, it is called. 
In the light of what has happened 
in Russia and what is happening all 
over Europe I would like this Con
gress to consider the British 
proposal. (SLIDE 92). 

No •• Zion only • • • Jerusalem •.• 

The Jewish people have no other final 
goal than Palestine. Our views on 
the land of our fathers remain 
unalterable. But the British offer 
could be a temporary refuge ••• a sort 
of Nachtasyl. .• a Night Shelter for 
our homeless and frightened people. 
I ask that a committee be appointed 
to investigate Uganda as an 
auxillary colonization. (SLIDE 93). 

BOOS I JEERS, WHISTLES. MUSIC IN BIG 
AND THEN SOFT 

(BROKEN) They jeered at me, Nordau, they 
jeered and whistled. 

Half an hour ago any man in the Con
gress wow.d have given his life for 
you ••• most of the delegates from 
Eastern Europe .•• are in one of the 
side rooms •. They have taken their 
shoes off •• they have torn their 
"oats ... they are sitting on the 
floor. (SLIDE 94)' 
Max ••• no more. 

They are sitting shivah .•. they are 
mourning their dead... Their hope 
for a state of' their own is dead ••. 
their aspirations f'or dignity ••• 
dead ••• they are mourning grand
children yet to come who will live 
in the same miserable ghettos that 
they do. 



HERZL: 

NORDAU: 

HERZL: 

NORDAU: 

MUSIC: 

HERZL: 

You are right •.• the movement is 
split right down the middle. 
All over! 

Theo ••. do you remember nine 
years ago ••• you came to me red 
eyed, shaking, confused ..• to tell 
me about your idea? 

Was it only nine years ago? 

You had a single purpose then and 
that purpose has not changed. 

My friends •. please do not turn 
your heads a_y .•. please .•• look 
at me .. listen to me for one 
moment (SLIDE 95). 

Ilm Eshkavchach Yerushalyim, 
tishcach yimini .•. If I forget 
thee Jerusalem •.• may my right 
hand vi ther . 

MUSIC: UP 

HERZL: 

MUSIC: 

VOICE: 

NORDAU: 

MUSIC: 

VOICE: 

May 1, 1904 (SLIDE 96) 
(OLD VOICE) I do not sleep. My 
heart grows steadily worse. 
The Uganda affair has broken 
me. I have tried to continue my 
work. I have spoken to the 
King of Italy and to Pope Pius 
the Tenth. They are friendly 
to the Jews but not to the idea 
of a Jevish homeland. 

May 2 
I am forty-four years old today. I 
have never felt worse. 

BRIDGE 

Telegram for you Dr. Nordau. 
(SLIDE 91). 

(SOUND OF ENVELOPE) Theodore 
Herzl died this afternoon, July 
third, 1904. Signed Dr. Werner. 
(TO H1M3ELF) (SLIDE 98). 
Not even M:>ses was permitted to 
enter the Promised Land. 

IN AND UNDER 

•.. and this is my last vill and 
testament. (SLIDE 99). To my 
beloved wife and dear children 
I leave all my wordly goods and 
to the Jevish people I leave the 
freedom that vill come from 
living in their own land. 
I leave to the Jevish people the 
heartaches, the sweat, the 
struggle that vill inevitably be 
theirs in years to come ... but I 
also leave a promise: It shall 
come to pass. (SLIDE 100). 

MUSIC: 

Bury me in Vienna next to my 
father •.• until the day that the 
Jevish (SLIDE 101). people 

carry my remains to Palestine 
Entomb me high on a mountain. 
I enjOin the Jevish people to be
lieve in our success .•. for in 
Zionism there (SLIDE 102). is 
contained not only the striving 
for a homeland ... but a striving 
for spiritual and moral perfection 
that will be a light .to all the 
nations. 
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