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And What with the Blunders 

The Origin of Baseball 

The Wolf of Winter 

The Fox 

Nice Day for a lynching 

23rd Street Runs into Heaven 

Pastoral 

The State of the Nation 

'Be Music, Night' 

The lions of Fire Shall Have Their Huntin 

Red Wine and Yellow~ Hair 

• 
The Orange Bears 

So Be It 

The E ... erlosting Contenders 

In Order To 

The Man with the Golden Adam's Apple 

Soon It Will 

The Reason for Skylarks 

Descriptive Notes are Inside p ock 
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SELECTED POEMS OF KENNETH PATCHEN 

Read by Kenneth Patchen 

S14. 1 

_It 

_2t 

_~t 

_ 5t 

_6t 
_ 1t 

lied 8t 

314e 2 

BalI4 1t 

_2t 

BUId )t 

80D4 ~t 

_5t 

BalI4 6t 

BoD4 7t 

80D4 8t 

Selecrted Poe .. ot 

ADd _, YUh _ B1_.,.. 

!be 0r1g1:tt or 8o .. ball 

'!1M Volt' O't V1:Ater 

!rIIo "0>: 
.loe Da7 tor • ~oh1ng 

l1L 9717A 

2;)rd S, .... , _ :r.,~ Boonn 

!rIIo 140ns at: "ire Slall 80 ... Their Ilunt1llg 

lIo4 Yl.De ""d r.llow 801r 

_ 0r0Ds0 Booro 

So Be I, 

The Bnrlaat1ng Conten4e1"8 

lil ~er To 

l'L 97178 

!rIIo JIm Yith tho Gold .. _'. Apple 

~ Beason tor Sk7larb 

la.toN]. 

'he State ot the Katlon 

Bad. 91 'Be b10 •• 1ght' 

_ lOt S_ ~ (Soon I, V1ll Be) 

BaD4 Ua Where Slall. V. Walk 

Drl'RODUCTIOH TO AI BlIGLI5H EDITION 
OF I:ElIlIE'lH PA1'CBD'1 S POEKS 

It hi cIi1Iinh to prJ_ Patchen', ~ work with .. , 
co_all whkh eaa add to tIae ruder', .pJll'Cdatiofl., __ _ 
work of thi. kmd, lib all the poetry which take. it. orip 
&om Bart CraDtl .. d nom the ipMCh of coDtemporuy 
America, hu aD impact which it whoDy ~te--oD. 
CaDJI.ot eval_te it and read it at tIae ___ ttm.e. Pauhen, who 
ill, to my miad, uaqaemoaably the p-eIItelit ofCtaae', 1"'_ 
on. &lid pot_tidy • .putel' Old more coh_t ipre thaD 
Ctaae 1Um.eIf, .... bnnapt the pedectioD of th» immedia~ 
to • pomt at whidi, wbeD it ncceed., ia very like • blow b1 
n. tot.] el'ect ... d it it. equDy impoeCble to --.lyte. Hi. 
pt\ (or the p.my Iyrieal IIlId n_tive pu- .. IIItVer 

.~ •• _ ba the poe .. whicb ncoeed Ie .... ba tJ.cU 
bateOeetual _teDt. Bllt it ill Dot ooly thiI pt\ whicb maIw 
Patdrr.ea', .&pi6eaAC11. He OWN Iai8 .tatlll'llll eaWely to the 
(act wt be ... hWIUID hdas. Wt he hu • KIlle o( pity. 
that be Iaat aenr lorfillited the (act o( bIIIiDr • man.; aDd 
beca_ o( hi. hWDaDity aDd pity be eaJI prodllce the IItterly 
witheriaa blut o( IClOnI. aDd CODteJllpt (or the pioI,., thimble­
rigtn •• tomic libentort. aDd the J'Mt of the Gad_, filth 

who aft aaakias the world a d~ hWDaD. bei.Di. at m. 
fall NiPt. I1ln'OlIDded by til, eDOrDlOua ehaOI ... d pube-
faetioa ofbubuiml •• ta.adiDt; for pity ... d h1UDlll.D. achieve_t 
aaaiJut the eatin buhariaD .pparat .... B, .. ODe of tlaoM 
aolitary fipr'Ol Iik.e BCJUY Miller wbo it utwly uaaf,aid. 
aDd WDoee writiat: .. ODe van ,-lil'iiii of Mlidari.ty with the 
victim8 who bow they an: view.. .ur.d the victime w"o 
thiDk. they aft winDen. The eDt.eace o( medical Kieooe 
IUId or thiI k.iad of poetry ate the ooly two (actOrt which pYe 
_temporary Weltera life aDy eIai..m to he called. a eivilitatioll. 

The v..m_ o( the conflict, aDd the depth or Patehu', 
fcelinll abollt it. m.ke him incoherent. Some of the pOelDl ate 

little more thalli the ejaculaticml or Mmebod,. who it w.tdWat; 

a CrucifixioD. At. e.tiriat he hg. (UDd or ac:orD aud jual aDler 
... hicb ill out of fu hioD. It ill the fury of MDU!ODe who 10vOi 
hiI fcllow mcu. Thcn: it. DO miaauthropy aud DO cheap 
llDiggeriDs about it. 'I'lUl Army of the Nigbt hu fou..ad a voioe 
hen:. which. eay' 'Dowu with them, let the m.niacal cruelty 
wlUch they 'peDd their ' UhllaDCIII to deviae deetroy them, 
becalllC it than DOt deelroy ua.' The imallOJ"Y ill a .. dinic 
i.marry. beca\UIII ba tbe world we live iu they have covered 
everytlaiaJ:. eYeD the aowen, with hlood. Tbet"8 bu been a 
teadmcy to aloof inhumanity iu mucb of OUt OWD ... ., poetry. 
bec.uae we relied too mue.b OD IIDdentaud.i.a1l bUtory. PatcheD 
both uudentaau aud £eeI...-he _ the ruin aDd mw-der 
.. lUch .. co..iq, aud feeb the death of evcry victizu. 

If the .pmt of P.tcheo QOmH to reach the .e ... CODlCnpt 
pau=ratioa, if lIit poetry aDd hit .ttitude to poetry pVN the 
Dext JIIIIIe ... tioD a YOice, there will be a Mund iu the tbec:t 
that wiD. DOt be ni.. 

ALEX COMFORT 

london, 194.6 
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BY 

KENNETH 
PATCHEN 

RANDOM HOUSE 

NEW YORK 

•• • 

1st Book • pub11.he4 1n 1936 

KENNETH 
PATCHEN 

N E W DIRECTIONS presents a new 

book of pot:ms by [he author of 

I 

'l~.t Bdition 1939 
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CLOTH OF 
THE TEMPEST 

KENNETH PATCHEN il one of the mOil notable 

&gure. in American Iiterature-a figure .tanding 

unique and iOlitary among the poet. of America. 

Thi. latelt volume of hill work marb a mile­

.tone in poetic achievement, for hi. i •• voice 

that articulates (be beauty, the wonder and the 

horror of today in a powerful language that it of 

our time. He i. capable of exquilile tender"lleel 

.nd of impa .. iODed 'violence, of piercing irouy 

and my.tical contemplation. 
(c-...._,._~) 

By KENNETH PATCHEN 
41d1ww 0/ 

J ........ a1 or Albio .. Moonli,bl atwI The D.rk I:h.,do. 

'Fl~.t Edl tion 1943 
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MAN IS TO NAN .4 tlEArT A FAWNING DOC, A kOAIliNC ~N, 

fi,Jt~HftT" 
rnlE\:jrlnl~ 

e"'OUm" rn"~," "'S"'A 'OJ:""',:: :".:'"':::: 
t IE 'I E C . I) OPL£ I'ItEY UPON EVEn 

'La IS TI lE GRfAT IIOAST 01' 

[

HAT THEY UNITED ~L"" I"TO 

UP EHOUSE$A1'IDTHE HICHW"US 

Y 1.D UNOO AU. THAT THEY HAVE 

..... 1.. 0011. WOOO5 ANI> oolt INNO-

'" 

"CAIS, ISSTlAll or 0\J1 £.\lPTY Il.lIILOINGS AND OUR 

lmcs. THEY HAVE ASSt:MIILU) MANY THOll. 

Nt. 50; THEY HA\'[ 810lJ(;HT THLo,t J:-'TO 

2nd Prlntlng 1946 

Flret Edltlon 1942 
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yellow hail' 

kenneth patchen 

Published 1n 1949 

THE 

FAMOUS 

BOATING PARTY 

ANO orH" 'OflU IN '10$1 

4 HEW IIIUCTJO H S 1001( 

Publlshed 1n 1953 
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PATClIEN 

Publlahed 1n 1957 

When We Were Here 
Together 

In a place we did not know, 

nor one another. 

A bit of grass held between the teeth 

for a moment, bright hair on the wind. 

What we were we did not know, nor 

f ever the grass or the flame of hair 

~ turning to ash on the wind 
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Poems by KENNETH PATCHEN 

A New Dir«limu &ol. 

Pub11ahed 1n 1958 
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