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Performed and read in Greek bymembers of Columbia University. with Jet.
Folkways Records and Service Corporation, New York City

Sophocles: Antigone
Read by Members of Columbia University
Characters (in order of their appearance):

Antigone . .... .Maristella de Panizza Bové

Probably no other Greek play has enjoyed a wider
popularity within the last 150 years than Sophocles'
Antigone, and few dramas in Western literature have
been interpreted in as many different ways. The reasons
for this are not far to seek. The Antigone, which is in-
cidentally one of the earliest of the surviving plays of
Sophocles and was first produced in 442/1 B.C., is
richer and more varied in the problems and conflicts it
presents than other plays which are superior to it in
dramatic intensity and unity of structure. There is the
central conflict between Antigone and Creon which in-
volves the problems of authority and rebellion, religion
and the state, the permanent and the temporal, obedience
to the laws of men and to the laws of the gods. There is
further the martyr-like death of Antigone and the iragic
end of Creon, whose family is sacrificed to the edict
which he had proclaimed. In addition, there are a
number of subsidiary themes: there is the relation of
Antigone to her less courageous sister Ismene and to
her dead brother Polyneices; and the relation of Creon
to his son Haemon and Haemon's relation to his betrothed,
Antigone.

Accordingly, successive generations have empha-
sized one or the other of these themes in the light of
their own experience and preoccupations, and have thus
vitalized their own cultures. For example, during the
German occupation of France in World War II one such
new interpretation gained great celebrity: Jean Anouilh
enlisted his version of the Antigone in the service of the
French resistance movement by emphasizing, to the ex-
clusion of all other themes, the triumph of the perennial
values propounded by the heroine over the ruthless tyranny
of Creon. Whether Anouilh's is a true interpretation of
the Antigone is irrelevant: what matters is that Sophocles'
work, by providing the inspiration, proved its relevance
to our own time as it has done for the generations that
preceded ours.

The constant pertinence of Sophocles' Antigone is
in itgelf sufficient justification for making it available to
a wide audience through the modern means of sound re-
production, and for making it available in the form and
language in which Sophocles wrote it. This language
differs in many significant ways from modern Greek,
especially in pronunciation, though in some details
there are still uncertainties about the exact nature of
some ancient Greek sounds and some aspects of ancient
Greek poetic diction. The text upon which the present
reading, performed by members of Columbia University,
is based, was edited by Martin L. D'Ooge (Boston, 1888).

The modern medium necessitated the cutting of
some passages of the original. In making these cuts,
the aim has been to keep the plot and movement of the
drama unimpaired. Consequently, no scenes were elim-
inated, but the choral interludes were, with one excep-
tion, generally confined to one strophe each and long
speeches were shortened so as to cut out only whatever
had little direct bearing upon'the plot. Thus, the follow-
ing lines were cut:

110 - 154 645 - 671
Ismene. .......Sylvia Schneider 175 - 191 701 - 723
s 268 - 275 791 - 890
ChOTUS cotvisins .Rev. Thomas Bermingham i TG SaAs
i itfi 310 - 314 944 - 987

Creon. . oviyh. G, Keym Whitfield A o g i

Guard..... ....Martin Ostwald 406 - 440 1072 - 1083

Haemon....... Marshall S. Hurwitz :;; : :;Z 1121:(? - 1154

Teiresias...... Herbert W. Benario 506 - 507 1270 - 1276
4L i 594 - 625 1301 - 1338
4413 Messenger. .. .. Martin Ostwald R
A7 Eurydice. . .. .. Barbara Schonwald
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