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American Play Parties 

pete seeger . . 

mika seeger 

rev. larry eisenberg 
The A:Ioeril:&D Play Party 1& a llDiq\le t on: of 
recreation that &rOae in the 19th Century ... a reawt 
of a rdle;lou. i'l"Ot'.1bltion epi'nat danc1nG. In 
~ cOClClWl..1t1ea. eapee1ally 1n the IUd_at IUld U. 
aouth. a preacher vould thunder troll; the pulpit tbat 
rid4ler'l Creen \/lUI 'two m1ln the other aide of Hell' 
and. truJ.y the t144le va. the DevU'a QVl11natl"\llllellt . 
A )'OWl(. girl vbo h-.cl be-en Hen att.eodtll6. a dance eould 
be elCilClled tree the ebunh. 'She danced henel.1' rioht 
out of the church' the aaylt\i _ nt. 

The It1(;eo.u ty --< youth deviaed the play pa.Tt.)' .. a 
au'bltit\lt.e. Tbi.re \/lUI no prohibition apinllt chll~n'a 
'-1. LoD4oo Br1d£e, a!lid the like. l'beH pmea_re 
p-adually deVll!loped 1Jlto excitill6 and c(mQllcated 
artaire Yhic .. to the caalJllJ. atra.n,ger m15ht appear to 
be regular ~rle&11 aq~ da;le.a or l'\I:ID1Q1 aeu, 
V1.th c~ln& .. n.ne", graru1 rigbt and letta, aa1 
other _U-kDovn !i(lUT'ea. The onl/ obV1OU1 41t'terence 
_ a t.bat there ...... DO inlltJ"Ul:leIl"..&l accOCllp&D1lxnt. 
InatM4 all the pa.Tt.icl,anta I&tIfi a '0!16 vb.1ch Ind1cat.ed., 
otten by very poetic ,1I::d.lea, the 1'1811"1 everyone ...... 
to tollow . 

OC:e&llonally the Itrlct.er "rentl mioht that 
their da\l&hten tit out the dane .. - 00.,., ~~~!t ... 
vbich 10.volved. actually 1V1~1I& .. putDer 
the other'a _1It. And 11 I~ne tried calli", vell_ 
kncNn IqII8r1!: dance Calli, that mieht be ItoppK. AI 
u.u.l, it ""1 a ,ee'MY coote.t between the &enen.uOlll. 

10. the 20th Century, the prohibitionl az-lnlt dancin& 
baVl: been P'dual..ly relaHd in _t ot the eOWltn. 
!Jq\ll..J'e dancing vith iMtru.entl bee... it.adf old_ 
fashioned, am )'OUll6 people dace"" oev 4&lloeel to 
acCQle!Jl'On''''"1lt nt reeorded &aic. . e_rtbel .... in tbe 
reYiwJ. 01' aq\.l&n' 4&.nc1n& vb.1eh ba, taken place dw1.n& 
u.. .. ,t tvwnty )'Wt.ra. play ~l'tiea baVl: beel!l revived, 
too, and. tor lenral. very FOd r ..... ona: 

1) 'l'heyare __ of the belt '.uxera' io t.he \IOr14. 
A pooup or CIOlIqIlete nonce. can be .ojoytaa tbeIa­
.. I ... vitJ:I a ~ 01' bdabored illab'uCtiOD. 

2) Any fIIJIIIbIr I:&D pa.Tt.ielpate , vi tbnvt ha YiD& to be 
ri"l41.y pV\IpI 1.Jl Nt of e1&ht, or ao;y ot.ber ........ 

3) 10 &e~l)t, _~ea.l reeoN.1ncl nor ll ... 
iM~1rt&l.1It.a, 11 DlI1I'4ed . On tbe Ipu:r' of tbe 
_nt , ~re then &.I'e teet that v.z:It to daDee, 
au4 a flat -=tace , be it a llT1D& ~ Ooor , barn, 
elael~ or &)WII, -..:s.ov or~, i ' Mfici_t 
for a pl«y party. 

4) 'I'be pay partiel t.b=Ieh .. are f'Un to Iins;. 'nIey 
are tul.l. nt tine follr. poetry, del1;htt'ul t..&ery 
.m ayabol1_ vb.1ch .t1Jlll.J.lat.e, the ~ination. 

Thia LP hal been -.de under cOnillderable 'pprehelllinn 
tbat it will be laed too 1IUCh . It 11 hoped t.i:II.t 
reereaUoo leader. v1ll only \lie: ~orda to teach the 
tone' • line. it 11 true that it il ealier to learn 
a tonG by bIIar1.n& It tan 1'roII the printed. pIoGe. 
'nIen put the rec:ordl a_y. and do the play pa.Tt.1e. a, 
they Ihoul4 be , with the atrona am rb,ytlalc u.dtoD 
11l:I,&ins; tor only ace~nt. 

C"'tef'W. aekmvle4e;=ent 11 ~ to l.)'tIIl &ad Kltberine 
Rohrboll&h, fl"OlII vboee eollecUnnl IIIDtt of the WONI 
and aoelocUe. OD tb..i, reeord vere t&keo. A m.al>er 01' 
the 101:1&1 baVll! be.n COJI)':rigbte4 by the .. in the _ 
01' the &COd 1"olkt vtIo tl.ll&ht tbem the pl..I.y p'rtiel, 
in orear to prevent cn:lll:ll!re1&l 'II1'Ute . The.e collee­
tioOl, vbleb &.I'e quite ine;o;pendve, ani contain clouftl 
of other tlM plI.y partie" are 11lted bere alntl& vith 
other _rtbvblle boob ot plI.y partin. 

Bal'ld,y n.y Partin, BdlWd by the Rohr~, .,u'bl1.lbe¢ 
'by the CooperatiY't Recreati on SerYiee, Dadnor ROI4 , 
Dellv&nl, Ohio. $1 .00 

The above colleetion it a collation at H veral. -'-leT 
ODe" vh1eh C&rI be nreareod iD11V14I.all.y ror 2Sf .. e.b: 
M14wltern r 1&y '--rtlea, Ohio Play Partin •.• AJm 
PRCI1EnAll£ w., by llelen and Larry E1Iel'lher&. (21103 
Bnu:lch St., 2lalllville, 'hllnellee) , 1.00 

'ml AMElUCM PLAY 1'fJITY, by Beojaun lIoUJ.n, \1. ot Okla . 
Pre", 192. 'l'bJ.I colleeUoo. loag out of print, _ y 
be :reitIUied, but aI!IoIlWhUe 1t 11 worth a trip to the 
library to Und. A det&Ued and l ehol.l.rly It~, with 
buDdred.s 01' deligbttul. v.r1l.nt verael &nd _loc11el. 

Peter seepr 
Balr.con, J( .Y . 
rebruuy. 1959 

• 
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91de 1 

~te See£'lr, to'..u:. SeeSer, 
LarJ')' &belllMlrg 

Band 1: 14&1000, MUOO 
hte Seeger, Hika See~r, LalTJ' 
Ehel:lbcrG 

Go _.h )'Our Uny vtDClowI 
M/I.&oo, *1000 
Go ..... h )'OW" t1~ viDdov. 
My Su:ty-Io.nna-S\te 

Go race )'OW" tiny pJo.J'tDer 

I4D 1.00, "':.00 
Go r.ee )'OW' Uny .... "'neT 
My Su:ty-Anna-Sl,lt 

lio" , l et lie lee )'0'" h .... t.le 
Ma:r.oo. *1.00 
!loY , let lilt .ee yo ... htat.l.e 
My s ... :ty_Anna_Sue 

lIMd 2: Skip To My Lou 
Pete Sneer. Mlka Seeger, Larry" 
I:henberg 

I ''Ie 10'1. Ilfi l1rl, nt>II "bat'll I 40, 
I've loet Ilfi lirl, DOW' "bat'll I do, 
1'_ 10.1. Ilfi g1rl, nov "bat'll I do, 
6kJ p to ~ LeN, Ilfi da:rl1nc· 

BlUp , .Up, ak.1p to ~ Lou; 
WI', ,lUI', ek1p to rq LeN; 
SlI.1p, ,lUp, allp to ~ Lou; 
8k.1p to rq :t.ou, rq darl.1ag. 

I'U get IDOtMT, ,better ODe too; atc.. 
Cat', 1n the bu'tt.N1lJL, ak1p to 10" Lou, etc.. 
Flla' 1.0 U. ~, .hoo, (1)' , sbDo, ak.. 
Plell .. U"I ~, aQ4 eo U"I )'OIl, atc.. 
Pa'. FIt a abotclm, ~ 32, atc. . 
tC1 CU1 ___ , ~r Dine .boe , ate. 
SU4JIU' 1, .... 1. aII4 ao U"I ,ou, ak.. 
8t&a4 tlIere bi& toot, 600' 1. IcDov ...-1. 1.' .so, atc. . 

B&Dd): Sbake The:! 'Sua:.na Do\ro 
Pete StIce-I', lA.rry Eben'bers 

Circle rlpt, do-ho do_ho 
Circle rlgbt, do-ho do-bo 
Circle rlpt., da-bo do-boo 
ShIIJte t.bnt '8u.otlll dCMI 

Circle left, do-bo do-tID 
Clrc:le left, d.o-bo d.o- bo 
C1rc:le len, d.o-bo d.o-hIl 
SbIIke Uwm 'S1Jllll)tIII dCMI 

~e &l.l, do-tID do-tID 
Be.lanc:e &l.l, do_bel do-ba 
B&J,aDee &l.l, d.o-bo do-lID 
Sbair.e them 'S1J:D01'I' dO'VI1 

'Round )'OW" ~T, do_bel do_boo 
'Rod)'OW' penuel', 4o-bel d.o-bo 
'RoUDd )'OW' pJo.J't.a.r, do_bo do-bel 
st.Jr.e t.bnI 'SiJIIIOna dow. 

'RoUlld )'OW' COMllllr, do-bo 4o-11D 
'RoUDd )'OW" eOr"DeT, 6D-bo do-be 
'RoUDd )'OW' coJ'Dtr. do-bo do-bo 
Shake tbul 'S~na dCNll 

J>I"omR~ )'OW' corner, do-Ix> do-no 
ProIDea.d.e )'OW' COJ"DeT, do-bo do-t>o 
P:rome~ )'OW' cornel', do-bel do_bel 
St..ll.e tbcm 'S~na dOVII 

Be.al II: uat.ma Gel 
Pllte SMser, M1b Seeger, Larry 
ti.,.nberg 

Cc.e throUib 1ti , bW'T)' 
Come throu.&b 1.0 a tw.rr.f 
Cc.e throV&b a .. h\lrl'Y 
Ala_ O&l 

I 4ou' 1. kDav boY, bo¥ 
I 4ou' 1. kZlOv bow, bow 
I don't kII:nI bo¥. bow 
Ala_ O&l 

I P:noe4 )'Q\I bow, bow 
I P:noe4 YO" bow, bolt 
I eboWd )'Oil bDw, bow 
Ala_ pl 

, 

A1o.'t I roc:k. ~ 
Aa't I rock ~ 
Alo't I rock ~ 
Ala_ pl 

--



St.lly DoIro the Alle y 
~te Seeeer, !'.n ... see~r, l.arr'f 
El&ecber£ 

Bm 
_. 

Sally dove the oll., 
Bm c~a 

Solly ""'" "" 
alley 

Sere COIIIea Sally clovt: t..'lI! alley 

"""" j, ., ..... 
,,,,. 

" U .. ebow.der "" ;:ro""..ella\l.e 
B~' ., ", ellDulder .. , prg=erla4~ 
Hand on tile ebould.r ar.d proc.:la4e 
Down 1n .ua bua 

Sv!1lfi that ~' at your back 
Sv1ng that l~' H your bac ... 
SVlI:£ that l aely at. your ba cl; 
Down Ie A,laba.2 

Band 6: Tur::l ~ (lla:;sea Ove:-
Pete Seece:-, Larry E!.e::.berE 

I've been to Hur:e", 
I ' ve been t o Oo,'e::-
I've t.ravele" t.r.!" wiele vcrld all e ver 
O"e::-, o ver, tr.ree t~S over 
Dr ink all the G1n£e ::- alII' ~~d turn t ne &1a.aes o ver 

Sa111116 eaat, 5a!1!~.j; "ea~ 

Sall1f16 o ve: : . .'le ocear. 
You better wa tch out. ,,~:. :ne bo.t ber!lla :.::: rocit 
Or )'Qu ' ll lo.e your 61r: .:. :r.e ocea:. 

Ba!)d 7: Gclodtye !.1::.e Ja::e 
Pe .. Seecer, Larry Ehe :lber/: 

Side 2 

Ba~ 1: Cit Alene. r.::':>e 
PI!o .. Seece::- , 1,arr-j £he::be::-c 

0, t..'oe rabt.~ ltele c ~J.ir. 
AQd ltatteel 1n:.o tov:'. 

He IIlV the Yafl.l<en e:;=-~:l£ 
He Ulroved tha't pW'.l\ ir: !~V:-: 

CHORUS 
m-iIone ho~ 
C1t alone. holte 
C1 t &lons he:::e I 54:, 
Cit &lor.j; 0012 little thc..: eyea 
1lco't f o reet. t he _~-

Creal Us bouae ir, Lou.!evUle, 16 ltories 1l1sh 
£'very .to~· 1r. tlla~ bouae, !'1Ued. ",:ltn pw".l\ ;'t> pie 

(CROfIUS) 

If J hAd a needle anc! tnre.:!, r1ne al 1 couJ..c! Ie" 
I'd Ie" 1tY sal to :.y co.t 'tall, and dcrvn t.he road 

I'd 60 

(CHORlB) 

SOllebod.y atolit f1f:J old coon 4oe; "'lIh they ' d br i DE 
h1lll t.cll. 

To cha.e the old hop over tbe fe nc.; little onea 
tbru the cr.-cit 

(CHORtS ) 

vent. to .ee Mill Lha Jane; abe met me at tlIe door 
Shoe. and ItDell1Jl61 :In ber t.nd, bel' r.et all o ver 

the flDOr 

(CHCI'IlI8) 

If I had a .c&l.d1DE Vif., tell you vbat I'd do 
I'd build a boat. and let hal' afloat , aDd paddle 

'lIlY 0VI1 canoe 

Baa:1 2: Pmt pr.,y pr.,t.cll 
Pete Seepr, )I.1ka seepr, l.a.rr'f 
lbetlber(l 

W'm 011 ¥bere " ~" 11tt.le lIellie 

""'~ 011 vbere " ~" l1tt.le Hellle 
Where o ll 'where it sYeet litU. lIeUiII' 
Way d.ovn yonder In the pay ,"v ,.~. 

C_ 00 boY', l.tl SO tind 'U 
C_ oo boYI, letl go tiDd 1M, 
COllie on boy" letl go ,tiQd 1M, 
lolly dOVD yoQder In the pay ,.. ,.~, 

Plck1n,g up pay.pava, put 'elll 1.0 your pocket. 
Plck1 nc up pav·paya, put 'e~ In yOIU" pockn 
Plckir.G up pav.pava, put 'el: In YOIU" pocket. 
\.Illy dovn yoQder In the pav.pav patch 

Bane! 3: Betty !.arll.111 
~te S.eeer 

He., around, all.1., argund, o ld Betty Larkin 
Hop aroW'ld , ,ld.p lll"Ound, old Betty Larkin 
Ho., around, aki., around, old Betty Lark1n 

Needl • • 1n a hay. tack, old Betty Larkin 
.u.o It:! dear dar11r.& . 

Steal, lteal , old Set.ty Larlt1n, 
Alao r:r:t dear clarlillf: . 

You wlte nine and I'U t.a.k. a DOthitr 
Aho lilY dear darl1DE ' 

Side 2, Ba.nd 4: JOUY IS THE MILl.ER 
(Pet.e seeter, Wry naenbert ) 

J olly 11 the lII1ller tllat 11v .. by tbe 1Il1ll, 
The "beel turna lUtIund o f 11.1 crvn free V1ll, 
VUh one hand in the hoppe: and the o'thit::- 11:: the 

... ek , 
The vbee l turn. 'rolmd anel .,.. a ll t\ITT. bac~, 

Jolly 11 the mUler U-... t 11ve . by the :1ll, 
The ¥bee l turnII around o f it. crvn tree v'..ll, 
\flth o ne hand in the hoppe r and the Othe: in thit 

.ack, 
The lad1ea £0 fo~rd a:Id the me n tun: back, 

Rdn1ns. balliIl£, eold , ,tonlt!' _ather, 
In eo_I tbe f&l"llller dr1nk1O£ up b.1, cider, 
In come, the rea.,er , out gotl the birder, 
I have a true l ove, vnen ~ 1 find ber! 

0 , _ 've got a piS 1n the parlor 
We've Sot. a .. lS 1n th. parlor 
Ve 'vl! lOt I piS in 'the parlor 
And he 11 Ir11h too 

0, I r i Sht band to YOIU" partner 
And litft banel to your Deighbor 
YoW' ri&llt ba~ to YOW' partner 
And all pz,:o_Mde 

And all proaoenade 
Anel all ~Mde 
SV1116 the 1&4: beb.1nd you 
And all pro_oa.de 

O. _ got. a DeW ple ln the parlor 
We sot a new p1e in the parlo r 
'ole lOt a new pi& in the parlor 
And be 11 Iriah too 

0, the _ old P1& 1n the parlo r 
Thit __ old piS in the parlo ::­
Tbe __ old pis in t.bt parlor 
Azld be 1, Irlab too 

(3) 

(3) 

(3) 



k!ld 6: Great. Blo1 Bouse III New Orle..us 
Pete Seeger, Kin Seeger, Larry 
:!itenberc 

Gnat bl& bou.H in Ne ... Orleanl 
PoTt)' itoriu hi6h 
!!Vel")' J"O(l(t t.bat 1 been in 
Filled nth INI'pll.in pie 

Weet 40vn toO the old II:.ill It.re&r: 
To retell a pail or .... ter 
Put ODt &J'a &t'OWId WfI vite 
Til' other 'round. WfI da\1ihter 

Fue thee _11 fIf:J darling girl 
ran thee _ll I4Y daue;bt.eT 
Fan thee vell fIf:J darl1l1€ glrl 
Witll tile &Olden alipperl on heT 

! 

~n4 7: Sent M;y BroVl1 Jug DovIIt.oVI1 
Pete See",r, IU.ka Seeger, Lam' 
:!iMtm.rg 

Scot ~ brovu JII& doomtovD 
Sent WfI br"OVD Jug 4ovnt.oVl1 
Sent TIJif br"OVD J'.i& 4oVI1tovD 
SO earlJ' 111 t:be .,TDina 

It came MClt v1tb. a ....altt. &l"OUDd 
It. came MClt v1tb. a....altt. t.nIuD4 
It _ be.cll. vith a valtt. &TO\IlId 

So euly 111 the lIIOT!lina 

Ra1lroe.d, lte--.t; river aDd eaaoe 
1,.oat'llft;/ t.rue love, don't ltnov vbat to do 

0, abe" IODt, .me, lODe 
0 , ahe'. lODe, FDe, gone 
0, ,be', lODe, on that ragln& c..noe 

Let her go, go, go 
Let her 10, 80, SO 
Let ber go, on t.bat ragll1& callOe 
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our collections as historical artifacts and therefore to reproduce album 
jacket covers, notes and booklets as originally published. However, over the 
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ERRATA 

SOURCE  CATALOG NO. 
Track Title                       FW07604_104               

CORRECTION 
Alabama Gal 

The cover art displays "Alabama Bound" but the correct title as written in 
the track notes is "Alabama Gal".  
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