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by EINIKANOV .

REVI

The present Russian Alphabet 1s a modernized version
of the “Cyrillic*or “Old Church Slavonic Alphabel devised
in the ninth century by Saint Cyril.

Every Russiansound hasits approximate equivalent
inthe English lanquage _

Changes in the sound valueofany Russian letler, which
occur mainly for phonehc reasons, can be summarized
In a comparatively few simple rules.

All this makes Russian spelling easier than English.,
and,as Russian pronundation usually does not present
any unsurmountable diFficulty to a student, he will quickly
find himselfable to spell and 1o pronounce Russian
words with considerable accuracy.

The Russian Alphabet 1s composed of 3l lellers and 2signs

Russian letters can be divided into 3 groups
I Letterswhich look like latin letters and are
pronouncedinasimilarway
I Letters which look like latin letters but are
ronounced dlifferently
I Eefters which do not look like Latin letters and
are mostly of Greek origin

*Word stress' that is the pronouncing ofone syllable
with greater vigor than anotheris much more
emphaticinRussian thanin English
The'stress on the right syllable is most important for
the correct pronunciation of a Russian word. ,and. a
wrong stress rnay change the intended meanin

Ila Revouel

The slressed syllable will bendicated bythe sign overt
GROUP I (latin group)

h a stressedislike "a"infar’or “grm” but not so deep
as its English counterpart (the tongue is
not so far backward) and is shorter.

& a unstressed 1s like a faint vowel” " 1n"b t".

E, e stressedis like "yt ¢"In “yes"

L e uns{ressedisclose to€nglish short” {* in“mach ine*

Kk 15 like "K"in"fand" but without the slight aspiration

In the English pronunciation of “k"in the word "kind ".

Mmis like "m™in “ met:

Qo stressedis like"o"in "p ort” but with the lips rounded
and protruded more than in the equivalent
sound In " p ort",Russion” o is shorter than English.
0,0 unstressed s like"o"In"lem on*
G cis always like"c"in"city or"s"in"soon”
T 7 is like" t"in "met" but to pronounce Russian® 1" you
must bring the tonque against the back of the upper

teethand have the tip of the tonque pointing downwards.
Do not raise the tip of the tongue to the upper gums.

33is likeé‘t'in " 9ero" As the last letter of the word, or

before Lefters"k’,"c" and 1 pronounce” 3°as English® s
MaMa Tak  3aro’ Mokka Kartok Makdka
Mak Kak Cama  Mékka 3akaT ATaka
ToM AKT KaMa  Katca Ka3dk CeTka
Tam Takt  KOKC Mactcg Tecak 3amérka
KoT Kom KekC (Ceer Kakao Tekcac
K10 CoM Tema Mder Kakde A3soT

GROUD H Nulike ge inknee* (Huw

B g like*y in"yictory: ?‘ﬂeP,MKZ
Mockga Bas3a Réko Cagpa Z{,}S y s A;:TM:
CopéT BdTa Reka Copd bent k ASPMf( .
3agér BoT BéTKa Rder " £hs A g6 K Ao
OrgeT Bo3 Kpac CpeT RETSSRTOE KBa?T“Pa'
Okrdpa Bec RéeT Cear MH;TPWCHT Ty;cwja
Ega ROCK ROCTOK BMécTe E‘Ba:ep e BanM’ n
Pronounce 's'atthe end of the word and before T"c* and *K’as'f* K:)(H cra::’H 5‘&'(3”7
303,KOMKQB,Bce.KaBKé.a,AgromaT,CTaaKa. B a " BOTViH&m

nlike*n'in"pen B v3aoH OPb T

ap3ac Ha Bon 3akdn , ,
Tapk Ora HoB IyakK r llke'g'ln “get”, * qallows
Cendr Oy Hosd 3HaKoM [asera
CondTa Hoc Hesd 3ndeT r Op rar
ConeT Hac Becna CuéBa OPraHu3M
Toy Awapde  Owedy  Cray y [OPU3GHT
AHTOH CTOH Béna Cranok mTapra [APHWU30H
Anna 3BOK Ko o KandBsa MTapicT  amMma
Banna 3BOHOK OkHO 3Beno Cnrdra [Punaca
36Ha Bendk Céno KompaTta *rat the end of the word len
HdTa Crtakdnw  Kon HesécTa Keyr,Mar, beur.
Monera  Tohok Con AntonoB | Aalike dsin doororinth
Pplike rrin error butmorerolled . Itis formed by the i AokymeHT
vibrationof the fongue against the front of the palate ~ Anpec
TheRussian*p'is adistinct,trilling sound. U CTyaeHT
TedTp Mapr KdrTa Korme pcdn d A ABOKAT
OpKecTp Mapc Kopdha KoHT pakT i Kon A?fmé
KBaprer Benépa TeoH KoHTpdkToP ‘QO'STOP Bpuraaa
TeHop ABTop Cenatop  Toedp Auera brasdaa
Poca 03epo Béra CKopo Aanticr - AnBM3HO
pd3a Mdpe Baredra  (céra At the end of the word. “a:
ApomdT (T)pasa’ Konsépr  HagépHo FOPOA, PEKOPA,BXOA
PecTopaH tTPOB M4rKa CkeépHo
Tepdca MoTdp Hénep Manépa Aabé&BelrAat
Camosdp  Merteop Merp PakéTta Pe CcTT Yy XX
Yy like*oc inroot K xlike's'in trea sure'orgi
YM Hargra MyKd Kvaén | Panxa
Kym YK ye MYyKa APTYP ey Z Pe i M
Kyma TroTydP  Ty3 BHYK "IN Hacmuw
Cyma Pesersydp KapTy3 3BYK gem Axen ABaxwr
Kypc Kykypy3a BePHy CTYK CepddHT  Bapya
KwcdHT 3akvcka 3aBePHY  BKyc Unskerer  MYxik
My3a MYyPMaHCK  HayM Cove At the end of the word: »¢
AmMypP YPa Y3Ko TyPoK raPpay,barax, OPX,
X x like *h'in *her but much more aspirated.The sound| 1] 1 ike:l:in-bult or Li
"x"is formed almost infhe same way as k" except rhat K 5
at themoment of pronuncialion the tongue does not AT seT
touch the roof of the mouth only coming closeloit and] Bt 1
leaving passage for the outqoing breath . Ba
Ax! XJsep BaxTa Myxa lame leg Ba sePiin
Ox! MoHa Xarta Ctaryxa Munocu = EBundr
Iyt MOHAPX YTé xa Berx Bep avH Jloka
Xa-xa! Cdxap Cyk Haserxy | Kufmar  Kosasera
Xo-xo! daxdp Cy x TPy xa
Xy-xy!  Caxdra  Cox Xadc Nnlike *pin pillar o
Xe- xe Mo x Coxa XoP NPe3uae
Yxo Me x Xpam XePcoHec Mapnare
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MHYTAa  YHyBePCyTET
Mot/B APXTEKTOP
Pyrm APX TeKTYPa
Mexkcyka DPaHk P
Apy3oHa Kaccyp
bpy3 MoHaPxycT
Buo XPUCT yaHuH
B Ky MexaHyK
KapaHTiH XyH iH
TpaH3ytr PYOyH
Apxis  Kapra®H

or (reek letter*gamma (")
PAHUT MMH

ABrver [ePOW3M
bareT KdHrpPecc
boraTr OperoH
Bardx A rPoHOM
Arént Pek
Aréncteo [Pex

ds fo sound like " k-

 Greek letterdelta’ (A)
Co na laPaepPab
Boaa Lyx
Bdé aka Ayxu
OuBaH Bo3ayx

> [RCEPT AUHAMUT
Ovsa Hd ao
baHauT KomeauanT
Kre oy Kand aa

l
tends to sound like T
BUaA [Lagua, 3apoa.

33 Wu Kk MM HH Oo

1gem without preceding*d: sound
lPa’ynaHcTBo Haae waa
Kawaa Hasoporok
HupoTt Kpy %0K
Kaba YKarprou
Xoxy Ve
3axonsy YIwe

lendss to sound like English-s kv
1Y, HO X, MUPA X HO KA |

1 the Greek letter- lambda’ A

Te serramma APxaHren

Aamupan  KoHcya
[eHepa XypHan
Conaar  Jlumoh

\ UHBama Kawan
Jlerenaa 3ano

bub moteka Jloxka
JlokomoTue Xaapa

" in the Greek letter o
T flapTu3an [lakeT
T Aumnaom = flamnoa

H'qlIkQ‘y“'avll'\“yad\l”Or’" a_rd." (g PA) ”

~ A Poccig FeorPacbug ﬂ_onT

e é& ArMug NadoraTorug Agan
SSs5=. AUBUING  Peavrng THTy
yacht gxta [aprTug PuU3noHoMma Bac g
Kanudornug Batarey  PervagpHo Bdwg
Angcka Nnnvg Komnanug A3ug
Hagaa Opxuaey UHAYCTPUy ABCTPENMg
Magy Bubaug  dnotiaug Moasgk
darta Mpod eccugy Cadag A noHuUs
8',4, like’ bz in "quarhy(kpary)

Duyer KoHautypua AukyuAa g)panuun
Nondua Aeknardyna Aurékyma [PEyua
Mosuymna Nvdaukd va MNeoyénT  Aucyrnang

CTaHuMA JIUKBUAIMA AMePUKAHey || ex
énzop  Cnexuniyua KaHyendPua UUPK
OHEPT  Xectukynsiyua Kommépyua Peyént

Nayuedt Penetdyua  Copvand3m MPéyua

35 like ¢"inzgg’

JkBator  [losT Innread
@% JckaaPéH  lMoama IMUTPALINA
=¥ Jnonétel  MNo33ua IBOAKOUMA
23g=3" AzporndH 3STaméPka 3INeKTPU4ECTRO
3THA A3rPoAPOM SwaddT  IKcnesdLUn
Jjndéxa AdeT IHépPrua  IJKcnoPT
Typhj Avir Irerriuno Niops

Eé Like "vaw in"yayn’

Kontpongp Océn TeTa
MawngBp Ocen Tewa
5&# Wogir Cemen Ewg

yawl=¢a KoteHok  (Cima WéTKa
Jlurgrp TurpeHok  [leTe Yénn
Aupnxep  [lopocgHok Péaor Enka
AKTEP MepebsHok OngHywka Nea
N likey"inboy”
boi-Boyy Teréy  Paénta  Noauuenckvi
Poki-Poyy Tlepou  HOBunén Pyccwkuy
Yau-Yay Mysenp Danandvika Amepnianckun
Pavica-Payy Mvy3éu Mononodin WectAHOu
Mayiop Nakéy Senéuvln  HoéBBIG
NeidTendnT Saken Xordwuy  UcrtopPrueckuy
Kréycer  EsPéyy  Hacrodwuu WUntepéombiy
PajioH EsPén  DxoHoMuveckun

Aab5Ba T &aEe Ee My 33 u Mu Kk NaMm Hu
OollnPe CcTrYy @ Xx Ly Hy Ww Wweds oA

Thereare llvowels :a.¢.€,3,uu.0yb1.10,2 forming 2 groups

HARD SOFT
acorrespondingto 5
y R /]
bi u @and )
o @d3) " e @ndg)

ARussian consonant canbe pronounced either hard or soft
Softening of a consonant(‘palatalization”)is produced by
raising the tip of the fongue to the roof of themouth.
A consonant 1s soft when followed by a soft vowel(a.roneé)
orby the*soft sign” ", Soft sign has ng sound by itself.

ENGLISH APPROXIMATION OF HARD AND SOFT PHASES OF CONS.
hard  soft hard soft hard soft
B booty-beauty JIbull-bouillon Proe-rear

B vale - view M moon-immune C sun-assume
Ado -duty H noon-new T too -tube
3 Z00-easier n poor-pure

InRussian soft consonants occur at the end of the
words aswell asinthe middle .

Byason  Hero-Uopk Mapes NanebTé
MNaabma KonbAxk ‘Kapvépa OBesbaha
| ABToMoBunb Ko KoHb Liapb MbAHHO

Cran,ctane Mar,marte [ocnurane [lathcdt |
TronenaH B pat-dpare Otens Céma-cenbd

Hard sign"z"has no sound by itself but shows that the
hard pronunciation of aconsonant before a soft vowel
should be preserved.In some bexts s is replaced byapios frophe

Aykyuon Mobnauzdyma CpyeéHa  Keaaupurdyus
uwek  OBayus Pey  Bwuelleesnacht
Yy like *ch™in 'chalr'or'check'.

MdyTa Moydnka YeyéHew,

L&ﬁ MiyMaH 3HAYUT MymyhrHa

yac Myronyxka YyeHuk
ex Xoyy YyeHuuya
chairupside down ToyHo XoyeT YePBAK
Yek Ueren Kpuyy AéBoyKa
YuKaro Bray dayém MAy »
Hénbepneﬂ UemoAdH erPenyua [peyuxa
gyTa Tyya dboyka  Mvyka
L wlike sh in shutter
e, lUBeA Mandya  Hdwka
ER| uwseuns  ware  Kapanadw
=[] |Uekonda |lapx bdwHA
% ApTuudk  |lkad BuwHA
shutters MayMna ardaa |lar
Yérnan Maymuuict  ApPuviH occé
[ePMaH  MaPuw XoPd dwka
Hanﬂ‘nuﬂ MaPwaa [lyda wWyTka
enéya rad Ay Lax
| w, like shehinfresh cherries-
\ AM wyik Pdua LlleHdK
L\ A Jew, Yuwa Leron

(w/ Knew, Ky wa XBow,

PPN A Tawy 3au_,,vi'ra Orouwy,
Freshcherries Tawu Mdwm Hewwuna
Topapuy,  Trywoeba Muuwy Teywy
Boru, Aumk Yd we ueaywue
LLip Awepvua |Kndk LLleakyHuUK
KO tolike “yur in *Yukon* (H)KoH) |

3 Manuaridpa  Banwta ApHa

Kmop brorPo bBPowPra
%X pomopder  Monoc  HOPUCT
a youh=wHowa KocT 1oM Heardckun  HeTUumA
YBepTropa  BroawmeT  Lnwon FOPUCMPYAEHUUSA
Pepoarouna P roc W o3 HBuasP
Pesonwuna ABeHid Marw,  HOXAHWH
Arpantpa Mewd ca  Xeaaw o

falayy HUR QQBEKT oazeM CheM.Cet Cae3a,.




