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Cantorials

Cantor Abraham Brun
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WORDS EMANATING FROM THE HEART ENTER UNTC THE HEART

Cantor Abraham Brun was born in Lodz Poland. His
father Rabbi Yitshe Mair Wurker and his grandfather
Rabbi Zalmon Wurker wanted him to become a Rabbi,

but the little Awreymele wanted only to be a cantor,
and started to sing in a choir by a cantor. When he
was 17 years he went to Vienna to study music and
Voice. He also studied in various Yeshivos and
Higher Institutions of Learning. He served as cantor
in the largest Synagogues in Europe. During world
war II he was in the City of Lodz where he was born.

After having been liberated from the infamous camps
of "Auschwitz Matthausen, and Ebensee" in 1945,
Cantor Brun left his homeland where he had served in
dignity as a Cantor in "Lodz" before the war and was
immediately called upon to serve as "Cantor" for the
Great Central Synagogue in Haifa. Cantor Brun re-
ceived his religious training in various Yeshivos.

Possessed of an unusual Lyrie-Dramatic Tenor voice,
Cantor Brun received his formal musical and vocal , . . @ L T
education at the Vienna Conservatory of Music, end ' Photo by Fred Marcus
has also studied with the renowned Professor Bellini
in Naples, Italy. Only because of his firm religious
convictions did he turn down the opportunity for an
operatic career.

an assemblage of the most prominent Cantors composers
and music critics, whose hearty response was an in-
dication of his greatness.

In 1948, he was called upon by Temple Beth-El in

Long Beach, New York to serve as their "Hazzan", In New York Times review of Record Releases for
with whom he continues to serve to the present day. "Folkways Records", the critic writes "Cantor

This marked the beginning of his career in the Brun performs the difficult cantillations musical-
United States, since then he has appeared on Radio ly and with a good sense of phrasing". In another
and Television and has concertized in every major review, the critic writes "His tone is firm and
city in the United States, as well as several con- clear, and he sings with emotional conviction". We
cert tours abroad. The Yeshiva University has also are confident that with his amasing background,
called upon him to lecture to their students on the our great artist will provide an exciting and alto-
"art of the cantorate'". He was also called upon by gether unusual display of the cantorial and vocal

the "Jewish Music Forum" to demonstrate his art for art!




Thou hast favored us with a knawledge of thy Law,
and has taught us to perform the statutes of thy will.
Thou hast made a distinction, O Lord our God, be-
tween holy and profane, between light and darkness, be-
tween Israel and other nations, between the seventh day
and the six working days. O our Father, our King,
grant that the days which are approaching us may begin
for us in peace, and that we may be withheld from all
sin and cleansed from all iniquity, and cleave to the
fear of thee.

May the Holy One, blessed be he,
renew it unto us and unto all his people, the house of Is-
rael, for life and peace, for gladness and joy, for salva-

tion and consolation; and let us say, Amen.

Be pleased, O Lord our God, to fortify us by thy com-
mandments, and especially by the commandment of the
scventh day, this great and holy Sabbath, since this day is
great and holy before thee, that we may rest and repose
thereon in love in accordance with the precept of thy will.
In thy favour, O Lord our God, grant us such repose that
there be no trouble, grief or lamenting on the day of our
vest. Let us, O Lord our God, behold the consolation of
Zion thy city, and the rebuilding of Jerusalem thy holy city,
for thou art the Lord of salvation and of consolation.

And may it be thy will, O Lord our God and God
of our fathers, to make us familiar with thy Law, and
to make us cleave to thy commandments. O lead us not
into the power of sin, od of transgression or iniquity, or
of temptation, or of scorn: let not the evil inclination
have sway over us: keep us far from a bad man and a
bad companion: make us cleave to the good inclination
and to good works: subdue our inclination so that it
may submit itself unto thee; and let us obtain this day,
and every day, grace, favor and mercy in thine eyes, and
in the eyes of all who behold us; and bestow lovingkind-
nesses upon us. Blessed art thou, O Lord, who bestow-
est lovingkindnesses upon thy people Israel.
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SIDE Il

MAKH-NI-SE RA-HAMIM °* Angels of mercy, bring our plea for
mercy before Him who is the source of all mercy. Ye in
charge of prayer, submit our prayer to Him who hearkeneth
unto prayer. Ye in charge of lamentation, submit our lamen-
tation to Him who hearkeneth unto lamentation. Ye
in chaige of tears, bring our tears before the King who is
appeased by tears. Intercede for us, and multiply supplication
and petition before the King, the high and exalted God.
Mention before Him, recount in His presence, the devotion to
Torah and to good deeds of those who sleep in the dust. May
He remember their love, and preserve their posterity, lest the
remnant of Jacob perish; for the flock of the faithful shepherd
has become a reproach; Israel, the outstanding people, a pro-
verb and a by-word. Hasten and answer us, O God of our
salvation, and deliver us from all severe decrees and save by
Thine abundant mercy, Thy righteous anointed and Thy people.

And thou didst not give it, O Lord our God, unto the
nations of other lands, nor didst thou, O our King, make
it the heritage of worshipers of idols, nor do the uncir-
cumcised dwell in its rest; but unto thy people Israel
thou didst give it in love, unto the seed of Jacob whom
thou didst choose. The people that hallow the seventh
day, even all of them shall be satiated and delighted with
thy goodness, seeing that thou didst find pleasure in the
seventh day, and didst hallow it; thou didst call it the
desirable of days, in remembrance of the creation.

I will chant sweet hymns and compose songs; for my soul
panteth after thee.

My soul hath longed to be beneath the shadow of thy hand,
to know all thy secret mysteries.
; Even whilst I speak of thy glory, my heart yearneth for thy
ove.

Therefore will I speak glorious things of thee, and will honor
thy name with songs of love.

O my God, the soul which thou gavest me 1s pure;
thou didst create it, thou didst it, thou didst
breathe it into me; thou preservest it within me; and

form

thou wilt take it from me, but wilt restore it unto me

hereafter. So long as the soul is within me, I will
give thanks unto thee, O Lord my God and God of my
fathers, Sovereign of all works, Lord of all souls!
Blessed art thou, O Lord, who restorest souls unto dead

bodies.
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