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In J94J, quietly, . withoUt fanfare, 
with scarcely a tremor on our 
vaUnted aitical drums, there ap_ 
JlCared this giant among American 
noveb; Worthy blOOd-brother of 
Herman MelVille's MOBY DICK, 
ALBION MOONLIGHT Was first 
published at the author's expense 
-after haVing narrowly escaped 
hf.ing thrown into the fire in a mo­
ment of disgust and rage against 
the almost impregnable front of 
cynical commerCialism which is the 
distinguishing feature of mOSt pres_ 
ent day Publishing. 

'THE JOURNAL OF ALBION 
MOONLIGHT is a Work of un_ 
mistakable genius," states Henry 
Miller. "Nothing like it has been 
written since the inception of OUr 
literature ... in all English litera_ 
ture it stands alone. 1 say earnestly 
dlat I know of no other American 
writer capable of giving us SUch a 
naked, truthful, fearless and har_ 
rOWing aCCOunt. Albion Moonlight 
is the most naked figure of a man I 
have encoUntered in all literature." 

MinorlY,_here is a history of the 
plague-summer of 1940, when the 
black fires of hatred and madness 
had turned Europe into a noisome 
hell; more sweepinglY,_here is the 
chronicle of an inspired and ma_ 
jestic attempt to tell the Story of 
the angels and monsters which in_ 
habit the spirits of men. 

COMPILED AND READ BY KENNETH PATCHEN 



So much has been said about The Journal Of 
Albion Moonlight, by friends to friends, by the 
young, by the idealistic realists, the pure in heart, 
that there is only one thing left to say: what Albion 
said, "My purpose? It is nothing remarkable. I wish 
to speak to you ...... I insist on touching you." So 
did Kenneth Patchen wish to speak to you - of the 
"Great gray plague of universal madness" threaten· 
ing the Human Race, to speak to you "For life, for 
all that is most beautiful and noble in Man, for the 
immense joy of being alive." The Journal was one 
of time before, now, and to come. He wished to 
touch you with his love - "And love, 0 it shall 
flame/though darkness quell/ each and every name." 
He said/says "There is only one power that can 
save the World - and that is the power of our love 
for all men everywhere." Kenneth Patchen suffered 
writing the Journal. He knew what was coming. 
He knew his agonized cries would not be listened 
to, his warnings wouldn't be heeded. The citizens 
paid little attention to his knocking on the doors, 
his calling for help for mankind. He died with a 
heart heavy with sorrow for the world. Citizens, 
listen before it's too late. Please. 
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CLOTH OF 
THE TEMPEST 

KENNETH PATCHEN is one of the moet notable 

figure. in American Uterature-a figure .tanding 

unique and 80Utary among the poell of America. 

This Iate8t volume of hi8 work marks a mile­

atone in poetic achievement, for hi8 i8 a voice 

that articulate8 the beauty, the wonder and the 

horror of today in a powerful language that ia of 

our time. He i8 capable of exquiaite tenderneu 

and of impapioned ·violence, of piercing irony 

and mystical . contemplation. 

By KENNETH PATCHEN 
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When We Were Here :T' 

~ :s 

~ Together 
~ 
~ 

In a place we did not know, 
== ~ 

~ nor one another. 
~ 
~ A bit of grass held between the teeth ... 
:T' 
~ for a moment, bright hair on the wind. ., 

What we were we did not know, nor 

f ever the grass or the flame of hair 
... 

turning to ash on the wind c:r 
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Z A New Directions Book 

Published in 1958 

2nd Printing 19~6 
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