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INT RODUCTION
Lebanon is a sma ll count ry geog raphica ll y a nd in terms of population. but it has bulked large in hi story and enj oys an
ex traordinaril y ric h cuhural heritage. Three thousand years before Columbus. Phoenician mariners pushed their ga lleys out into
the Atlantic, past the Pillars of Hercules. and explored the coasLS of Western Europe as far as Britain. They may eve n have
bea ten Columbus. si nce they rcached the Canary Islands. The cedar5. of Lebanon furnished wood for Middl e Eastern nati ves and
for Solomon's temp le· a gift from Hiram of Tyre.
Lebanese fo lk music comes frolll the mountain vill ages. where because of restrictions on music of Islam. Christian and Dru ze
vill agers took the lead in developin g and preserving a lllusic.lI traditio n which is peculiarl y Lebanese. There are three majo r
types of fo lk music in Lebnnon. all <lssociated with Chri st ianJDruze festivals. Mijana has a slow beat. with long phrases drawn
a lit and mOllmful. Ar Ro:.alll/{l is much faster, aki n to a western two-step. RiU/ba. the third type . is very slow. with phrases more
e lo ngated than Mijw/{l. The nati onal dance of Lebanon is a dllbke. in which the dancers form a ci rcl e and describe various steps.
led by a leader who waves a white hnndkerc hi ef. Wherever you find n Lebanese on the face of the earth (nnd there are more
o lltside Lebanon th an inside. due to em igration) the strains of the dabke set him to snapping his finger~ and stamping hi s fect.
just as the love-songs and sad songs of the Lebanese leit-motijpull hi s thoughts toward his lost homeland .
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I. ISS IT BAAL UEK - T he SlOry of Baalbek
a. Chorus
b. Reci tati ve: \ Vadi a l -S~lfi
c. C ho rus
The chorus. accom panied by the orchestra (which includes Western instru ments) sings several verses of the hi slOry of
Baalbek . They tell of the building of the temples ,Uld the glorio us past of Bnalbek . Then they sing nostal gically of the crumbling
of the ci ty thro ug h war and timc and other natural causes. until nothing is left but the bare column s and steps.
2. SOUl' EL- REE H - Voice or Ihe Wi nd
Fairouz, with chorus and orchestra; Rec itati ve: W;]d i al-Sa fi
Thi s is a romantic song which wou ld in voke nosta lg ia among absent e mig res. reminding them of the past. The solo ist is
rea ll y sin gin g about a gi rl fro m Baalbck and her sweet voice. She says. "don' t take her from us."
3. G HANN I LI BAAL UEK - Si nging 10 Baalbek
Med ley and cho rus featuring Fairouz
a. The chorus s il1 g~ of the beauty of the singer's voice and the glories of Baa lbek . He r voice is so swee t that it makes the
very stones of Baalbek !'ing.
b. REH LI F I BAAL UE K - Tour or Uaa lbek
Recitati ve and chorus cOlliinue the Baalbek slory.
c. ISS IT BAA LU E K
Solo: Fairouz
The Baalbck ~ to ry b a story of glory.
d . •-IAWN RA I-I NIB 'AA· Here We Remai n
Solo: Fairouz
The singer calls back the absent ones to the home land . say ing that no mailer what happens o ur hearts will remain here for
ull lime .
e. SA R RA H F IL 8 ARRI YEE - Wand ering in the Fields
Chorus and orchestra
111is is a symboli c song typica l of the du ality of Lebanese culture. The word s describe the fie lds. the stars. the black
woods. All o r thi s is a dream. a memo ry to those who ha ve le ft the homeland .

f.

RA HOO - T hey Are Gone
Solo: Fa irouz
The soloist sings adly of the great em igrat io n from Lebanon. Some of the phrases describe the lament of Sannin (the
mountain overlooking Baalbek ) for the emigres. the c ry of birds as they take wing. the departure of ships - where have they
gone? Where did they land?
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4. u. DA RK E, with oud, flut e, drums. O rchestra
b. ;AYN AL-MAYY - T he Waler Spr ing
Solo: Wadi a l-Sa fi
This is a ve ry typical and traditional Lebanese mo untain folksong.
c. VA ATOO R - The Wa tchma n
Wadi a l-Safi and cho rus - song and dllbke
Another typi cal folksong. The watchma n of the vi ll age is also a symbol of the en terta inment that fo ll ows a vill age
wedd ing or evening feast - he is called upon as a sort of master of ceremo nies.
d. YABU AL-I YOON AL-SOOD - Blac k Eyes
\ Vadi ai-San and chorus.
Thi s is an exampl e of mijtllla. with sing ing and danci ng that speeds up as the singers throw qu estio ns back and fo rth "Will she? Won ' t she?" etc. This is a part of the village wedding ceremony.
(b. c. d - accompanied by orchestra in dllbke)
5. TlKH MEEN RAHlT HlLW IT AL- HILWEEN - T he Sweelness or Ihe Sweet O nes is Gone.
Solo: Fairouz
This song is accompanied by the flule and oud. strummed with o ne fin ger. II is a love song, rather melancholy and
dwelling as usual o n some attraction thaI has been lost.
6. MEDLEY - Folksongs with chorus. nute and drums, in dtlbke rhythm.
So lo: Fa irouz
a. YA KARM - T he Vineya rd
A love song associaled wi th the ripenin g of the grapes as a sy mbo l of love.
b. S HAr n VA DLNI • Ra in, Come Down on O ur C ro ps
This is a harvest song of the mountain s.
7. KHIDNI LlL ARDH IL LI RA BBITNA LUBANAN - Take Me 10 the Bea utifu l La nd Which Raised Me. Leba non
Solo: Fai rouz
T he soloist sings directly 10 the emi gre - I am hung ry for grapes and fi gs. Bring me back to ou r vi llage. over lo ngforgotten roads: plant me there in the soil of Ollr village. in the soil of Leb;mon. I kiss the wa ll s of the o ld house.and pray under
the sky for my return .
8. LOW A YN? - Where To?
Fa irouz, with chorus
This is a contrapu ntal song with the so lo ist answering the choru s, defend ing those who stay on in Lebanon. thus:
Fairouz: Why do you leave?
Choru s: It is too hard 10 stay here. The land is too poor. the crops rai l: we cannot make a li ving.
Fairouz: But some things are still here - the birds sing ing, the Dowers, the soft spring.
Choru s: These are nOl enough. Life is too hard . There is no hope here for us.
Fairouz: Our vi ll:'lge is beau tiful. Our festivals are gay .
Chorus: These are not e nough.
9. FINALE - IJabke
NOTE: This recording was made al O\n actual public performance of the Baalbek Festiva l. Consequentl y. there is no cl aim
to the utmost in hi gh fidelity possible in contro lled studio co ndit ions. BUl the Festi val is captured with all it s exc itement.
applause and move ment on stage.
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1. ISSIT BAALBEK - The Story of Baalbek
2. SOUT EL-REEH - Voice of the Wind
3. GHANNI U BAALBEK - Singing to Baalbek
a) The Song
b) Rehli Fi Baalbek - Tour of Baalbek
c) Issit Baalbek - The Story of Baalbek
d) Hawn Rah Nib'aa - Here We Remain
e) Sarrah Fi! Barriyee - Wandering in the Fields
f) Rahoo - They are Gone
4. a) DABKE
b) 'AYN AJ...-MAYY - The Water Spring
c) YA NATOOR - The Watchman
d) YABU AJ...-IYOON AJ...-SOOD - Black Eyes
5. TIKHMEEN RAHIT lllLWIT AJ...-lllLWEEN - The Sweetness of the Sweet Ones is Gone
6. MEDLEY
a) Ya Karm - The Vineyard
b) Shatti Ya Dini - Rain, Come Down on our Crops
7. KHlDNl LIL ARDH ILU RABBITNA LUBANAN - Take Me to the Beautiful Land which
Raised Me, Lebanon
8. LOWA YN? - Where To?
9. FINALE: DABKE

Total Playing Time: 46:00
The Chorus & Orchestra of the BAALBEK FOLK FESTIVAi featuring vocalists FAIROUZ and WADI Ai-SAFI
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featuring Fairouz

A Monitor International Compact Disc
® 1994 Monitor International Corp.

