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Biography: Max Ferguson (Rawhide)

Max Ferguson is a native of Durham, England,
the son of Irish parents. He grew up in
London, Ontario, where he graduated from the
University of Western Ontario in 1946.
Practically from infancy he had wanted to be a
teacher, but his family and teachers dis-
couraged him from this idea.

After graduation he went to station CFPL,
London, as an announcer. A few months later
he joined the CBC and went to Halifax, as
announcer, where he was forced to do a hill-
billy show. Gradually he developed his
characters and used them in skits between
records - mainly to help each long 1/2 hour
of cowboy music pass by. He adopted the
name Rawhide in those early days and dis-
guised the voice to hide from friends that he
was stuck on a cowboy show. After 2 years
of mystery a photo of ''old Rawhide' was
offered by CBC Halifax. The 10,000 letters
which resulted were like a bomb-shell to Max
who had assumed only a handful followed the
show.

He describes Rawhide as a westerner with a
shady background, age unknown. Max is a

man of many voices, an art he has been
practising since he used to mimic his teachers
in school. During the show as many as
fourteen different characters, all interpreted
by him, turn up at once on Rawhide's show. On
music nights he plays ethnic recordings of the
world's music.

Max was transferred to the CBC's Toronto
studios in 1949, but his love of the Maritimes
was very strong. He spent most of his
summer holidays on Canada's east coast, and
finally moved back to Halifax in August 1954.
In the Fall of 1958 he returned to Toronto to
originate the Rawhide show from there and
also act as host on the CBC's interview TV
show tabloid 5 nights a week. A highlight of
his program is his take-off on different CBC
shows, in which he acts all the parts himself,
in voices ranging from soprano to bass, and
with tongue-in-cheek abandon.

Max is married to the former Norma Fraser
of Wolfville, N.S. whom he met in Halifax.
They have 5 children and a Newfoundland dog.



ALSO BY RAWHIDE

FS3862 (FP86/2) RADIO PROGRAMME No. 2: RAWHIDE.
Max Ferguson (Rawhide) broadcasts since 1949 on CBC
in Canada. Four typical programs of his noted imper-
sonations include: Wutherin eights, So To Speak, The
Nymph and The Lamb, The Defence of Rawhide. Notes.
1-12'" 334 rpm longplay record $5.9%

FS$3872 No. 2 RAWHIDE: Montreal School for Garbage Collec-
tors, Roving Reporter's Visit to Santa's Workshop, Sherlock
Holmes ''Case of The Speckled Band', Canadian Scene
"Operation Kate'. Notes.

1-12" 33!; rpm longplay record $6.9%
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