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INSTRUMENTS 
and 
MUSIC 
of BOLIVIA 

Recorded in Bolivia with notes by 

Bernard Keiler 

The native music of Bolivia is as varied as the land­
scape of that fascinating country. From the shores 
of Lake Titicaca 12000 feet above sea level to the 
lush valleys of Cochabamba and Tarija instruments 
and styles of music range from the monotonous pen­
tatonic incantation played by a group of sicuris* in 
Tarabuco to the lively tonada strummed on a 
charango in the little market town of Tarata. 

Called sicu by the Aymaras and antara by the Que­
chuas, the origins of the pipes of Pan are lost in 
pre-history. Yet to this day they can be heard 
wherever Indians celebrate a wedding or a funeral, 
an offering to Pacha Mama; or a bucolic inaugura­
tion of a house built of adobe. Pan pipes are al­
ways played in groups; hardly ever can one hear a 
soloist. The examples recorded here will give an 
idea of the latitude of expression of which the Indians 
and their pipe s are capable . 

* sicuris - Pan pipers 
or Pacha Mama - Aymara goddess of the 

earth. 

The melody played on the carra was recorded on the 
eve of St. Roque's day, patron saint of Tarija. This 
is a 15-foot-long, hollow bamboo cane with an 
elliptically shaped mouthpiece cut lengthwise on the 
side of the cane about two inches from the stoppered 
end. A cone shaped dried oxtail is fitted over the 
other extreme. The pitch is changed only by lip 
pressure. The instrument's natural scale is limited 
to mi - sol - do. Hearing 14 canas played simul­
taneously and independehtly outside the Cathedral of 
Tarija one morning left an indelible impression, as 
you will understand when you listen to this sampler 
of music produced by the most unwieldy instrument 
I came across in Bolivia. 



The charango is a hybrid between the guitar and the 
mandolin. It can be heard in the sub-tropical re­
gions of the country. Played mostly by Quechua 
Indians, it probably did not exist in pre-Columbian 
times. The charango is a solo instrument in con­
trast to the sicu, and is as characteristic of the 
valleys of Bolivia as the latter is of the highlands. 
An armadillo shell forms the back of the sound box 
of the instruments recorded here. 

The quena is a flute similar in appearance to the 
recorder. It was known to the Incas and other pre­
Hispanic cultures. Such instruments made of clay 
and bone have been found in ear\y graves. Today's 
quenas are mostly cut from cane. Three and four 
hole quenas are less common than six and seven 
hole instruments that permit the playing of almost 
diatonic scales. One of the examples of quena mu­
sic recorded here was played on a "one-hand" flute 
with four holes. This permitted the use of the free 
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hand to playa square drum which was fastened to 
the player's wrist. Holding a drun.stick between 
forefinger and middle finger of his left hand allowed 
him to drum his own accompaniment. 

The violin chapaco is a crude descendant of the Euro­
pean violin brought to Bolivia by the Spaniards. How­
ever the bowing technique and,the fiddle tunes of the 
Bolivian south have a taste all their own. 

The erke or erkencho is a primitive clarinet made 
from a short piece of cane, about three inche s long, 
with a vibrating tongue in its upper end. The horn 
of an ox makes the amplifier into which the lower 
end of the cane is forced. The range of the erke is 
limited to three nasal tones. 
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Sicu Quena Erke 

SIDE I 

Instruments Piece Ethnic Group Locale & Region 

Band 1: 14 sicus & Quenita Aymara Escoma, Lake 
5 drums Titicaca 

Band 2: id. Saucecito id id 

Band 3: id. Kollauita id id 

Band 4: 4 sicus & Ceremonial Quechua Tarabuco, Dept. 
2 drums of Chuquisaca 

Band 5: ... 
Tonada de Mestizo Canasmoro, cana 
San Roque Dept. of Tarija 

Band 6: quena and Tonada Mestizo San Lorenzo, 
square drum Dept. of Tarija 

SIDE II 

Band 1: erke & drum tonada Quechua Tarata, Dept. 
of Cochabamba 

Band 2: charango Alegria 
Quechua Tarata, Dept. 

Band 3: id Narnajita of Cochabamba 

Band 4: 2 Voices Contrapunto id id 
and drum 

Mestizo Tarija 
Band 5: quena and Flor Imilla 

square drum Aymara Machacamarca, 
Dept. of La Paz 

Band 6 : violin chapaco Tonada de 
la Cruz Mestizo Canasmoro, 

Dept. of Tarija 
Band 7: id Tonada de 

Pascuas id id 

Band 8: id Tonada de id id 
San Roque 
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~~::~ ~:,I~~~~:~tS:'.':t?~I."'-:~~ 
" ..... r.848 POI"h~n8" l:lIned 
r'ltlollt,3 Mcuean Ivlk Sans' 
' ...... iI:;... Hnntsh olk SOng' 
"""r.1;:.1 Dlnlsl\l"Olk$ollRl 

fOLKWAYS 
RECORDS 

•
i:J~ 

"a~~ iiil" ~~F~ 
U.S.A' 121 West 47th St 

New York. N Y 

"':Jnada 1437 MJckd , St 
MOnlreal . Qu ·bpc. 

FOLKT ALES FOR CHILDREN 
10" 

fC~102 Taltt from IndoQed. 
FC"7103 Tile, from Wt-II AfrlClo 

~~:~: ~m: :;~:II~I~ue: 
~:~ L,:e :,::t~'II~ 
FC~108 Klondike. Berton 
"FC11ot Ride with the Sun 
fC'IlIO ... wnrl TlIr:.I, Courlander 
FC1114 Negro Poetry, Hugbu 
FC~1211 Davy Crockel. Haye. 

CHILDREN'S INTERNATIONAL 
SERIES 10" 

fC12:00 Pueblo Indian ('''.911) 
fC1201 Mrlkuns Songs I 
fC'I208 Mench Soog" Mllb 
fC1214 Games French Canada 
FC1218 l .dn American Songs 
fC1224 kw'ilh Songs. Rubin 
fC1226 IIl&eli Sons" llen-o.r. 

~ii~: ~d~~ X~s~o1}' dlild. 

~~~ ~~::.n,:~~::" 
FC'7210 G .. rrran So.I. Wolff 
fC7211 GUlOIn Sngs II, Wolff 

CHILDREN'S SPECIAL 

&. HISTORICAL 10" 
fC130"7 Mudc Time. llitey 
FCl308 Call & FleJ9Ol*, Jtnklns 

~i~~ :'~ct~ J:t~Of~~~~~ghU 
FC1341 Sound. of NYC , Sc:lI"'~nl 
fC~3S0 InteT1llew, "'m. 0001110111 
FC1MI Inlt.rv1ew, Robert M. Hlltchlns 
FC13S2 Srn. Margatet Smllh 
f(:13~3 Inlervl~w .... 1 Capp 

~~~ ::::::~:: ia~~~lf~~ !-t.d 
FC1402 Who Buill "metica. ~yun 
FC1406 Follow lhe. SunM'l. BlUe7 
K14311 Man Inc! Hil work 
fC1432 Min and HII RtIlRJon 

CHILDREN'S SERIES 12" 

1Q8001 Spullb Seu T.lIghr HI.OO 
IQ8CMn ~ndann OIlRe.tt. PUmtf, 6 -1 0~ 

31.50 
fQ8003 FreIlCb Folklongl ror earnl~ !I.bO 
A8004" ... Ibums cSt l 'Onclt Moll>. IS.OO 
A8010 Sncb Spolct:n ~Iuh .!e.SO 2 -1 0·) 
A8101 Sptak" Re~d ' tcoch· ::(J.lI~ 
A8102 Speak & AeadF",och:: 13.9C 
F18103 Speak" Re. d "",nch' 13.9C 
FIIJ112 Eat.nru,", ofl.tlnt4-1:.:'). S~:..,d(J 

PRICE SCHEDULE 

Unless 
Otherwise 
Speculcd 

12" Rocor d $5.95 
10"' Record $4. 2:i 

FI81l2:A/1 Eaaeihlo1t.or l.uin, Vol. I 
F18112C/D Euen(lo1l1 01 lido, Vol_ II 
FI8112(/F (pentiall of Latin. vol. m 
F181lXi/H Eaaenllo1l1 of LIlfn . Vol. IV 
H8116 BadcLllin Rirl\ar~. Vol. 6 

MUSIC INSTRUCTION SERIES 
10"-12" 

RlI203 Banjo Inltr., Setger, 10-
R8213 Aavenll11'tlln 5I'Iythm. Jenklnl 
FI8320 Bongo tlnIlT1J InsU. 

'f183S4 GultallnlU .• Setger 
1'18366 Hindu Mulic In ... 

lNTERKAT10NAL SERIES 12" 
FW8501 Slnslng 511. , M.eCoU. !than 
FW8SS2: Soundj or It-ru .. lem 
FW8108 Brll. lIro-a,lde Balud. 
FW8~18 AVlno1l1lan, G",etnf~y 
FW8725 Flksngt or Norw.y 

:::i~ ~I;~n T~.':t: c::d7. Innciu 
FW813S Yemenltt- Songs, GUI 

~:~~ =~~!~n~~Y)' 
F'W'81OW Sng, of Mllilhnu. MUll 
FW8148 Tr~d. OlIIe.1I SofIIi 
FW8?S\! £lIOlk OI.nul 
FW81:'H Rw5l11n Chofal ~k: 

~~:~~ ~;b~~~2!~~(~~Il~~~r) 
FWII762 Gullc Songs w. Harp 
F'W'i1b4 Sa,IQtcbe,..an - Manitoba • 
FWtt';"~1 Nt .. foundland. Milh 

~~~~~ ~~~!"f'~~n~=~. Wolff 
F'ltlII~91 Songl of PtuillPllltl 
1"\\.111101 Songs"nd ntlocuof Turltey 
FW~~(l:! Songs anll Dlnetl of P!rc'no RIco 
,,"\\.,,"(1 "-<lngli and [lIncel of YugosLl ... 1a 
t"'\ovtldll, GCflNn folk ~.lngf 
FWt!rlO; "Ip Moum;aln Sngll. Yodeb 
I ...... ~'"i')~ Rl"itill. West Indle, 
,"">i"l10 (' .... ".lIh;an BLIck ..... ~Ich 
"""8811 (" .. rib lIlylhmt, SIon Anelle, 

:~:::~ ~~~~%~o:~r~~& "ow 
t ...... IIB1S 11000II1 ~ U, ";lUIleI'l' -c~Jb 
:~::~~ ~~~~ :~~,~.}Ultlr 
IWI!8311 Auslr il ll I"IancC5, II~ 
FWt!d-a1 \Igclliine I"nce' 
FW8842 Argtnlll"le I"nee, II LOt Obolos 
FW8844 YenulII!b DanctS 
FW8850 Indll'hs of SourhweR. btiton 
"""88:'11 Mexican mcS lllm, Bouhon 
fW88~2 AI,lean Mulk, Bouhon 

~:e86S; ~f:c!n ~='or::lIIca 
FW88iO Jo.\In.aehl 01_" Bogen 
FW~lI F>i!!ld Tlip -Engl.lnd 

~:::~ ~;~."'~~ ~~~c 
RELIGIOUS SERIES 12" 
FRSIKII 
FRII916 
FRII921 
1'118922 
FR89'l.1 
FIIS930 
fR89 .. 2 
fR8943 
FR89SI F'.,,, 
fR89'16 
FR8geO 

SCHOOL EXAM SERIES 12" 

A9108 AIllCo~;: ~~~e.;,. S;:;.~-12~ 
wid! tutbook, ':;2.50 

LITERATURE SERIES 12" 

~'5' 
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