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1. Once A Lady Told Me 1. How Do You Write A Poem

2. Everytime It Rains 2. The World is Not A Pleasant Place To Be
3. Mother’s Habits 3. Nikki-Rosa

4. Conversation 4. Poem (for Nina)

5. The Geni In The Jar 5. Categories

6. Mothers 6. Housecleaning

7. The December of My Springs 7. Scrapbooks

8. The Women Gather 8. Dreams

9. The Life | Led 9. Beautiful Black Men

10. Legacies

| think of poetry as being autobiographical. That doesn’t
mean all poets put their lives between the pages of a book
but it does mean, at least to me, that we who write believe
our poems. A couple of years ago Marion Williams, the
gospel singer, recorded a song that says “I've got to live
the life | sing about in my songs..
further than an artist should ask of herself. Many of the
themes I've explored in my poetry | couldn’t possibly
.but | do believe old women are within the scope
of my interest. And though I've never experienced starva-
tion | do understand that in this world starvation is

know. .

unacceptable.

10. Always There Are The Children
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will do it together. .

.” | think that goes
responsibility for it.

requires.

Like any writer | have looked for a writing voice. | prefer
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the first person singular or plural because | do believe we
.whatever itis. Live and love; live and
hate. Create a better world; destroy the one we have.
Unlike some theoreticians | do not believe we are eithera
part of the problem or a part of the solution. | think we are
a part of both. And since this is our world we must take

Those who have gone before and those who are yet to
be birthed—it is to these that we owe our legacies. | am
hopeful we are at least as strong as our foreparents and |
am confident we will be as intelligent as the next century

Nikki Giovanni
New York City 1975
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