


























"Hum dum,"” said the Dame as she gazed with
surprise,

"How lucky I am, bless my soul what a prize!

To market I'll go and a piggy I'll buy, g

And 1ittle Dan Cupid shall build him a sty.

So she washed her face clean and put on her
own

She %ockéd up her house and started for town;

And when she got there a bargain she made,

And for a white piggy a penny she paid.

When she purchased the pig she was puzzled
to know,

How they both would get home if the pig
wouldn't go.

And fearing that piggy would play her a trick,

She drove him along with a little crab stick.

Piggy trotted along 'till he came to the hill

Where the bridge stood over the stream by the
mill;

There he’snapped and he quaffed and no farther
would go,

"Oh, why little pig treat little Dame so?"

So she went to the miller's and borrowed a

sack,
In it she popped piggy and put 'em on 'er
back;
Piggy squealed to get out but little Dame
said
"If you &on't go by fair means you'll have
1}

to be made.'

when 5% f%ngtﬁ to the end of their journey
she came,

She was mightily glad to get piggy home.

Then she put little pig in a nice little
sty

And gave him an arm full of hay warm and

dry.
A hand full of peas little piggy she fed,
Then put on her gown and Jjumped into bed;
First saying her prayers and turned out the
light,
And being quiet tired, we'll bid her, good
night!

Notes:

Dr. Katherine M. Briggs, Oxford, England, in
reply to my enquiry of late 1971, wrote that "Little
Dame Crump" was not in the Opies' DICTIONARY OF
NURSERY RHYMES. I am grateful to her for referring
me to Miss Judith St. John, Librarian in charge of
the Osborne Collection of the Toronto Public Library,
Ontario, Canada. Miss St. John sent me the words
to both the chapbook and Valentine versions of this
song; the former being very similar in content to
‘Mrs. Black's. Four of it's stanzas, however, make
only one of Mrs. Black's.

The Valentine version is longer, consisting
of twelve stanzas of four lines each. Whereas the
chapbook used black and white 1llustrations, this
one was printed in colors and gold with the orig-
inal designs being created by M. Tilsey. Of par-
ticular interest to me was a portion of the preface
Miss St. John included in her letter:

" ..'Little bame Crump and her Pig' will,
we hope, delight those young people who do not yet
know her, while nearly everybody will welcome 'Hush
a-bye Baby'...as old friends..

"It would appear from this that "Little Dame
Crump" was in oral circulation in England as it must
have been in New York State when Cyrenius Powers
lived there.

I have met two of Henrietta Black's sisters,
Mrs. Ethel Snider, Wyandotte County, Kansas, and Mrs.
Ruth Swearingen of Cowley County. They provided some
information about the family and put me in touch with
their Aunt, Mary (Powers) Acker, who has been very
helpful.

WAIT FOR THE TURN OF THE TIDE

When Mrs., Nannie (Cunningham) Butler was twenty-
three, she left her native Casey County, Kentucky,
and came to Missouri. When she was eighty-five in
1960, her fingers could no longer pick the 5-string
banjo, but she could still sing with much feeling.
Had I met her twenty or twenty-five years before
at her place there in Ray County, I would have got
to hear her banjo talk. Had I lived near her in
1915 or Twenty, I would have been among the neighbor's
who wandered up .the hill before sundown and leaned
against the stone wall that stood guard over the
front porch where Mrs. Butler often sat and played
and sang.

me tnat she had learned the song at the age of nine
from a Great Uncle, John Dobkins, Dickinson County,
Xansas. He, too, was a native of Kentucky.

Most likely che people who stood or sat along
cthe rock wall in those days listening to Mrs. Butler
sing, found some relevancy for their lives in the
song, "Wait for the Turn of the Tide." She told
In sailing along the river of life
Over its waters wide,

We all have to battle with struggle and strife
And wait for the turn of the tide.

Men of each other are prone to be jealous,
Hopes and allusions are not what they seem;
Life and its pleasures philosophers tell us
Go floating away like a leaf on a stream.
Chorus ( after each stanza)

Then try to be happy and gay my boys,
Remember the world is wide;

Rome wasn't built in one day my boys,

So wait for the turn of the tide.

Some people sit fretting their lives away --

I can't for a moment surmise,

If 1ife is a lottery as they say,

We cannot all turn up the prize.

Folly it 1is to be sad and dejected,

If fortune shows favor, she's fickle besides.

She may knock at your door some fine day un-
expected

If you patiently wait for the .turn of the
tide.

Man was sent in this world we're told

To do all the good that he can,

Yet how many worships the chain called gold

And never once thinks of the man.

If you are poor and your friends keep a distance,

Hold up your head though your funds are but
small;

Once let the world know you need its assist-
ance.

Be sure then you never will get it at all.
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