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ROBI HALL and JIMMIE MACGREGOR, undoubtedly 
Britain's best-known folk-singer.<, w re recently introduced 
to Am(hican enthusia. ts on the Monitor label, in their Scottish 
and Irish album, "Two Hcids An Bctter Than Yin." H 1'C 

they are again; this timc' a.· half of The Galliardt;, Britain'R 
most popular folk group. The othcr two members are Shirler 
Bland and L~on Rosselson. 

ROBIN HALL was borJl in Edinburgh in 1936 but spent 
mo I, of his early yean; in Glasgow. He is a direct dt--iCendant 
of Rob Roy MacGregor and of Mungo Pa.rk, the xplorer. 
His mother had b n an opera sing r, and Robin wa.'< nurtured 
on a generous diet of classical music and nlugic hall ongs. 
As a teenager, he played with a traditional jazz group, 
studied the piano, and spent his spare time digging up 
American folk songs and investigating the folk material of 
his native Scotland. He came to London in 191)7 armed with 
a. large r pertoirc of folk songs and a guit.'\r. He team d 
up with Jimmie MacGregor iJ} 1959. 

JIM lIE 1\1a GREGOR is a young Glaswegian who studied 
at th Glasgow School of Art. In his spare time he learn d 
the guitar and a number of Scottish folk songs, and whilst 
this tained his intere. t, he went ahead and became an art 
teacher. Followjng a visit to London's jazz and kittle clubs 
in 1957, his enthusiasm for folk music WIl!! fired anew. and 
packing up his belongings he left Glasgow. He is very kecn 
On harmony singing and ha met an ideal partner in Robin. 
Together they have built up a large repertoil'e of songs 
ranging through children's ditties, ballads, tudents' on~, 
and topical number. 

smRLE BL . D i: married to Jimmie, and in the earlier 
days of thc folk music revival in Britain·, they were velI­
known a a duo and as soloists - and for roaring around 
London on a high powered motor cycle r stoone.1 with guitar!; 
and banjos - Shit-Icy driving. She was for five years a 
prore ·ional ballet dancer until $he left her company to tour 
Europe ill a conv rled Canadian army ambulance with a 
fant.'tstic jug band (Juzz band) folk group/skiffle group 
combination, affectionately kno 11 throughout the country 
as "The Fabulous City Ramblers". She now sinllS regularly 
as a soloist, with Jimmie, and 'th the group, in addition 
to coping with a pre ocious and energetic thre -year old 
daughter. 

LEO RO EL. ON, like Jimnlie, \'a· u s bo I tea 'her, 
but left to become accompani t and musical rlirector of 
Bernard Kop's play, "The Hamlet of Ste y Green". He 
then spent a year in Israel pla>ring in kibbut:dm, in night­
clubs, and on radio, acquiring a good command of Hebrew 
and a large repertoire of l!'lraeli songs. Leon arranges the 
group harmonies, and r gularJy undergoes the ordcal of 
having his pet ideas batteroo to a pulp by the rest of the 
group. He is a prolific and c..'dremely original 01 g writer 
and has recently recor led an album of brilliantly vituperat­
ive satirical material. 

Sid One 

I. DRU~L E TARRIER· DRILL 
"Without he Irish, Americ..'\ would have no railroads." 

So say the Trish and, f course, it': alnlost trut'. The rock 
drillers, or Tarriers, were such an integral part of the 
early Alnerican cene that ill 1888 a flouri hing vaudeville 
team lmown us Connelly and CaRey wrote thi!\ song. It 
i!l ,till a Rtrong item in many n inger's .r 'pertoire. 

2. EW YORK GIRLS 
One of the b st-known of tile Jack Tar on- hor songs. 

The tune was originally a real polka. 

S. JOTINN TODD 
One of our old favorites this song, also from Liverpool, 

took a new I a~e on life recently as th theme tune of a very 
popular television Retial in Britain, called 'Z·Cars'. The 
air is Iri·h and a brought to Liverpool by the I ter 
f1ute~bands. 

4. L[ TEAD MARKET 
This is, of cour e, one of the best known Jamaican songl!. 

W learned it years ago from a roo·bearded s amnn­
!linger, R d Sullivan, who learned it in Jamaica. It's a v ry 
ad tory and a very happy tune. 

5. A J G 01<' P • 'CR 
Moscow i a great pIa' t,o learn lri h songs. At a folk 

music fe.·tival in that city a few years agO, we got thi 
one from the sitlging McPeake family of Belfast, Northern 
Ireland. 

The reference to a "Kerry piper" in the second verse 
had us puzzl~d for a while, until the traditional sing-er, 
.Joe Heaney,. explained that this referred to the singing 
cricket in Ule stone; of the turf fir. He is given the 
numc because, as Joe lOays, "You'll never ill your life 
hear a Kerry man who can play the pipe!>." 

6. _ r lLOR COURTED FAR fER' D GHTER 
Written by thc late great Iri·h compos r, Percy French, 

this 100ng has now pa cd 0 completelY into the folk 
repertoire, that one eminent Irish singer ha described i 
as a traditional song. 

7. WILD COLONIAL BOY 
Led by Jimmie, this is a ollation of sevcral of the 

many songs written around this fabulous and dubious 
arly ustralian Robin Rood. 

ide Two 

I. HI EI -'fA TO 
A modern ;etting of a Biblical text which say, "Behold 

how good and how pica Rant that brothers should dwell 
togeth()r in unit)'." 

2. LOWLA D OF ROLLA D 
Shirley sing here a ersion of this v ry old ballad 

which was COllected in Medstead, H3mp~hirc, by Ral,ph 
Vau.ghan Williams. 

3. HE Q AI.ITY OF MER. EY 
The River M r ·ey is renown cd fOT its sille, it smell, 

and it particularly sinister grecnish-gJ' y color. It mak 
its malodorou wa~' between th gleaming spires of the 
fair citie!'l of Liverpool and Birkenhead. The writer of 
thi· :ong, phYl'ici:t tan Kelly, lived vilhin no c-shot of 
the river and has u·ed the tune of the "Erie Canal" to 
carry his terrible pun. By th way, th mo ·k· heroic, dry. 
land :;:ailor type of song is not uncommon in Britain, 
the be t-known being "The Crui 'e of the aJabar" from 
Ulster. 

4. ",RRIERE CHEZ 0 S 
Loon leads this charming little song ,vhich he I anled 

in school. 

5. THE B R~YARD. 0' D ,LGATY 
Thi: i one of the best known of a whole group of 

<;plendi I song,· from the lIorth·east of 'cotland; the "bot-hy 
ballads". so called because they w te sung by the Carm 
\\'orkers at night in the huts or "bothies" where they 
lived, ate and slept. The ploughman in Scotland sold his 
labor by the ·eason and once he had "fee'd" himself to a 
Canner. h was x-pccted to work from dawn 'til dusk 
Cor the mere nccestliti()s of eXi t ncc. His work was drab 
and hard, yet in these !'long· he makes his protest with 
a minimum o( bitterness and a great deal of ironic humor. 
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GOR 
AR. isled by Bill utcliffe, Ba. 

Brian Broeklehur t, Ha 
Pete Turner, Drum 

6. NORTH 0 'NTRY MAID 
For !lome years, Leon Rossel on has supplied many 

British folk singer!! wit.h thoughtful and sympathetic nc­
companim nts. On this track, he is on his own with a 
ensitive trcatnlent of a fine tllne. 

7. BlRLI ' GHORAlDH CRROBHAI 
(Ghoraidh hrobhain's Galley) 

This song was written by the great Highland bard, 
Duncan Johnston, and we learned it from Gaehc Ringer, 
Jimmy McPhee of Ballachulish. We find that audiences 
all over the Highlands join enthusiastically and quite 
pontaneousl)' in the choruse . 

After. escaping from the Battle of Stamford Bridge in 
1066, Ghoraidh Chrobhain e.<;tablished his kingdom on the 
islwld of 15la where he commanded the loyalty of Norsemen 
and cots alike. Leading a strong force, he crossed to 
Ulster and ., ept through aU Ireland, ultimately conquering 
Dublin. This song describes the victorious passage of th 
royal galley between th Isle of Man and the lsi of Isla 
in the year 1095. !ncidentaIlYz}f your nam is MacDougall, 
MacDonald, MacAllister, roaeRuarie, MacRanald or 
Maclain, you mar be descended from Ghoraidh Chrobhainj 
but not necessarily . 

- ole by JIM~nE [ACGREGOR 

ALSO ON MONITOR 

Folk Songs of Scotland and 
Ireland, "'TWO HEIDS RE 
:BETTER THAN YI. !" ROBIN 
H.ALL. Vocals; lIll l\IIE ~IAC­
GREGOR, Vocals and Guitar/ 
Mandolin; LEO ROSSEL­
SON, Gultar/Banjo/ Accordion; 
JOHN JOBSON, Bass. Jolmny 
Lad, Hare.o; on the Mountain, 
!nverey, lick },Ia~ruire, Cut· 
tic's Waddin', 11 others.: 
MF/MFS 365. 

1<'or complete catalogue, " lusic of the World" write; 

MONITOR RECORDS 
413 We·t 50th Street 
New ork 19, New York 

Cover DelOign: David Chru;man 

Printed in U.S.A. 

This i~ a stereophonic recording. It should be played 
only with cartridg li dCl'igned for stereophonic re­
production. The use of a monaural cartridge may per­
manently injure this recording. For the care of your 
recordl.i check the needle periodically; store away from 
heat; wipe with a c'lamp cloth bcfore playing. For play­
back on wide ra ge equipment u e RIAA curve. 
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