


FOLKWAYS RECORDS RFS 604 

A TRIBUTE TO 

GEORGE M. COHAN 
SIDE ONE Total Time - 23:58 
1. Sam Harris Intro/Over There 
2. George M. Cohan Speech 
3. life's A Funny Proposition After All 
4. I Want To Hear a Yankee Doodle Tune 
5. You Won't Do Any Business If You Haven't 

Got a Band 
6. I'm Mighty Glad I'm living, That's All 
7. The Small Town Gal 

SIDE TWO Total Time - 28:06 
The Phantom President Sound Track 

w/Jimmy Durante 

CREDITS 
Programming & Annotation: David A. Jasen 
Remastering: Carl Seltzer 

®©1983 FOLKWAYS RECORDS & SERVICE CORP. 
43 W. 61st ST., N.Y.C. , 10023 N.Y., U.S.A. 

A TRIBUTE TO 

M.COHAN 
ANNOTATED BY DAVID A. JASEN 

DESCRIPTIVE NOTES ARE INSIDE POCKET 

FOLKWAYS RECORDS RFS 604 



FOLKWAYS RECORDS Album No. RFS 604 
©1983 by Folkways Records & Service Corp., 43 WE. 61st St., NYC, USA 10023 

A TRIBUTE TO 

OmRGE M.COHAN 
ANNOTATED BY DAVID A. JASEN 

Geor~e Michael Cohan was borR in Proviien.e, Raoie 

Islani on July 4, 1878 into a family of vauievillians. WReE 

he was seven years oli, he became a full-flei~ei member of 

The Four Comans. This consistei of fiis fatRer Jerry, nis 

mother Nellie, his sister Josie, ani Geor&ie made the fourth. 

Tney were essentially roai actors, spendine most of their time 

touring the circuit in skits ana specialty son~s-and-daaces. 

In the early nineties, Geor,e cot ~itten by writinc songs ani 

began that aspect of his career in earnest. From there to 

writinl vauievilla skits and paroiies was but a step. In time, 

he became famous not only as a sonl-ani-ianee man, but as a 

playwricmt, dire. tor, composer, lyricist, music publisher, dramatic 

actor ani producer. TRe first compleat man of tne American theatre. 

His own :Broe.dway product ions, startin& with The Governor's 

Son in 1901 included twenty-two musieals ani tRirteen strailat 

plays. His most impressive years as proiueer-performer-playwri~ht 

occ~rrei turing the year~ 1904-1920 when he was partnerei wita 

Sam Harris, Ri~nly esteemei Broaiway producer. Coaan scorei a 

personal actinl triumph in E~ene O'Neill's An Wiliernems ani 

later in Kaufman an. Hart's I'i Rather Be Ri,ht. 

His most famous musicals in wAie. he also starrei, 

feature. nis most famous son~s iurine the first .eeaie of tais 

century. TRey includei Little Johnny Jones from whica eame 

"Tlte Yankee Dooile :Boy," "Give My Relaris to Broaiway," ani 



"Life' 8 a Funny Proposition After All"; Forty-Fiye Minutes 

From Broaiway which sportei his "Mary's a Grand 01 .. Name"; 

George Washington, Jr. which incluiei "You're a Grana 01« Flal"; 

anG Fifty Miles From Boston which featurei Ais "Harrigan." 

But his biggest sonl hit was not from any of nis snows. It was 

a solitary number written as a patriotic number for tke first 

world war. Cohan's "Over There lt 
WRS the most popular and inspirin, 

of all the Worla War I songs written. It was 80 inspirinl, in 

fact, that Congress in 1940 issuei a special meial of honor to 

Cohan for writin~ it. 

His many tfieatrical talents encompassei the entire 

theatrical business and it is har. to realize how one man coulm 

aominate an entire musical proiu.tion - ioin~ eYerythin, himself. 

And this just wasn't for one proi~etion but he ' iii it eontinueosly 

for fifteen yearsl 

A pre.oeious youn,ster w~o aad iefinite iaeas, ae set 

about e~an,in, musieal eomeiies in America, &iYin~ them an 

American feelin, - full of brasaness, orightness, anei with 

patriotie ferTor. He wrote his autobio,rapllly, TWENTY YEARS ON 

EROADWAY in 1924. On his 60th birthiay, tAe Catholic Actors 

Guili honorei aim witR a iinner from waieh we feature him sinliE, 

his most famous son, OVER THERE ani hear his pra~tically 

extemporaneous speeeA, en.in~ wita Ais most famo~s curtain spee •• : 

"My father thanks you, my mother thanks you, my sister t nanks you, 

ani as for myself - that t:;oes without sayine." 

Just before nis death on Noyember 5, 1942 in New York 

City, Warner Bros. completei a film bio,rapny callei YANKEE 

DOODLE DANDY. It starrei James Ca,ney as Coftan ani won for Calney 

an aeaiemy awari. Coaan saw the moyie and approTei. 
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SIDE ONE 

INTRODUCTION/OV~~ THERE. Sam Harris, Cohan's 

partner in proi~cin, Broaiway shows for sixteen years, intro'uces 

Cohan at tRe Tribute Harris himself proiueei for the Catnoli. 

Actors GUili. Then, Cohan is called upon to sin, his most famous 

son" OVER THERE, with an orchestra engage. especially for tais 

dinner to selebrate Cohan's 60th birthiay. 

GEORGE M. COHAN SPEECH. This was tne aighlight of 

tne iillmer. 

LIFE'S A FUNNY PROPOSITION AFTER ALL was tae first 

of seyen son~s Cohan recoriei on May 4, 1911. It was nis only 

recori session. These reeoriin~s were really iramatie reaiin~s, 

rataer taan singinc, and they illustrate Cohan's brilliant 

yocal teehniques. This Cohan ori~inal eame from his 1904 s~ow, 

Little JORn~y Jones. 

I WANT TO HEAR AND YANKEE DOODLE TUNE ana YOU WON'T 

DO ANY BUSINESS IF YOU HAVEN'T GOT A BAND are typical Coaan 

numbers. TAe latter tune is quite comical, a rare commoiity 

for a Conan son,. 

I'M MIGHTY GLAD I'M LIVING, THAT'S ALL was another 

son& from Ris Broaiway sRow, Little JOAnny Jones. 

THE SMALL TOWN GAL eame from ais 1908 suecess, Fifty 

Miles From Bosto~. 

SIDE TWO 

THE PHANTOM PRESIDENT was COaaD'S only starriD~ 

motion pie._re. It was eione at the Paramount Stuiio in 1932. 

Others in the cast were Jimmy Durallte, Clauiette Colbert, 

Geor~e Earbier, Siiney Toler, Jameson Thomae, Paul Hurst ani 

Alan MowDray. TRe son~s were writteR .y Rienari Roicers 
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an~ Larry Hart. Wkile they were fine for the proiuetion, 

there we re no outstaniin« hits. Tile best moment in S onl 

is proviiei by Jimmy Durante who scores with. "Dr. Barney 

Will Cure Yo~." He also ~ai tke snappiest iialo~. 
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