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Frederick Douglass’ Speeches
read by Ossie Davis

In 1838, at the age of 21, Frederick Douglass escaped from
slavery. He began to attend the Abolitionist meetings held by
the Negro people of New Bedford, Massachusetts. In August,
1841, in the presence of William Lloyd Garrison, he made his
first important speech to an anti-slavery audience, describing
his own life as a slave. In his report, the Anti-Slavery Stan-
dard correspondent wrote: ‘‘One, recently from the house of
bondage, spoke with great power. Flinty hearts were pierced,
and cold ones melted by his eloquence....Mr. Garrison said
his speech would have done honor to Patrick Henry.”’

Before the meeting adjourned, John A. Collins, general
agent of the Massachusetts Anti-Slavery Society, urged
Douglass to become an active lecturer for the organization.
He accepted, and within a few years, Douglass was widely
known on both sides of the Atlantic. William Wells Brown,
himself a fugitive slave, wrote of him, ‘‘White men and black
men had talked against slavery, but none had spoken like
Frederick Douglass.”” Writing to Garrison, a veteran Aboli-
tionist observed: ‘‘It has been my fortune to hear a great
many anti-slavery lecturers, and many distinguished speakers
on other subjects; but it has rarely been my lot to listen to one
whose power over me was greater than Douglass, and not
over me only, but over all who heard him.”’

The speeches of Frederick Douglass included in these
records are among his most famous. The speech on the Dred
Scott decision, the ruling by the Supreme Court which per-
mitted slavery in the territories and stripped the Negro of his
claim to citizenship, was delivered before the American Anti-
Slavery Society in New York City, May 11, 1857. The speech,
““If There is No Struggle There is No Progress,’’ is extracted
from Douglass’ West India Emancipation speech delivered at
Canadaigua, New York, August 4, 1857. Both were pub-
lished together in a pamphlet entitled 7wo Speeches by Fred-
erick Douglass: One on West India Emancipation and the
Other on the Dred Scott Decision (Rochester, 1857), and are
reprinted in Philip S. Foner, The Life and Writings of Fred-
erick Douglass, New York, 1950, vol. II, pp. 407-25, 426-39.
The speech, ‘“A Plea For Free Speech,’’ was delivered after a
meeting in Boston on December 3, 1860, to commemorate
the anniversary of John Brown’s execution, was disrupted by
ruffians hired by merchants engaged in the Southern trade. It
was delivered a few days later in Boston’s Music Hall, and
was published in The Liberator, December 14, 1860, and is
reprinted in Foner, op. cit., vol. II, pp. 538-40. The speech
on ‘“Woman’s Rights’’ was delivered before the International
Council of Women, Washington, D.C., March 31, 1888, and
is reprinted in Philip S. Foner, editor, Frederick Douglass:
Selections From His Writings, New York, 1945, pp. 86-89.
The speech, ‘“The Meaning of July 4th For The Negro,”’ per-
haps the most famous of Douglass’ orations, was published
in a pamphlet entitled, Oration delivered in Corinthian Hall,

Rochester, by Frederick Douglass, July 5, 1852 (Rochester,
1852), and is reprinted in Foner, Life and Writings of Fred-
erick Douglass, vol. 11, pp. 181-204.

THE DRED SCOTT DECISION

While four millions of our fellow countrymen are in chains
—while men, women, and children are bought and sold on the
auction-block with horses, sheep, and swine—while the remorseless
sdave-whip draws the warm blood of our common humanity—it is

meet that we assemble as we have done to-day, and lift up our hearts
and voices in earnest denunciation of the vile and shocking abom-
ination. It is not for us to be governed by our hopes or our fears in
this great work; yet it is natural on occasions like this, to survey the
position of the great struggle which is going on between slavery and
freedom, and to dwell upon such signs of encouragement as may
bave been lately developed, and the state of feeling these signs or
events have occasioned in us and among the people generally. It is
a fitting time to take an observation to ascertain where we are,
and what our prospects are.

To many, the prospects of the struggle against slavery seem far
from cheering. Eminent men, North and South, in Church and
State, tell us that the omens are all against us. Emancipation, they
tell us, is a wild, delusive idea; the price of human flesh was neve
higher than now; slavery was never more closely entwined aboy,
the hearts and affections of the southern people than now; tha
whatever of conscientious scruple, religious conviction, or Public
policy, which opposed the system of slavery forty or fifty years ago,
has subsided; and that slavery never reposed upon a firmer basi
than now. Completing this picture of the happy and prosperou
condition of this system of wickedness, they tell us that this state of
things is to be set to our account. Abolition agitation has done it al],
How deep is the misfortune of my poor, bleeding people, if this
be so! How lost their condition, if even the efforts of their friends
but sink them deeper in ruin!

Without assenting to this strong representation of the increasing
strength and stability of slavery, without denouncing what of un.
truth pervades it, I own myself not insensible to the many difficulties
and discouragements that beset us on every hand. They fling their
broad and gloomy shadows across the pathway of every thoughtful
colored man in this country. For one, I see them clearly, and feel
them sadly. With an earnest, aching heart, I have long looked for
the realization of the hope of my people. Standing, as it were,
barefoot, and treading upon the sharp and flinty rocks of the pres
ent, and looking out upon the boundless sea of the future, I have
sought, in my humble way, to penetrate the intervening mists and
clouds, and, perchance, to descry, in the dim and shadowy distance,
the white flag of freedom, the precise speck of time at which the
cruel bondage of my people should end, and the long entombed
millions rise from the foul grave of slavery and death. But of that
time I can know nothing, and you can know nothing. All is un
certain at that point. One thing, however, is certain; slaveholders
are in earnest, and mean to cling to their slaves as long as they can,
and to the bitter end. They show no sign of a wish to quit their
iron grasp upon the sable throats of their victims. Their motto is
“a firmer hold and a tighter grip” for every new effort that is made
to break their cruel power. The case is one of life or death with
them, and they will give up only when they must do that or do
worse.

In one view the slaveholders have a decided advantage over all
opposition. It is well to notice this advantage—the advantage of
complete organization. They are organized; and yet were not at
the pains of creating their organizations. The State governments,
where the system of slavery exists, are complete slavery organiza-
tions. The church organizations in those States are equally at
the service of slavery; while the Federal Government, with its
army and navy, from the chief magistracy in Washington, to the
Supreme Court, and thence to the chief marshalship at New York,
is pledged to support, defend, and propagate the crying curse of
human bondage. The pen, the purse, and the sword, are united
against the simple truth, preached by humble men in obscure places.

This is one view. It is, thank God, only one view; there is another,
and a brighter view. David, you know, looked small and insig-
nificant when going to meet Goliath, but looked larger when he




had slain his foe. . . . Thus hath it ever been. Oppression, organ-
ized as ours is, will appear invincible up to the very hour of its fall
Sir, let us look at the other side, and see if there are not some
things to cheer our heart and nerve us up anew in the good work
of emancipation.

Take this fact—for it is a fact—the anti-slavery movement has,
from first to last, suffered no abatement. It has gone forth in all
directions, and is now felt in the remotest extremities of the Re-
public.

It started small, and was without capital either in men or money.
The odds were all against it. It literally had nothing to lose, and
every thing to gain. There was ignorance to be enlightened, error
to be combatted, conscience to be awakened, prejudice to be over-
come, apathy to be aroused, the right of speech to be secured, mob
violence to be subdued, and a deep, radical change to be inwrought
in the mind and heart of the whole nation. This great work, under
God, has gone on, and gone on gloriously.

Amid all changes, fluctuations, assaults, and adverses of every
kind, it has remained firm in its purpose, steady in its aim, onward
and upward, defying all opposition, and never losing a single battle.
Our strength is in the growth of anti-slavery conviction, and this
has never halted.

There is a significant vitality about this abolition movement. It
has taken a deeper, broader, and more lasting hold upon the na-
tional heart than ordinary reform movements. Other subjects of
much interest come and go, expand and contract, blaze and vanish,
but the huge question of American Slavery, comprehending, as it
does, not merely the weal or the woe of four millions, and their
countless posterity, but the weal or the woe of this entire nation,
must increase in magnitude and in majesty with every hour of its
history. From a cloud not bigger than a man’s hand, it has over-
spread the heavens. It has risen from a grain not bigger than a
mustard seed. Yet see the fowls of the air, how they crowd its
branches.

Politicians who cursed it, now defend it; ministers, once dumb,
now speak in its praise; and presses, which once flamed with hot
denunciations against it, now surround the sacred cause as by a
wall of living fire. Politicians go with it as a pillar of cloud by day,
and the press as a pillar of fire by night. With these ancient tokens
of success, I, for one, will not despair of our cause.

Those who have undertaken to suppress and crush out this
agitation for liberty and humanity, have been most woefully dis
appointed. Many who have engaged to put it down, have found
themselves put down. The agitation has pursued them in all their
meanderings, broken in upon their seclusion, and, at the very
moment of fancied security, it has settled down upon them like a
mantle of unquenchable fire. Clay, Calhoun, and Webster each
tried his hand at suppressing the agitation; and they went to their
graves disappointed and defeated.

Loud and exultingly have we been told that the slavery question
js settled, and settled forever. You remember it was settled thirty-
seven years ago, when Missouri was admitted into the Union with
a slaveholding constitution, and slavery prohibited in all territory
north of thirty-six degrees of north latitude. Just fifteen years after-
wards, it was settled again by voting down the right of petition,
and gagging down free discussion in Congress. Ten years after this
it was settled again by the annexation of Texas, and with it the war
with Mexico. In 1850 it was again settled. This was called a final
settlement. By it slavery was virtually declared to be the equal of
liberty, and should come into the Union on the same terms. By it
the right and the power to hunt down men, women, and children,
in every part of this country, was conceded to our southern brethren,
in order to keep them in the Union. Four years after this settlement,
the whole question was once more settled, and settled by a settlement
which unsettled all the former settlements.

The fact is, the more the question has been settled, the more it
has needed settling. The space between the different settlements has
been strikingly on the decrease. The first stood longer thap any of
its SUCCESSOors.

There is a lesson in these decreasing spaces. The first stood fifteen
years—the second, ten years—the third, five years—the fourth stood
four years—and the fifth has stood the brief space of two years.

This last settlement must be called the Taney settlement. We are
now told, in tones of lofty exultation, that the day is lost—all lost—
and that we might as well give up the struggle. The highest au-
thority has spoken. The voice of the Supreme Court has gone out
over the troubled waves of the National Conscience, saying peace,
be still.

This infamous decision of the Slaveholding wing of the Supreme
Court maintains that slaves are within the contemplation of the
Constitution of the United States, property; that slaves are property
in the same sense that horses, sheep, and swine are property; that
the old doctrine that slavery is a creature of local law is false; that
the right of the slaveholder to his slave does not depend upon the
local law, but is secured wherever the Constitution of the United
States extends; that Congress has no right to prohibit slavery any-
where; that slavery may go in safety anywhere under the star-
spangled banner; that colored persons of African descent have no
rights that white men are bound to respect; that colored men of
African descent are not and cannot be citizens of the United States.

You will readily ask me how I am affected by this devilish deci-
sion—this judicial incarnation of wolfishness? My answer is, and
no thanks to the slaveholding wing of the Supreme Court, my hopes
were never brighter than now.

I have no fear that the National Conscience will be put to sleep
by such an open, glaring, and scandalous tissue of lies as that de-
dsion is, and has been, over and over, shown to be.

The Supreme Court of the United States is not the only power in
this world. It is very great, but the Supreme Court of the Almighty
is greater. Judge Taney can do many things, but he cannot perform
impossibilities. He cannot bail out the ocean, annihilate this firm
old earth, or pluck the silvery star of liberty from our Northern sky.
He may decide, and decide again; but he cannot reverse the deci-
sion of the Most High. He cannot change the essential nature of
things—making evil good, and good, evil.

Happily for the whole human family, their rights have been
defined, declared, and decided in a court higher than the Supreme
Court. “There is a law,” says Brougham, “above all the enactments
of human codes, and by that law, unchangeable and eternal, man
cannot hold property in man.”

Your fathers have said that man’s right to liberty is self-evident.
There is no need of argument to make it clear. The voices of
nature, of conscience, of reason, and of revelation, proclaim it as
the right of all rights, the foundation of all trust, and of all respon-
sibility. Man was born with it. It was his before he comprehended it.
The deed conveying it to him is written in the centre of his soul,
and is recorded in Heaven. The sun in the sky is not more palpable
to the sight than man’s right to liberty is to the moral vision. To
decide against this right in the person of Dred Scott, or the humblest
and most whip-scarred bondman in the land, is to decide against
God. It is an open rebellion against God’s government. It is an
attempt to undo what God has done, to blot out the broad distinc
tion instituted by the Allwise between men and things, and to
change the image and superscription of the everliving God into a
speechless piece of merchandise.

Such a decision cannot stand. God will be true though every
man be a liar. We can appeal from this hell-black judgment of the
Supreme Court, to the court of common sense and common human-
ity. We can appeal from man to God. If there is no justice on earth,
there is yet justice in heaven. You may close your Supreme Court
against the black man'’s cry for justice, but you cannot, thank God,
close against him the ear of a sympathising world, nor shut up the
Court of Heaven. All that is merciful and just, on earth and in
Heaven, will execrate and despise this edict of Taney.

If it were at all likely that the people of these free States would
tamely submit to this demoniacal judgment, I might feel gloomy
and sad over it, and possibly it might be necessary for my people



to look for a home in some other country. But as the case stands,
we have nothing to fear.

In one point of view, we, the abolitionists and colored people,
should meet this decision, unlooked for and monstrous as it appears,
in a cheerful spirit. This very attempt to blot out forever the hopes
of an enslaved people may be one necessary link in the chain of
events preparatory to the downfall, and complete overthrow of the
whole slave system.

The whole history of the anti-slavery movement is studded with
proof that all measures devised and executed with a view to allay
and diminish the anti-slavery agitation, have only served to in-
crease, intensify, and embolden that agitation. This wisdom of the
crafty has been confounded, and the counsels of the ungodly
brought to nought. It was so with the Fugitive Slave Bill. It was so
with the Kansas Nebraska Bill; and it will be so with this last and
most shocking of all pro-slavery devices, this Taney decision.

When great transactions are involved, where the fate of millions
is concerned, where a long enslaved and suffering people are to be
delivered, I am superstitious enough to believe that the finger of
the Almighty may be seen bringing good out of evil, and making
the 'wrath of man redound to his honor, hastening the triumph of
righteousness.

The American people have been called upon, in a most striking
manner, to abolish and put away forever the system of slavery. The
subject has been pressed upon their attention in all earnestness and
sincerity. The cries of the slave have gone forth to the world, and
up to the throne of God. This decision, in my view, is a means of
keeping the nation awake on the subject. It is another proof that
God does not mean that we shall go to sleep, and forget that we
are a slaveholding nation.

Step by step we have seen the slave power advancing; poisoning,
corrupting, and perverting the institutions of the country; growing
more and more haughty, imperious, and exacting. The white man's
liberty has been marked out for the same grave with the black man’s,

The ballot box is desecrated, God's law set at nought, armed
legislators stalk the halls of Congress, freedom of speech is beaten
down in the Senate. The rivers and highways are infested by border
Nuffians, and white men are made to feel the iron heel of slavery.
‘This ought to arouse us to kill off the hateful thing. They are solema
warnings to which the white people, as well as the black people
should take heed.

If these shall fail, judgment, more fierce or terrible, may come,
The lightning, whirlwind, and earthquake may come. Jefferson saig
that he trembled for his country when he reflected that God is jus,
and his justice cannot sleep forever. The time may come when even
the crushed worm may turn under the tyrant’s feet. Goaded by
cruelty, stung by a burning sense of wrong, in an awful moment of
depression and desperation, the bondman and bondwoman at the
South may rush to one wild and deadly struggle for freedom. Already
slaveholders go to bed with bowie knives, and apprehend death
at their dinners. Those who enslave, rob, and torment their cooks,
may well expect to find death in their dinner-pots.

The world is full of violence and fraud, and it would be strange
if the slave, the constant victim of both fraud and violence, should
escape the contagion. He, too, may learn to fight the devil with fire,
and for one, I am in no frame of mind to pray that this may be
long deferred. . . .

By all the laws of nature, civilization, and of progress, slavery is
a doomed system. Not all the skill of politicians, North and South,
not all the sophistries of Judges, not all the fulminations of a cor-
rupt press, not all the hypocritical prayers, or the hypocritical
refusals to pray of a hollow-hearted priesthood, not all the devices
of sin and Satan, can save the vile thing from extermination. . ..

I base my sense of the certain overthrow of slavery, in part, upos
the nature of the American Government, the Constitution, the
tendencies of the age, and the character of the American people;
and this, notwithstanding the important decision of Judge Taney.

I know of no soil better adapted to the growth of reform thas

American soil. 1 know of no country where the conditions for
effecting great changes in the settled order of things, for the devel
opment of right ideas of liberty and humanity, are more favorable
than here in these United States.

The very groundwork of this government is a good repository of
Christian civilization. The Constitution, as well as the Declaration
of Independence, and the sentiments of the founders of the Re
public, give us a platform broad enough, and strong enough, to
u the most comprehensive plans for the freedom and eleva-
gon of all the people of this country, without regard to color, class,
or clime. . . .

The Constitution knows all the human inhabitants of this coun-
try as “the people.” It makes, as I have said before, no discrimina-
tion in favor of, or against, any class of the people, but is fitted to
protect and preserve the rights of all, without reference to color,
size, or any physical peculiarities. Besides, it has been shown by
William Goodell and others, that in eleven out of the old thirteen
States, colored men were legal voters at the time of the adoption of
the Constitution.

In conclusion, let me say, all I ask of the American people s,
that they live up to the Constitution, adopt its principles, imbibe
its spirit, and enforce its provisions.

When this is done, the wounds of my bleeding people will be
healed, the chain will no longer rust on their ankles, their backs
will no longer be torn by the bloody lash, and liberty, the glorious
birthright of our common humanity, will become the inheritance
of all the inhabitants of this highly favored country.

IF THERE IS NO STRUGGLE THERE
IS NO PROGRESS

.. . THE GENERAL SENTIMENT of mankind is that a
man who will not fight for himself, when he has the means of
doing so, is not worth being fought for by others, and this senti-
ment is just. For a man who does not value freedom for himself
will never value it for others, or put himself to any inconven-
ience to gain it for others. Such a man, the world says, may lie
down until he has sense enough to stand up. It is useless and
cruel to put a man on his legs, if the next moment his head
is to be brought against a curbstone.

A man of that type will never lay the world under any obli-
gation to him, but will be a moral pauper, a drag on the wheels
of society, and if he too be identified with a peculiar variety of
the race he will entail disgrace upon his race as well as upon
himself. The world in which we live is very accommodating t0
all sorts of people. It will cooperate with them in any measure
which they propose; it will help those who earnestly help them-
selves, and will hinder those who hinder themselves. It is very
polite, and never offers its services unasked. Its favors to in-
dividuals are measured by an unerring principle in this-—viz.,
respect those who respect themselves, and despise those who

themselves. It is not within the power of unaided hunjisn
nature to persevere in pitying a people who are insensible to
their own wrongs and indifferent to the attainment of their
own rights. The poet was as true to common sense as to poetry
when he said,

Who would be free, themselves must strike the blow.

When O’Connell, with all Ireland at his back, was supposed to
be contending for the just rights and liberties of Iréland, the
sympathies of mankind were with him, and even his enemies
were compelled to respect his patriotism. Kossuth, fighting for
Hungary with his pen long after she had fallen by the sword,
comnmanded the sympathy and support of the liberal world till
hi$ own hopes died out. The Turks, while they fought bravely
for themselves and scourged and drove back the  invading
legions of Russia, shared the' admiration of mankind, They
were standing up for their own rights against an arrogant and
powerful enemy; but as soon as they let out their fighting to the
Allies, admiration gave way to contempt. These are not the



maxims and teachings of a coldhearted world. Christianity
itself teaches that a man shall provide for his own house. This
covers the whole ground of nations as well as individuals. Na-
tions no more than individuals can innocently be improvident.
‘They should provide for all wants—mental, moral and religious
—and against all evils to which they are liable as nations. In
the great struggle now progressing for the freedom and eleva-
don of our people, we should be found at work with all our
might, resolved that no man or set of men shall be more abun-
dant in labors, according to the measure of our ability, than
ourselves.

I know, my friends, that in some quarters the efforts of
zolored people meet with very little encouragement. We may
fight, but we must fight like the Sepoys of India, under white
officers. This ‘class of Abolitionists don’t like colored celebra-
tions, they don’t like colored conventions, they don’t like colored
antislavery fairs for the support of colored newspapers. They
don’t like any demonstrations whatever in which colored men
take a leading part. They talk of the proud Anglo-Saxon blood
as flippantly as those who profess to believe in the natural in-
feriority of races. Your humble speaker has been branded as an
ingrate, because he has ventured to stand up on his own right
and to plead our common cause as a colored man, rather than
as a Garrisonian. I hold it to be no part of gratitude to allow
our white friends to do all the work, while we merely hold their
coats. Opposition of the sort now referred to is partisan op-
position, and we need not mind it. The white people at large
will not largely be influenced by it. They will see and appreciate
all honest efforts on our part to improve our condition as a
people.

Let me give you a word of the philosophy of reform. The
whole history of the progress of human liberty shows that all
concessions yet made to her august claims have beemn born of
earnest struggle. The conflict has been exciting, agitating, all-

absorbing, and for the time being, putting all other tumults to.

silence. It must do this or it does nothing. If there is no struggle
there is no progress. Those who profess to favor freedom and
yet deprecate agitation are men who want crops without plow-
ing up the ground; they want rain without thunder and light-
ning. They want the ocean without the awful roar of its many
waters.

This struggle may be a moral one, or it may be a physical
one. and it may be both moral and physical, but it must be a
struggle. Power concedes nothing without a demand. It never
did and it never will. Find out just what any people will quietly
submit to and you have found out the exact measure of in-
justice and wrong which will be imposed upon them, and these
will continue till they are resisted with either words or blows,
or with both. The limits of tyranis are prescribed by the endur-
ance of those whom they oppress. In the light of these ideas,
Negroes will be hunted at the North and held and flogged at
the South so long as they submit to those devilish outrages and
make no resistance, either moral or physical. Men may not get
all they pay for in this world, but they must certainly pay for
all they get. If we ever get free from the oppressions and wrongs
heaped upon us, we must pay for their removal. We must do
this by labor, by suffering, by sacrifice, and if needs be, by our
lives and the lives of others.

Hence, my friends, every mother who, like Margaret Garner,
plunges a knaife into the bosom of her infant to save it from the
hell of our Christian slavery,* should be held and honored as a
benefactress. Every fugitive from slavery who, like the noble
William Thomas at Wilkes Barre; prefers to perish in a river
made red by his own blood to submission to the hell hounds who
were hunting and shooting him should be esteemed as a glorious
martyr; worthy to be held in grateful memory by our people.
The fugitive Horace; at Mechanicsburgh, Chio, the other day,
who tauglit the slave catchers from Keritucky that it was safer
to arrest white ‘men than to arrest him, did a most excellent
service to our cause. Parker and his noble band of fifteen at
Christiana, who defended themselves from the kidnapers with
prayers and pistols, are entitled to the honor of making the first
successful resistance to the Fugitive Slave Bjll.* But for that
resistance, and the rescue of Jerry and Shadrack,t the man
hunters would have hunted our hills and valleys here with the

same freedom with which they now hunt their own dismal
swamps.

There was an important lesson in the conduct of that noble
Krooman in New York the other day, who, supposing that the
American Christians were about to enslave him, betook himself
to the masthead and with knife in hand said he would cut his
throat before he would be made a slave. Joseph Cinque, on the
deck of the Amistad, did that which should make his name dear
to us. He bore nature’s burning protest against slavery. Madison
Washington who struck down his oppressor on the deck of the
Creole, is more worthy to be remembered than the colored man
who shot Pitcairn at Bunker Hill.}

My friends, you will observe that I have taken a wide range,

and you think it is about time that I should answer the special
objection to this celebration. I think so too. This, then, is the
truth concerning the inauguration of freedom in the British
West Indies. Abolition was the act of the British government.
The motive which led the government to act no doubt was
mainly a philanthropic one, entitled to our highest admiration
and gratitude. The national religion, the justice and humanity
cried out in thunderous indignation against the foul abomina-
tion, and the government yielded to the storm. Neverthcless a
share of the credit of the result falls justly to the slaves them-
selves. “Though slaves, they were rebellious slaves.” They bore
themselves well. They did not hug their chains, but according
to their opportunities, swelled the general protest against op-
pression. What Wilberforce was endeavoring to win from the
British senate by his magic eloquence the slaves themselves
were endeavoring to gain by outbreaks and violence. The com-
bined action of one and the other wrought out the final result.
While one showed that slavery was wrong, the other showed
that it was dangerous as well as wrong. Mr. Wilberforce,* peace
man though he was, and a model of piety, availed himself of
this element to strengthen his case before the British Parliament,
and warned the British government of the danger of continuing
slavery in the West Indies. There is no doubt that the fear of
the consequences, acting with a sense of the moral evil of
slavery, led to its abolition. The spirit of {freedom was abroad
in the Islands. Insurrection for freedom kept the planters in a
constant state of alarm and trepidation. A standing army was
necessary to keep the slaves in their chains. This state of facts
couid not be without weight in deciding the question of freedom
in these countries.

I am aware that the rebellious disposition of the slaves was
said to arise out of the discussions which the Abclitionists were
carrying on at home, and it is not necessary to refute this al-
leged explanation. All that I contend for is this: that the slaves
of the ' West Indies did fight for their freedom, and that the fact
of their discontent was known in England, and that it assisted
in bringing about that state of public opinion which finally
resulted in their emancipation. And if this be true, the objection
is answered.

Again, I am aware that the insurrectionary movements of
e slaves were held by many to be prejudicial to their cause.
This is said notv of such movements at the South. The answer
w that_abolition followed close on the heels of insurrection in
he West Indies, and Virginia was never nearer emancipation
an when General Turner kindled the fires of insurrection at
Seuthampton.

sir, I have now more than filled up the measure of my time.

{ thank you for the patient attention given to what I have had
w say. | have aimed, as I said at the beginning, to express a
few thoughts having some relation to the great interests of free-
dom both in this country and in the British West Indies, and I
tave said all that I meant to say, and the time will not permit
®e W say more.

A PLEA FOR FREE SPEECH

BosToN 1s a great city and Music Hall has a fame almost
as extensive as Boston. Nowhere more than here have the prin-
ciples of huiman freedom been expounded. But for the circum-
stances already mentioned, it would seem almost presumptuous
for me to say anything here about thesc principles. And yet,



even here, in Boston, the moral atmosphere is dark and heavy.
The principles of human liberty, even if correctly apprehended,
find but limited support in this hour of trial. The world moves
slowly, and Boston is much like the world. We thought the prin-
ciple of free speech was an accomplished fact. Here, if nowhere
else, we thought, the right of the people to assemble and to ex-
press their opinion was secure. Dr. Channing had defended the
right, Mr. Garrison had practically asserted the right, and Theo-
dore Parker had maintained it with steadiness and fidelity to
the last.

But here we are tocday contending for what we thought was
gained years ago. The mortifying and disgraceful fact stares us
in the face, that though Fancuil Hall and Bunker Hill monu-
ment stand, freedom of speech is struck down. No lengthy de-
tail of facts is needed. They are already notorious; far more so
than will be wished ten years hence.

The world knows that last Monday a meeting assembled to
discuss the question, “How Shall Slavery Be Abolished?” The
world also knows that that meeting was invaded, insulted, cap-
tured by a mob of gentlemen, and thereafter broken up and
dispersed by the order of the mayor, who refused to protect it,
though called upon to do so. If this had been a mere outbreak
of passion and prejudice among the baser sort, maddened by
rum and hounded on by some wily politician to serve some im-
mediate purpose—a mere exceptional affair—it might be al-
lowed to rest with what has already been said. But the leaders
of the mob were gentlemen. They were men who pride thens-
selves upon thicir respect for law and order.

These gentlemen brought their respect
for the law with them and proclaimed it
loudly while in the very act of breaking
the law.

The law of free speech and the law for the

Theirs was the law of slavery.

protection of public meetings they trampled
underfoot, while they greatly magnified the

law of slavery.The Scene was an instructive
one. Men seldom see such a blending of the

gentlemen with the rowdy, as was shown on

that occasion. It proved that hbuman nature is very much the
same, whether in tarpavlin or broadeloth. Nevertheless, when
gentlemen approach us in the chavacter of lawless wund aban-
doned loafers—assuming for the moment theiv manners and
tempers—they have themsclves to-blame if they are estimated
below their quality. No right was deemed by the [athers of the
government more sacred than the right of speech. It was, in their
eyes, as-in the eyes of all thoughtful men. the great moral
renovator of society and government. Daniel Webster called it
a homebred right, a fireside privilege. Liberty was meaningless
where the right to utter one’s thoughts and opiniens had ceased
to exist. That, of all rights, is the dread of tyrants. It is the
right which they first of all strike down. They know its power.
Thrones, dominions. principalitics, and ‘powers, founded in in-
justice and wrong. are surc to tremble, if men are allowed to
reason of rightcousness, temperance, and of a judgment to come
in their presence. Slavery cannot tolerate free speech. Five years
of its exercise would banish the auction block and break every
chain in the South. They will have none of it there, for they
have the power. But shall it be so here?

Even here in Boston, and among the friends of freedom, we
hear two voices: one denouncing the mob that broke up our
meeting on Monday as a base and cowardly outrage; and an-
other deprecating and regretting the holding of such a meeting,
by such men, at such a time. We are told that the mecting was
ill-timed, and the partigs to it unwise.

Why, what js the matter with us? Are we going to palliate
and excuse a palpable and {lagrant outrage on the right of free
speech, by implying that only a particular description of persons
should exercise that right? Are we, at such a tiime, when a great
principle has been struck down, to quench the moral indigna-
tion which the deed cxcites, by casting reflections upon those o1
whose persons the outrage has been committed? After all the
arguments for liberty to which Boston has listened for more
than a quarter of a century, has she yet to learn that the time to
assert a right is the time whien the right itsell is called in ques-
tion, and that the men of all others to assert it are the men to
whom the right has been denied?

It would be no indication of the right of speech to prove that
certain gentlemen of great distinction, eminent for their learn-
ing and ability, are allowed to fréely express their opinions on
all subjects, including the subject of slavery. Such a vindication
would need, itself, to be vindicated. Tt would add insult to in-
jury. Not even an old-fashioned Abolition meeting could vindi-
cate that right in Boston just now. There can be no right of
speech where any man, however lifted up. or however humble,
however young, or however old, is overawed by force and com-
pelled to suppress their honest sentiments.

Equally clear is the right to hear. To suppress free speech is a
double wrong. It violates the right of the hearer as well as those
of the speaker. It is just as eriminal to rob a man of his right to
speak and hear as it would be to rob him of his money. I have
no doubt that Boston will vindicate this right. Rut in order to do
so, there must be no concessions to the enemy. When a man is
allowed to speak because he i< vich and powerful, it aggravates
the crime of denying the right to the poor and humble.

The principle must rest upon its own proper basis. And until
the right is accorded to the humblest as frecly as to the most
exalted citizen, the government of Beston is but an empty name
and its freedom a mockery. A man’'s right to speak does not de-
pend upon where he was born or upon his color. The simple
quality of manhood is the solid basis of the right—and there let
it rest forever.,

WOMAN'’S RIGHTS

When the true history of the Anti-Slavery cause shall be
written, women will occupy a large space in its pages; for the
cause of the slave has been peculiarly woman’s cause. Her
heart and her conscience have supplied in large degree its
motive and mainspring. Her skill, industry, patience, and
perseverance have been wonderfully manifest in every trial
hour. Not only did her feet run on “willing errands,” and
her fingers do the work which in large degree supplied the
sinews of war, but her deep moral convictions, and her tender
human sensibilities, found convincing and persuasive expres-
sion by her pen and her voice. . . .

In a conversation with Mrs. Elizabeth Cady Stanton when
she was yet a young lady and an earnest Abolitionist, she was
at the pains of setting before me in a very strong light the
wrong and injustice of this exclusion. I could not meet her
arguments except with the shallow plea of “custom,” “natural
division of duties,” “indelicacy of woman’s taking part in
politics,” the common talk of “woman’s sphere,” and the like,
all of which that able woman, who was then no less logical
than now, brushed away by those arguments which she has so
often and effectively used since, and which no man has yet
successfully refuted.

If intelligence is the only true and rational basis of govern-
ment, it follows that that is the best government which draws
its life and power from the largest sources of wisdom, energy,
and goodness at its command. The force of this reasoning
would be easily comprehended and readily assented to in any
case involving the employment of physical strength. We
should all see the folly and madness of attempting to accom-




plish with a part what could only be done with the united
strength of the whole. Though this folly may be less apparcnt,
it is just as real when onc-half of the moral and intellectual
power of the world is excluded from any voice or vot in civil
government,

Observing woman’s agency, devotion, and efficiency in plead-
ing the cause of the slave, gratitude for this high service early
moved me to give favorable attention to the subject of what is
called “woman’s rights” and caused me to be denominated a
woman’stights man. I am glad to say that I have never been
ashamed to be thus designated. Recognizing not sex nor physi-
cal strength, but moral intelligence and the ability to discern
right from wrong, good from evil, and the power to choose
between them, as the true basis of republican government, to
which all are alike subject and all bound alike to obey, I was
not long in reaching the conclusion that there was no founda-
tion in reason or justice for woman’s exclusion from the right
of choice in the selection of the persons who should frame the
laws, and thus shape the destiny of all the people, irrespective
of sex.

in this denial of the right to participate in government, not
merely the degradation of woman and the perpetuation of a
great injustice happens, but the maiming and repudiation of
one-half of the moral and intellectual power of the government
of the world. Thus far all human governments have been
failures, for none have secured, except in a partial degree, the
ends for which governments are instituted.

War, slavery, injustice and oppression, and the idea that
might makes right have been uppermost in all such govern-
ments, and the weak, for whose protection governments are
ostensibly created, have had practically no rights which the
strong have felt bound to respect. 'The slayers of thousands
have been exalted into heroes, and the worship of mere
physical force has been considered glorious. Nations have
been and still are but armed camps, expending their wealth
and strength and ingenuity in forging weapons of destruction
against each other; and while it may not be contended that
the introduction of the feminine element in government would
entirely cure this tendency to exalt might over right, many

reasons can be given to show that woman’s influence would
greatly tend to check and modify this barbarous and de-
structive tendency.

At any rate, seeing that the male governments of the world
have failed, it can do no harm to try the experiment of a
government by man and woman united. But it is not my pur-
pose to argue the question here, but simply to state in a brief
way the ground of my espousal of the cause of woman’s
suffrage. I believed that the exclusion of my race from par-
ticipation in government was not only wrong, but a great
mistake, because it took from that race motives for high
thought and endeavor and degraded them in the eyes of the
world around them. Man derives a sense of his consequence
in the world not merely subjectively, but objectively. If from
the cradle through life the outside world brands a class as
unfit for this or that work, the character of the class will come
to resemble and conform to the character described. To find
valuable qualities in our fellows, such qualities must be pre-
sumed and expected.

I would give woman a vote, give her a motive to qualify
herself to vote, precisely as I insisted upon giving the colored
man the right to vote; in order that she shall have the same
motives for making herself a useful citizen as those in force
in the case of other citizens. In a word, I have never yet
been able to find one consideration, one argument, or sugges-
tion in favor of man’s right to participate in civil govern-
ment which did not equally apply to the right of woman(

When a great truth once gets abroad in the world, no power
on earth can imprison it, or prescribe its limits, or suppress it.
It is bound to go on till it becomes the thought of the world.
Such a truth is woman’s right to equal liberty with man. She
was born with it. It was hers before she comprehended it.
It is prescribed upon all the powers and faculties of her soul,
and no custom, law nor usage can ever destroy it. Now that
it has got fairly fixed in the minds of the few, it is bound
to become fixed in the minds of the many, and be supported
at last by a great cloud of witnesses, which no man can number
and no power can withstand.

UTHO IN U.SA. SEKEIR: s
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