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The Bandura (or Bandore) 

Cover Photo: 'The Bandura Player 

The Bandura is an Ukrainian folk instrument, first noted. in 
the 16th Century, which is closely allied to the ancient Ukrainian 
instrument called the Kobu. The ban dura supplanted the kobza 
in the 18th Century when the two instruments more or less 
merged except that the bandura retained more strings. The ban' 
dura has a wide, shallow, cup,like board, With the strings extend, 
ing from the neck down, touching the finger boud when they are 
played. It is typical of the ban dura to have. auxIliary or additIOnal 
strings drawn over the right of the sounding board . The melody 
is played on the sounding board strlnp and the bass ~ccompanl' 
ment is played on the finger board strings. The sound IS obtained 
by plucking and it is basically a "piuicato"' type. musical Instru' 
ment. It can be played either by a pick held In the h~nd or 
placed on the fingers . The sounding board is as:fmmewcal In 
order to have room for more strings and to attain greater re' 
sonance. 

It is characteristic of some Ukrainian musical groups that they 
sing and accompany themselves on the banduras. The ensembles 
listed below as "cappella" groups provide both the choral and 
instrumental elements. The musical groups Jisted here as "or' 
chestras of folk instruments" include instruments other than the 
bandura. The careful listener can distinguish balalaikas and dom' 
ras in the ensembles and he may then compare the sound with 
that of the bandura. 

SIDE ONE 

1. The Cossacks Are Whistling (U/trainian Fol/t Song) 
Zasvistali Kozachen/ti 

Ivan Kozlovs/ty, tenor 
U/trainian Cappella Bandura Players 
Conductor : Alexander 'Min/tovs/ty 
A Cossack joins his comrades' in' arms who are leaving for war at 
midnight. His sweetheart, Marusia, cries bitterly at the parting. 
"Do not weep, my darling Marusia," says the young C?,ssack, 
"Better pray to God for the safe return of your lover. 1,'he 
Cossack's mother takes tearful leave of her departing son, hoping 
that he will return soon . As the Cossack rides away his horse 
stumbles at the gate. This is considered a bad omen by the 
Cossacks and the young man, being superstitious, is disturbed 
by it. 

2. Hutsulka (U/trainian Fol/t Dance) 
U/tramjan State Orchestra of Fol/t Instruments 
CO'dductor : Hrihori Veriov/ta 

3. Evening Song 
Vechimia Pisnia 

Ni/tolai Fo/tin, t"lIor 
Music by Kiril Stetzen/to; Text by V . Samoilen/to 
U/trainian State Radio Orchestra of Fol/t Instruments 
COllductor: Ni/tolai Khivrich 
The sun sets slowly in thl: mist of the forest and evening shadows 
fall silently upon the earth. Hast thou, bright sun, tired of shining 
or, perhaps, thou art angry with us? Please, dear sun, keep se.nd' 
ing your warm rays to us with motherly care. But the sun hides 
behind the hori~on and sends her nightly farewell. 

4. The Fifer (U/trainian Fol/t Song) 
Dudari/t 

Arr<Jllged by Ni/tolai Leontovich 
U/trainian Dum/ta Chorus 
Conductor : Alexander Soro/ta 
Old Grandpa, the fifer, used to walk down the village street 
playing his' fife . Now he is no more. The fife is silent and nothing 
remains of his chest of treasures. 

5. The Enamored Bandura Player (U/trarllian Fol/t Song) 
Vziav Bi Ya Banduru 

Boris Hmirya, bass 
U/trainian Cappella Bandura Players 
Conductor : Alexander Min/tovslty 
The enamored swain plays his bandura and sings of his love for 
the bewitchingly charming ha~eJ.eyed maiden. In vain he im' 
plores her to accept his love . 

6. Do Nat Shine, Bright Moon (U/trainian Fol/t Song) 
Oi, Ne Sviti Misiachen/tu 

Halina Sholina, soprano 
U/trainian State Radio Orchestra of Fol/t Instruments 
Conductor : Ni/tolai Khivrich 
Do not shine, bright moon, for anyone but my beloved when 
he walks home. But should he fall in love with another girl , 
then, dear muon, hide behind the clouds. The moon , indeed , 
hides behind the clouds and the heartbroken girl weeps bitterly. 

7. Evening In The Country (U/tminian Fol/t Song) 
Vechir Na Dvori 

Boris Hmirya, bass 
Lev Ostrin, piano 
It is evening and the dusk of night is falling. A village lad 
asks a beautiful girl to meet him under the starry skies where 
he can gaze into her eyes, embrace and caress her. 

8. Curly.Headed Cather:ine (U/trainian Fol/t Song) 
Kucheriava Katenna 

U/trainian Cappella Bandura Players 
Conductor: Alexander Min/tovs/ty 
Curly'headed Catherine clings to Martin. She asks him to marry 
her. He turns down her proposal as her love does not seem 
genuine to him . It turns out that all the fellows are after Catherine 
and poor Martin becomes the laughing stock of the village. 

SIDE TWO 

1. The Sett'ng Sun (U/trainial: Fol/t Song) 
Sontze )oo{iz.:n/to 

Ivan Kozlov; \y, tenor 
U/trainian Cappell.a Bandura Players 
Conductor : A.lexander Min/t ovs/ty 
The sun goeb down and the evening shadows fall. A fellow 
hastens to his beloved . He begs the girl to come out and meet 
him by the river and not to beafraid of the frost. 

2. Koza("hok (U/traionian FOl/t Dance) 
U/trainian State Orchestra of Fol/t Instruments 
Conductor : l1rihori Veriov/ta 

3. Girls, Do Not Wink 
Oi Ne Morhaite Divchata 

Music by Eugene Koza/t; Text by A. Novitzlty 
Nina Pavlen/to, Valentina 'Tretya/tova, 'Tamara Polishchu/t, 

B<Jndura 'Trio who sing to their own accompaniment 
A girl met a fellow from a neighboring village, on a path in a 
field of swaying rye. When her girl·friends found out about it 
and saw the handsome lad they began to wink at him. But he 
remained true to her. Shall she give up her sweetheart? No, love 
cannot be sacrificed. Although you girls are very adept, one 
thing you must understand: all your tricks will not do you any 
good! 

4. About A Young Maiden 
Pro Divchinon/tu 

Music by Yuli Meytus; Fol/t text 
Boris Hmirya, ban 
Lev Ostrin, piano 
A peasant lad is madly in love with a beautiful maiden. He 
sends the elders to her to propose a match. Her rich father 
opposes her marriage to a poor boy. In despair the boy plans 
eo drown himself but changes his mind because the water is 
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too cold and may chill his bones. He no longer thinks of his 
maiden as he has found ten other girls to help him forget his 
painful love. 

5. Handzia (U/trainian Fol/t Song) 
Elizaveta Chavdar, soprano 
U/trainian State Radio Orchestra of Follt Instruments 
Conductor: Ni/tolai Khivrich 
Is there another maiden in the whole world that can com· 
pare with the fairest of all, my Hand~ia? Her lover has travelled 
far and wide - but has never seen a more beautiful face than 
that of Hand~ia. When she gazes at him with her beautiful be· 
witching eyes his heart throbs violently and when she chatters 
sweetly he is charmed completely. 

6. Oh, Maiden, The Frost Rustles (U/trainian Fol/t Song) 
Oi, Divchina, Shumit Hai 

U/trai°rt i.an Radio Ensemble of Bandura Players 
Conductor : Andrei Bobre 
A lovesick boy asks a young girl to marry him. But the girl 
refuses saying that for her to marry him, he must have a hut of 
his own . He proposes that they shall live temporarily with others 
but she turns down this plan, preferring to live in any kind of a 
hut rather than to be under the same roof with a nagging mother· 
in·law. 

7. Onc,c In A Cherry Orchard (U/trainian Fol~ Song) 
Raz V Vishniovom • 1.1 Sadoch~u 

Vladlena Yal/tut, soprano 
U/trainian Radio Ensemble of Bandura Players 
Conductor : Andrei Bobre 
Once in a ch!!rry orchard where nightingales were sweetly sing· 
ing, a young Cossack was pleading with a young lass to forget 
him and to love someone else. 

8. At The Little Bridge 
Na Mistoch/tu 

MusiC by Ar/tadi Filipen/to; 'Text by H . BOi/to 
Ivan Kozlovs/ty, tenor 
Children's Chorus and Orchestra of Kaliningrad; Artistic 

Director : Anatoli Chmerev 
Conductor: Yuri Silantiev 
The children have to cross a little bridge to get to the forest 
to gather mushrooms. But a grey wolf sits on the bridge, growl. 
ing and gnashing his teeth, and does not let the children pass. 
A little goat is also going to the green forest . He tries to scare 
the wolf by threatening to go gore him or trample on him with 
his hooves. Finally, the wolf is chased away from the bridge and 
the children thank the little goat for helping them get rid of him. 

For complete catalog and U/trainian text of these songs 
write: 

MONITOR RECORDS 
156 FIFTH AVENUE 
NEW YORK, N.Y. 10010 
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YKPAIHCbKI DICH! I TABUI. -------------------------
Side One 

C'I'OpiHKa 1. -----------
1.3ACBHCTAJrli h03Al{EHbKH. -----------------------------------------------

. YKpalHcbKi Hapo~Hi nicHi. 

5. "On, P~ 6H, c'I'apa KaTH, 

CKopime BepHYTbCJI, 

MF 301 

1. 3aCBHCT8XH K03aQeHhKH 

B noxi~ 3 nO~YHoQi,-

3anxaxana MapyceHhKa 

CBOl JICHi OQi. 

Ta ~OCb Min KiHh BopoHeHbKHI 

B BOPOTJIX cniTKHYBCJI. 

2. He nxaq, He n~aq, MapyceHhKo, 

He ~aq, He XypHCH, 

Ta sa CBoro KH~eHbKoro 

Bory nOIlOJlHCH. 

3. 3i~OB lliCH~b H~ ropoD, 

A COH~H HeKae ••• 

Ma'l'H CHHa B ~opiseHbKY 

C~i3HO npOBO~Eae. 

4. n~H, ~H, Kin CHHoqKY, 

Ta He 3a6apH~CJI, 

3a qOTHPB He~iJleHhKH 

~O~OKy BepTa~CH!" 

6. on, X'I'O 3Ha&, KOXH BepHYCh, 

B HKYJO rO~HHy, 

DPHIKH s MOD UapyceHhXY, 

flK pi~HY ~HTHHY". 

7. "O~, p~a 6 .II YapyceHbxy, 

3a pi~HY npHaHJI'I'H, 

Ta qB 6y~e x BOHO KeHe, 

CBHY, maaYBa'l'H?" 

8. "on, He nAaqTe, Be sypi'l'eCb, 

B 'l'yry He B~aBaA'I'eOb; 

3arpaB Mi~ KiHb BopOHeHhKHI 

Ha3~ cno~iB~TeCb". 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
3. B E q I P H fl IT I C H fl • 

-
CJlOBa B.CaKi~~eHKa. 

THXeCeHbKHn Beqip Ha 3e~D cna~ae 

r COH~e ci~ae B TeKHeceHbKH~ raA. 

o~, COHeqKO HCHe, BeBses 'I'H B'I'O~OCb? 

l{H TH p03rHiBanocb? I ~e He ~Hra~. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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~iAY Mi~, AYAapHKY, TH Z Oy~o CeAOM iAem, 

TH Z 6yno B AYAY rpaem, 

Tenep ~e6e HeMaS, AYAa TBOR ry~Rc 

I nH~BKH 30cTanHcR,KasHa, KOMY AOCTaxHCR. 

~iAY Mil, AYAapBKY, ~H K 6YAO cenOM iAem, 

TH X 6YAO B AYAY rpacm, 

Tenep Te5e HeMac, AYAa TBOR rynRc, 

I nH~HKH socTanHcR, KaSHa; KOMY AOCTaxHCR. 

~iAY Mia, AYAapHKY, 

TB Z 6yno ceAOM iAem, 

TB Z 6yno B AYAY rpacm. 

Tenep Te5e HeMae, AYAa TBOR rynR&, 

I nH~HKH socTanHcR, KaSHa, KOMY AOCTanBCR. 

~iAY Mi~, AYAapHKY, TH Z 6YAO cenOM iAem, 

TH ~ 6YAO B AYAY rpacm, 

Tenep Te6e HeMas, AYAa TBOR rYARc, 

I nH~HKH socTanHcR, KasHa, KO.Y AOCTSAHCR. 

~iAY Mift, AYAapHKY! 

~iAY Mil! 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

B3RB 6H R 6aHAYPY, Ta ~ sarpaB, ~O SHaB • 

qepes TY 6aHAYPY 6aHAypHCTOM CTaB, 

A Bce ~epes o~i, KonH 6 R lX MaB 

~a Ti Kapi o~i Aymy 6 R BiAAaB • 

MapycHHo, cep~e, noxanil MeHe -, 

Bi3bMH MOC cep~e, A~ MeHi CBOC. 

~e KpHM 3a rOpaMH, Ae COHR~KO CRC, 

'l'aM MOR ronyt)Ka S lKaJlIO saBMHpac. 

~3RB 6H R 6aHAYPY, Ta a sarpaB, ~O SHaB • 

~epes TY 6aH~py 6aHAypHCTOM CTaB. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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6. 0 B H E C BIT H M I C fl q E H b KY. 

1. ua, He CBiTH, MicRqeHbKY, He CBiTH HiKOMY, 

Ti~hKH CBiTH MH~eHbKOMY, RK i~e ~O~OMY, 

flK i~e ,lI;O~OMY. 

2. GBiTH aOMY paHeceHbKo Ta ~ POSraHRa xMapH, 

A ax ze BiH iHmy Ma~, TO sa~~H sa XMapH , 

To sa~~H sa xMapH. 

~. CBiTHB MicR~b, CBiTHB RCHH~, Ta ~ sa~moB sa xMapH, 

A R, 6i,ll;Ha, ripKo n~aqy - spa~HB MeHe MHAH~, 

3pa~HB MeHe MH~H~l ••• 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
7. B E q I P H A ~ BOP I • -----------------------------------

Beqip Ha ~Bopi, Hiq HacTynac. 

BH~~H ~iBqHHO, cep~e Oazac, 

4HCTec HeGo SiPOHhKH KPH~H, 

BH~~H ~O MeHe, ~iBqHHO M~a. 

~a~ nOAHBHTHCR B HCHii oqi, 

CTaH TBi~ OOHRTH, pyqxH ~iBoqi, 

rARHYTH B ~HqKO, ~HqKO qy~HoC, 

Ha KOCY ~oBry, Ha qopHi 0pOBH. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
8. K Y q E P fl B A KAT E P H H A • --------------------------------------

KyqepHBa KaTepHHa 

qinAJrJIaCR sa KapTHHa, 

O~, MapTHHe ,lI;o6po~iD, 

CBaTa~ MeHe y He,ll;i~D. 

KaTepHHa, AIDOa, MH~a, 

~BaTaB TeGe 6, TaK He CRAa, 

He ~O zapTiB, ,lI;O AIDOOBH 

B KaTepHHH qopHi 0pOBH. 

B KaTepHHH Ky~pi B'DTbCR, 

A sa Hei x~on~i O'DTbCR. 

Bi~oAamHoMy MapTHHy, 

06ipBaAH BCD qynPHHy • 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 



Side Two. 

1. C 0 HUE H II 3 E H b K 0 • ----------------------------------
COH~e HH3eHbKO, Be~ip 6~H3eHbKo, 

BH~~H ~o YeRe, yoe cep~eHbKo! 

oa BHa~H, BHa~H, Ta He oapHCR, 

Moe cep~eHbKo p03Bece~HTbcR. 

Oa BHa~H, BHa~H, cep~eRbKO r~~! 

Cep~eHbKO PHOKO, RCHH~ KpHmT~D! 

OA, BHa~H, BHa~H, He 6iaCb MOp03Y, 

H TBOl HiEKH B manoqxy B~OEY. 

4epe3 piqeHbKY, qepe3 60~OTO, 

TIo~aA PyqeHbKY, Moe 30~OTO! 

......................................................................... 
~. 0 R HEM 0 P r A aTE ~ I B 4 A T A • ---------------------------------------------------

1- Ae nmeHH~eHbKa myYi~a, 4. A BOHH ~03~H~~HCb, 

,ne CTeEHHa npO~Rr~a, ,nOlo&Opr~HCb, npoCTO eMU, 

OA i XJ[on~R s R 3ycTpiJIa TIOKH a xAon~i nepeCT~H 

13 CYCUHboro ce~a! 3~HBJIRTHCR Ha HHX. 

2. fiK nO~yJIH, RK ~i3H8.JIHCb 5. Uwc no~p~OK XRTPYBaTHX, 

fiK n06a~HJ1H Aoro, Ma6YTb, 3aB~KH 6epYTb. 

Be i nO,Il;PYEKH 3a,Il;HB~~HCb 1y qOpRRBOro Bi,JuaTH? 

Ha t{opH,fIBOrO Moro. Hi, oraKHX He BW8.1OTb! 

3. Ta O~Ha aOMY R BipHa, 6. IUo6 He MaTH BaY MOPOKH, 

XOt{e Cep,Il;eHbKO Toro, fi CKaxy Bal( 6 e3 rp ixa : 

I ~OB MOR HesYipHa, HK yopraem Ha Bci 60KH, 

Bo JlD6JI!) R O,D;HOro. To He 3Haa~em EeHHXa! 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

MaB R pas ,Il;iB~HHOHbKY t{enypHeHbKY 

~~6y ~e6eTymeqKY, pyYRHeHbKY. 

reA, reA, ra, yx, xa, xa, 

,niBqHHO, pH6qHHO MOAo~a. 
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llOCHnaB R CTapOCTiB y He~i~ID, 

,UyuaB, nory~Re:MO Ha BeciJlID. 

re~, re~, ra, yx, xa, xa, 

,UiBlillHO, pH6qHHO MO.nO~a. 

- 5 -

Ma.nH nOBepHYTHCR 3 pymHHK8lolH, 

ABe nOBepHYJlHCH 3 rap6YSaMu. 

re~, re~, ra, yx, xa, xa, 

,UiBttHHO, pH6ttHHO Yo.nO,Il;a. 

BcbOMY cynpoTHBHBCR 6aTbKO pi,Il;HH~, 

00 BOHa oaraTa, a H Oi,Il;HHa. 

re~, re~, ra, yx, xa, xa, 

,UiBttHHO, PHOttHHO YOJlO,Il;a. 

,UywaB R BTonKCH 3 TOl 3~OCTi, 

Ta Bo~a XOJlO~HaH, AOMHTb KOCTi. 

BEe npo TY ~iB~HHOHbKY He ,Il;yY~, 

Bo Ha npHAHinpRH~HHi ,Il;eCHTh Yam. 

re~, re~, ra, yx, xa, xa,} . 
510. 

,UiBttHHO, PHOttHHO MOJlO,Il;a. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
5. r A H ,U 3 fl • -----------------

qu e B oBiTi MOAO,Il;HnH, 

flK Ta raH,II;3H OiAOJlHnH? 

o~, cKaEiTe, ,Il;oopi JlD~H, 

mo 30 MHOD Tenep oY,II;e? 

raH,Il;3H ,Il;ymKa, raH,II;3H ~D6Ka, 

raH,Il;3H MHAa, HK rOAYOKa, 

r~3H pKOKa, rau~3R nTHttKa, 

r~3R - nHnH YOJlO,Il;HttKa! 

qz H MaAO CXO,Il;HB CBiTY, 

qu H MaRO 6attHB nBiTY,-

qou KaBHHa Ha~KpaCHima, 

fiK na Me He ~po r~HHe, 

Cepne Moe, HK nBiT, B'HHe, 

A HK CTaHe ~eoeTaTH 

CaM He SH~, ~o ,Il;iHTH. 

,Uex TH, ra~3D, Bpo,Il;HBac., 

,Uex TH ttapiB HaBtt~aOg, 

mo HK rJlHHHm TH O~HKa, 

To 3anJIa~y, HK ,Il;HTHBa? 

raH,II;3D, cepne - MOAO,Il;~~O 

RKe • TBOC rapHe ~HqxO, 

qouy raH,II;3H Ha~HJlima? 

I ry6oHbKH, i OtteH.KK, }2 
I HixeHbKH, i py~eHbXH! 

pasH. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
6. 0 R ,U I B q H H 0 ill Y M H T brA a . _________________________ L __________________________ _ 

1 • "o~ ,Il;iBttHHO, mYllKTb r~, 2. "Hexaa mywHTb ~e it rY,II;e, 

Roro JlOOHm,- 3a6YBa~, 3aoYBaa. Koro JlDCiJlD,- wHt 6Y,Il;e,Yi~ 6Y,II;e. 

ott ,Il;iB~HHO, mywHTb ratt, Hexa~ .YWHTb ~e It rY1I.8 , 

Koro JlI>6Hm, - 3aoYBaft:!" Koro A~31D, - wift: 6Y,II;e! " 
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