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Side One 
1. MUA SAP Dance of the Bamboos (6:26) 

Orchestra 
Amid the joyousness of the liberation the Montagnards of the ~O~ l'U.£..f(~ na 
~:~~:' ~~~: B:: ~h:I:V:'~~:' '::;.~:t;Og rom"d" ~~~r2,~QtAIIJ5J nanre 
Women's chorus accompanied by a 16-string zither JU'~(.~I/fr .L./",,, l..-j 

Seven ravishing young gir ls, dressed in greerr si lk tunics, si ng to B 
the accompaniment of the " Dan Thap Luc. " This instrument is ble 
a six teen stringed zither, with a crysta lline sound of great purity. nsem 
tuned to the pentatonic sca le . 

11 2. 

<l 3. CON VOl The Elephant (2:55) 
Vocal solo: Tran Hieu 
This elephant which moves ponderously with his trunk forward , 
his front paws next and his rear paws followed by the tail is the 
powerful piece of heavy artillery that the fighters push up to the 
top of the hill. But even at the height of the strai ning. the fighters 
do not lose their sense of humor. 

04. TINH QUAN DAN People and Fighters Unite (4:47) 
Moon-Lyre: Vu Pho Zither: Kim Anh 
A so lo on the lute in the shape of the moon . (It is the shape of 
the sound box that gives it that name.) On a long slender shaft 
are fixed eight frets of unequal spacing suspended from which 
are the stri ngs-tuned to intervals of a fifth-~hich wrap around 
two pegs. The possibilities of the moon·shaped lute are numerous: 
accompaniment by pressing on the strings, gl issando, stifling 
sounds, embillishments by the playing of the left hand and differ· 
ent attacks on the various strings. 

Traditionally played by men, the moon·shaped lute is one of the 
basic instruments accompanying the performances of the Viet· 
namese theater. 

• 5. RU CON Lullaby (3:31) 
Vocal solo: Ai Lien 

The Vietnamese National Song and Dance 

Ensemble was founded in 1952 during the 

war with France. It consisted originally of 16 

musicians and dancers who performed for the 

soldiers and in the villages. The Ensemble, 

at the same time, began to recruit new mem­

bers, gathered folklore of the ethnic minorities 

and studied the dances of the various local­
ities. 

Side Two 
, 1. MUA CHUONG Dance of the Little Bells (2:58) 

Drums: Anh Nghiem Bells : Nhu Binh and Manh Cuong 
A Springtime dance celebrating the New Year 's Day of the minor­
ity called " Man:' a Montagnard people of the North near the 
C hinese border. 

.. 2. LY CON SAO Song of the Blackbird (2:54) 

Vocal solo : Ai Lien 
.. . Who then will carry me away far beyond the river . so th at 1 
may escape from my cage and fly freely through the skies? 

• 3. RU CON Lullaby (3:05) 
Instrumental solo : Thanh Chuong 
The Dan Bau , or monostring, is a typical Vietnamese instrument. 
It is made of a si ngle string which is fixed across a sound box 
with a supple bamboo stick in the form of an arc as a bow. It 
has a three octave range and the shape and construction of this 
instrument makes it possible to emit sounds very much like the 
human voice. 

Scorned by the Court and the nobles, the Dan Bau was formerly 
the chosen instrument of the blind wandering minstrel s. It was 
perfect for accompanying folk song, and above all, the love song. 
It is said that the sound of this inst rument is irresistible to young 
gir ls. " Young gir l , do not listen to the Dan Bau for there are 
many of you who cannot resist the player of the monostring," so 
ran the words of an old Vietnamese chanteuse. 

9 4. TIENG DAN TA-LU When the Ta-Lu Sounds (3:16) 
Women's Chorus 
The ta-Iu is a stringed instrument of the Van-Kieu minority­
(region of Khe Sang). The brave young Montagnards who tra­
verse the paths of the jungle, carrying heavy sacks of rice with 
which to feed their fighting brethren, never go without their ta-Iu 
which they carry slung over their shoulders . 

.. 5. DAN BO TOI My Herd of Cattle (4 :16) 
Vocal solo: Tran Hieu 
The cowherd is proud of his animals that flourish for the well· 
being of everyone. 

A popular song of Nam Bo, South Vietnam. Ai Lien is one of 
the greatest singers of Vietnam in the authentic and pure tradi· 
tion of the folk song. "A lone, 1 contemplate the moon which i s 
reflected in the pool- my sadness is great: don't cry, little one. Go 
to sleep, my child." 

<) 6. BAI LA MAY AO Let Us Sew Warm Clothes. .. (2 :03) 
Women's Chorus 

In 1954 the Ensemble settled in Hanoi, now 

having approximately 80 members. They re­

ceived the official designation of the Viet­

namese government as the Ensemble of Song 

and Dance of the Democratic Republic of 

Vietnam. Under the musical and choreo­

graphic direction of Minh Hien the Ensemble 

has been performing ever since and during 

their first tour abroad made this recording 

in Paris. 

,, 6. MUA KA-TU Ka-Tu Dance (6:34) 

Orchestra 

. . . for our fighting brethren. A song from the front which has 
spread and become popular all over Vietnam. 

Recorded by Le Chant du Monde, Paris . 

Dance of the Ka-Tu minority (High Plateau of Tay·Nguyen of 
the center of Vietnam) which celebrates the good harvest of rice. 

Other Recordings from Asia & The Far East on Monitor Records 
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FLOWER DRUM & OTHER 
CHINESE FOLK SONGS. Vo­
cals by Stephen Cheng with 
Ensemble of Chinese Folk In­
struments. Stereo: MFS 420 

SOUNDS & MUSIC OF CHINA. 
From the film " Behind the 
Great Wall. " Electronically re­
recorded to simulate stereo. 

MFS 525 

ARIRANG: Korean Song & 
Dance Ensemble. 

Stereo: MFS 430 

BAYANIHAN PHILIPPINE 
DANCE COMPANY, Vol. 6. Ex­
otic Rhythms, Chants and 
Dances. Stereo: MFS 723 

~ 

EAST OF THE URALS: Folk 
Music from Siberia & Central 
Asia. Electronically re-recorded 
to simUlate stereo : MFS 316 

For complete "Music of the World" catalog write to: MONITOR RECORDS, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10010 

INDIA'S GREAT SHAMIM AH­
MED. 3 Ragas : Shamim Ah­
med , sitar; Zakir Hussain, 
tabla ; Amanat, tanpura. 

Stereo: MFS 489 
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