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Biography: Max Ferguson ( Rawhide)

Announcer-comedian Max Ferguson is a
native of Durham, England, the son of Irish
parents, But he has lived most of his life in
London, Ontario, where he graduated from
the University of Western Ontario in 1946, In
the summer holidays he had played with a
radio stock company in London and neighbour-
ing districts. Practically from infancy he
had wanted to be a teacher, but his family and
teachers discouraged him from this idea.

After graduation he went to station CFPL,
London, as an announcer, A few months
later he joined the CBC and went to Halifax,
where he found himself the sole heir to a
hill-billy show,

After the first show -- After Breakfast Break-
down -- an old character called Rawhide drew
the unprecedented number of 3, 000 fan letters,
and they kept coming in at that rate day after
day. Rawhide, who turned out to be Max, was
bewildered, but happy. And his show has
been a howling success ever since,

TAPE TWO, A:
Sherlock Holmes

He describes Rawhide as a westerner with a
shady background, age unknown. Max is a
man of many voices, an art he has been
practising since he used to mimic his teachers
in school, During the show as many as
fourteen different characters, all interpreted
by him, turn up at once on Rawhide's show,
between recordings of hill-billy, cowboy and
semi-classical tunes, His repertoire in-
cludes about two dozen voices.

Max was transferred to the CBC's Toronto
studios in 1949, but his love of the Maritimes
was very strong. He spent most of his sum-
mer holidays on Canada's east coast, and
finally moved back to Halifax in August 1954,

A highlight of his program is his take-off on
different CBC shows, in which he acts all the
parts himself, in voices ranging from soprano
to bass, and with tongue-in-cheek abandon,

Max is married to a cute little red-head - the
former Norma Fraser of Wolfville - whom he
met in Halifax, They have three children,

""The Case of the Speckled

Band'.
The only explanation to be offered for the
shocking way in which poor Sherlock comes off
at the hands of the Rawhide boys is that, all
through his brilliant career, Holmes was al-
ways right, This places him in the same cate-
gory as Ma Perkins -- the true kiss of death
as far as Rawhide's boys are concerned,
Holmes' shattered prestige throughout the dra-
ma is finally salvaged in the rather poignant
epilogue spoken by the most notorious adver-
sary ever encountered by Holmes -- the Irish
footpad, Moriarity. In the rich, soft brogue
of his native Ireland, this notorious renegade
offers this tribute to Holmes..... .. "Oive
been chased by de pullace of every country in
the world, but oi've got to admit ... be he ever
so humble, sure dere's no pullace like Holmes,



TAPE TWO, B:

Canadian Scene ""Operation Kate'.

In the finest tradition of CBC Outside Broad-
casts, Marvin Mellobell brings us a word pic-
ture of one of the Canadian army's largest
training schemes in the far north, The pur-
pose of the scheme, involving 15,000 men, is
to test the worth of Kate Aitken's latest cook-
book which she is hoping to sell to the Cana-
dian government entitled,... ''25 Wonderful
Things You Can Do With Snow. " ‘The actual
voices of paratroopers in the field are heard
not to mention a dear old soul of 90 who drifts
down onto the Arctic waste hurling imprecations
at TCA's service and the rude stewardess with
the handle-bar moustache who pushed her out
when all she wanted to do was visit her sister
in Winnipeg.

TAPE ONE, A:

'""Le College Des Homme s De Garbage''.

In this on the spot interview Roving Reporter,
Marvin Mellobell, offers a report on this ex-
citing new institution dedicated to raising the
standards of garbage collecting, The only
school of its kind in the world, this non-denom-
inational institution offers to the fledgling gar-
bage student a two year course leading to his
BGC -- Bachelor of Garbage Collecting,
Courses in the history of garbage collecting
from pre-Renaissance days, self-defence a-
gainst children and dogs, correct dress and
general deportment are offered to the under-
graduate. By applying the rudiments of ballet
to the art of garbage collecting, the school is
able to bring out in its students an awareness
of the inherent grace and beauty to be found

in this much under-estimated vocation,

TAPE ONE, B:

""Visit to Santa's Workshop'',

In one of the most unusual radio broadcasts
ever attempted, Roving Reporter, Marvin
Mellobell, takes us behind the scenes at

Santa's workshop -- heretofore unseen by the
eyes of man or Kate Aitken, We meet the ador-
able little elves and learn of their problems, we
learn the secret of Santa's perpetual joviality,
The only disconcerting aspect of the entire in-
terview is Santa's annoying habit of bursting in-
to his merry ''oh-ho-ho's" each time the intre-
pid Mellobell attempts to sneak in a eulogy of
the CBC. On such occasions, the listener can
almost detect a snide quality to the old fellow's
usually merry laughter,
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