
t~lC'Yision shows. The ,$!:randson of the first Chinese 
Consul·General to Hawaii, Mr. Cheng wac; born .tnd 
educated in Ol in" in the c1allisical and m0dern <;(hools 
He is a facuir), member of the China Institute of 
New York. 
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TSUAN·NIF.N CHANG IUt:!? flute, ,an·h,ion 
(three·stringed in1itrument. plucked), sheng 
(mouth organ), erh·hu. 

YI·HAN KAO '-;-ilt erh·hu (two'<lringed in",u, 
ment, bowed), san·hsien. 

JOSEPHINE CHANG fJ:.h rang·(h'in 
(butlerfly harp) , 

THOMAS K. Y. AI >tilt- bell, drum, C)mhals. 
gong, block. 

The ensC'mhlc has played at Chtna House In Ne~ 
York lnd is very popular with cu!wral and edu(.! 
tiona I ~r()nps. Members of the ~roup have apprart'd 
as gu('~t altists at the Chinese Opt ra pe:rformances at 
the F.lshiun Institute, and hdve performt'd 10 ChlOtSt
programs at CarO(~j(' Hall and Judson 1-hll 
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Best-Loved GERMAN FOLK SONGS THE ART OF BELLY OANCING 
Musical settings by Arne D*umsgaard. Featuring the artistry of George Abdo and his 
Orchestra conducted by Robert Cornman "Flames of Araby" Orchestra with Instructio:1 
Complete German Text Included Booklet 
MCD 61398 MCD 61752 
THE MOISEYEV DANCE ENSEMBLE The Massed Bands, Pipes & Drums 
Orchestra of the Moiseyev Dance Ensemble of Her Majesty's ROYAL MARINES & 
conducted by Samson Galperin and Nikolai THE BLACK WATCH 
Nekrasov C 776 
MCD 61451 M 0 61 
Javier de Leon's FIESTA MEXICANA CANTO DE PUEBLOS ANDINOSI 
Panorama of Mexico, Old and New! THE INTI-ILLIMANI . ENSEMBLE 
MCD 61472 The best of Andean musIc In the spectacular 
24 BEST LOVED FRENCH FOLK SONGS performances by INTI-ILLIMANI. Inclu~,es 8 
Sung by Andre Claveau & Mathe Altery selections recorde,~ by thiS group for FLIGHT 
Christian Borel & Claire Vallin. OF THE CONDOR, the BBC documentary 
Orchestra conducted by Pierre Guillermin frequently shown on PBS. 

MCD 61787 
~~~p~1t~~rench Text Included Her Majesty's SCOTS GUARDS ON TOUR 
SOVIET ARMY CHORUS & BAND Featuring the Regimental Band, Pipes & Drums 

~~~~a5~~f Rllk, Popular & Classical Selections ~~~~~72ioLK DANCES . 

The Collector's PAUL ROBESON The spectacular Bou~ukee of Ta~l~ and ~~e 
MCD 61580 FeenJon ,Group featUring Anestos Gyftos 

SALUTE TO ISRAEL ~g~n~~~2 
The Fe~nJon Group/!h~ EI Avram, Group 20 GOLDEN HITS OF HAWAII 
Songs In Hebrew, YiddISh & ArabIC Nani Wolfgramm & his Islanders 
MCD 61746 
AMAZING GRACE MCD 61804 
The Massed Bands, Pipes & Drums of the 
WELSH GUARDS and SUTHERLAND 
HIGHLANDERS and the Morriston 
Orpheus Choir 
MCD 61760 
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FLDVVEH OHUIVIAND OTHER 

CHINESE FOLK SONGS 
SUNG BY 
STEPHI;N C. CHENG 

Folk songs from the major areas of China are included on 
this record. Many types of songs are represented: love 
songs, humorous songs, drinking songs , lullabies, work 
songs, shepherds' songs, children's songs and philosophi· 
cal songs. All of the songs are sung in Mandarin except for 
those otherwise indicated. It should be noted that the 
songs here are not confined to the pentatonic scale. 

Mu \ica l accompaniment" .arrang(-d hy 
STEPHEN C. CHENG 

I. A) NARCISSUS >$.iJ,-I<. 
Kwangtung Provin('e, So uth China 
Sung in Mandarin and in Cantonese 

13('l1utiful Narc issus come intl' y0u r home 
and mine. 

May the EmpNor (uk- well Jnd the peo ple be 
happv ' 

E\"e ryon(' ~ing .. the song of !,(-ace, 
B) WAGON ORIVFR'S SF.RENAOE J·, .. ·Ic~~ 

Sinkil1ng, Northwest Chin:.t 
Ta ,p:ln City 's ri):lJ~ arl' ~Iurdy :lOd "mooth, 
WillC'lmehm" rou nrl ;l nd (weN, SI) Me thl' ~trl .. 
Thc·if" pig t:ti ls long, thei r ey('s r(,:l ll y hC;J.utiful. 
S.IY, if you want to get m:urieJ don't 1ll .l rr)" 

<;omeone cl .. e 
D I I marry me. Brin~ .I million do ll .H llt)wr\", 

;lnd your little ~i<; ttr too' 
Jump in to your wagon ;lnd ((}flIt- I') Ill!.. qu ickl\". 

2 . SWALLOW .I!\-'f'l'l 
Sinkian~ Pro\·ince, Nonhwesl China 
Oh, sw" lIow' L '<;Ic:n to me sing my (w,lIlt,W \))n~! 
Oh. ~w;J lI (jw! Gay, warm, and lively~ 
Your <;mile is like 111(' <; I ~ rs twinklin,J!:, 
Your (:ycl)row~ OHvtd, 1:::;(,.'( hright, lH'ck \ll1uoth , 

h.lir long 

.... ·ou a re mr girl . 
Oh. ~w:lllov.' ! Dnn t kr,l.!cf vllur prtlmi,~· .Hld 

chan,gC' yClu r h(·at! . 
I am }'our~, )' (IU are nllnL", Oh, ,\\'.IIIII\\', Ah ~ 

3. FLOWF.R DHl ' 1>1 SONG 1l.~<U! 
Anhwei Province, East China (<i.ome ~our('e<; 

daim that the 2nd ver .. e came from North 
China.) 
Fcng-y.lng was I)n«'" a ri ch town, hU l I1lI\fOf[unt"' 

befell us 
~o we have 10 hl'X .... r, lund With thl- drum . 
\:(/ lth gong anu J rum wc·' 11 sing :l sonx. 
Sad is my f;He: 
My hushanu is g()od·fur -n,lthlnx (XCl·pt 

heating hi ( drum 
Ai-yah~ Sad is m}' fa t (:~ 
My w ife has nnthing uubt:lOJ lnx hut hl::1 ftd- 
Mo re th:tn o ne ftlot long! Ai-rah' 

4. PICKING TEA LEAVES ANIl CHASING 
BliTTERFLIES-.(Inmumental) ~ /i, If;l<1 
Foukien Province, Slllllh Chinll 
(sheng, yang-ch'in , and erh-hu) 

S. TWO LU I.lABIES 
A) PURPLE BAMBOO f."{t~ 

Origin U nkno wn 
One straighl purple: bamboo 
Fllr m~' p recious one It) m,lh ,I RUle 
Put th t: flute to your lips, 
Y("lllr lips It) the flute. 
The Rut(' blows out new mtitJdu.:<; 
My little- precious one 
Yu-li -yu-ti yuu've It:arned it IIOW~ 

B) CANTONESE LULLABY" *-iJ Ill.." 
Kwangtung Province, South China 
Sung in Can(onese 
This song le ll s of the simple bed·lime chilt 
hetween mother and child. The mnthtr ash 
the ch il J to de"cribe the s(lunds heard through 
the night; the child imita tes the sounds madl' 
by mosquitoes, calS, do,gs, and CO(1'1 t(' r<; which 
a re in turn imita ted by the moth('r. 

6. A) SONG OF THE HOE (Farmer'. Song) "JIi~ 
Kiangsu Province, Southea st China 
With hoe I dig Ollt the wild weeds -
Let sprouts grow. 
Yi-yah-hey! 
Y i-ya hu-he)'! 

B) SU-WU nNOING THE SHEEP 1i.,/(,i>t1f-
Origin Unknown 

Accord ing to histor ica l tradition in 100 B.C. 
Su-wu, an envoy from the Han Dynasty, spent 
19 years tending sheep as a hostage of the Huns. 
The sonA describes his roya lty allo unorokt:n 
!'opi rit in the face of hardship. 

Su·wu stay ing in the foreign land without 
hreakiflJ:: his ICly:d ty; 

Snow bl3nket ing the eHth and icl' ",ky, 
Su ff" t: ring 19 yea rs. 
Sno w II) Ql1ench my tillrst, 
R3nk fIll'at tn ~ t ave my hlln~(' r , 
Tending sheep on the no rtht" rn ho rJ l: r : 
My heart helong<; to the H an O )' na:-.ty . 
I cannot relurn home v.'ithout nl)' stand,lrl.1. 
Undergc, ing the severe." of harcf~hip~. 
My heart is as strong a'i ir('n and rOlk. 
~itting a t night in II H: wilds 
I hea, the: Hum' hmns :lnJ !l1}" Iwart :Iclws. 

In thl' hlink of an eyr Ihe Nor th wlnJ blnws 
And the wilJ geese ar(' fl yi ng to the Han g:H<: . 
Dtrwn thc're my white- hai red mother wait<; ;lnJ 

Ill)' wife stays alon('; 
At mid night we dr t':llll o( ("adl otl a ·r. 
Though th L" seas dr)' up and IhL" rnrk!'o dtc.IY, 
My hunor will neVe'l h(" hUlllih,lttd . 
Lt-t the Hum Irtmhl r; ,lOd P,IY fL· .. pt·(I 

10 Ihe H:l n ~ 

7 . MONGOLIAN SIHPHI·.RD ·S SONG -t 1; i>t~ 

Mongoli a 
Stati~m('d WIth till" .ifill)' IHlt !'o .... I~· till" (j(t al \X/all. 
I M'e (kl igh tf u l si~h ts- t ~ll1 ~r, I S :o, \1("\Ing hor~es
Mnn.'!'lli ::tn buy" and .l4 irl s (('ndiny, the.: lOWS and 

sheep. 
B)' Ihe s ld(' III thl' Y"·II",, R/vcr ,md 

Yin MOllntain, 
The' hr:1\"t:' IH I('S ri dl- ,hl'lr III,r,\·, .Hr,)" thl." rid.'!<: . 

Fe-dUll! londy , luok .tt fill' 'UIl!'o('I . 
Tht: CoHnds w:llk wilh ding donx hdk 
The dlll,JJ: .donr. (llunds 1lI.lkl' 1I1l." f (-d 10nlll."I". 
<:'ulI(- l:; draggi ng th tir kg, l~l1..il)· alonx 

Til t: ro:r u sef;nlj longer. 
Tht, sky is p:1IC'. the wi ld plJin de~(·rted . 
Th(' brave n nes nell' thf:ir horsL's dpwn Ih(- cl iff" . 

8. TWO IJRINKIN(, SONGS 
A) ONE CliP OF WINE -.If.,.. 

Sinkiang Prov ince, Northwest China 
Lift up y:Hlr rur of fragr"nt lillt" wint:. 
A toas t tn ()ur fo rtune and happy II fl". 
Pc:i · r i-Ia i-ah! 

B) TEN Cl 'PS OF WI NE ~- « ... 
Shantung Prov ince. N o rtheas t China 
H,lve a elrink~ 
L :IU~h :and have fun t 
Th(- new g irl. little lilv. (.In }ing and 'idJI,,· .. 
Ai-yoh! 

9. A) AH-LEE _~IOUNTAIN MAIDEN 11. 1I'.J..IIJ<kl~ 
Taiwan 
M ountai n green, river b lue. 
Ah· Let mountain maiden. bLluliful a:o ri\"t"r . 
Ah-Lee mount;lin yuuth, strong a~ nwu ntdln ' 
Never sep:!. rafcd, ju<;t as ri ve r glll n.14 around 

mountain, 
On and o n . 

B) MOONLIGHT BRIGHT Jl;t;t 
Kwangtung Province, South Lhina 
Sung in Cantonese 
Mounlight bright shining th rmlgh Ihe window . 
I see godfather coming to marry godmothc·r. 
Godfather has a ~ilJed chair . 
Godmother has an ivory bed . 
A ~old cloth has cleaned the bed ,lnd 
A sil ve r c1 lHh the tf:!. tray. 
The ne ighbors come 10 hurry them- 
There are ten ches ts and nine trunks 
Oh! What a beautiful wedding~ 

to . A) HUNG-TSAI GIRl lI:fHi~ 
Suiyuan Province, E.ast China 
Sweetheart Hung-tsai 
Such a beauty such delicate l ips, 
Ng-yai-hai·yo! 

Su rro unded by blossoming plum Row('rs 
In the spring we are happily united. 
Now, under the full autumn moon, 
The thought of her hrings tears to mv eyes. 

B) MENG-CIIIANG'S SORROW tJ.* 
Kiangsu Province, Eas:t China 

In Chinese fo lklore Meng chiang's story has been 
popular (o r 2,000 years. Sh~ was parted (rom her 

husband when he was conscripted to build the 
G rea t Wall o f China . Through the four ~easons she 
grieved (or him, and th('n set out herself on the 
long hard journey north. On reachi ng the Grea t 
Wall she lea rned of his death. Whercupon gather
ing his bone~, she leapt with th<'1n into the river. 
This versiun has fo lIC vC'rses te ll ing o f her sorrow 
in the (ou r seasol1!i . On this recording Mr Cheng 
sings two verses - Spring and Autumn . 

SprinRtime is here, gay lante rns lit at every 
door, 

Reunited every family rejoice~ at horne. 
But Meng-chi ang 's hu~band is far, far :"IWll)' 
Building the Great W all . 

Autumn is here. (hry.sallthemum~ art: in full 
bloom, 

The wine cups a rc [ull 
But Meng-chl4lng does not want 10 dr ink 
Wilho ut her hu sband, single and 310n<:'. 

tt. LOOKING AT MY SF.CRET LOVF. ~.ttl~ 
-(Instrumental) 
Northeast China 
(yang-ch'in, flute, erh-hu) 

t2. A) DRAGON IN THE SKY "9::r.i.l-l<.:It::r.K[ 
Yunnan Province, Southwest Chllla 
H e. dragon in the sky; she Rowtor o n earth . 
If the dra~on do('sn't lift hi s hf-ad. th(~re will 

he no rain , 
The flower will fadt" . 

High on th l' Iidl is a lucus t t rc."<: : 
She p~ lI s clllwn a hranch to w<lfch fOf his 

conll ng. 
Mo ther asks, " \X' hat a r(' )'nu watchinR ? . 
" I ju .. t want ,.to sC'e when (he hh lS ."OO1 ~ will 

co me out. 
B) L1TILE YELLOW ORIOI_E ·HtJl, .~ 

Mandarin version of a Mongohan to lk song. 
Little ye llow ori ule . do you rea lize ~ach 

cmbruidereu rid ing hoot has two Allw!;'r:;! 
You and J each have (our flo wers. 
TogNher we'lI have e ight! 

t3. A) L1n-LF. YOUTHFUL BIRD ~""J ' .~ 
Sinkiang Provint."e, Northwe:; r China 
The sun set~ h1day, to ri se aga in tt lllwrmw; 
Flower~ (ade this year, to blossom a~:\ in 

tOI11,)rrow; 

Hut my beautifu l little youthful h i rd 
has Rown away never to r('tu rn . 

B) CONTENTED FISHERMAN ;t i~. l'f 
Sung to an ancient melody. 
Verse by Cheng Pan-ch'iao (169.>· 1765) 
The o ld fis herman ho lds hi li rod neM the clift 

in the bay ; 
In his li~ht boat he sail~ lel .... ing his wo rri ts 

beh ind. 
The sea gulls fl y abnve the light waves, 
Afar the reed s a re sway ing in the chill d 

the day, 
He sin.2s his song as the sun sets. 
The wavelets swing with gold, 
Li(ting his head. he sees the moon ri sing 

on the eastern hill. 

t4. ALL RED THE RIVER it,u-.'''' 
This song has become a great favo rite in Chinese 
folk music repertory. Written to the trad itional 
tun~, Man-chianf.-hunf.. the lyric is a soliloquy 
by General Yoh-fei. His loyalty and bravery in 
attempting to save his country from the invading 
Tartars in 1126 A.D . h., been highly esteemed 
thro ugh the centuries. 

1. My hair enra~ed shoots up mv hat . 
r lift my head :::. nd war to the 5ky -
Feelings swell my brea,"t. 
I must not wait idle 
T ill my head is white anrl grieve in vain. 

2. M)' emperor's sham(, un-redeemed, 
When will my sorrow end ? 
Wait, my warriors will crush my enemi(:'s : 
\Ve will res to re our country's glorious past. 

Proj!ram notes prepared by .STEPHEN C. CHENG 

STEPHEN CHUNTAO CHENG H19.~ is a grad . 
uate of Columbia University and wa's 3 rc""C ipi f'nt o( all 

hnno rary scholarship while stud)'ing for h i~ Master s 
degree at Juilliard. H e has studied si ngi ng in ew 
York with the late Hardesty Johnson, Prof. Harry R. 
Wil son, and Alexander Ki pnis. Mr. Cheng received 
enthusiastic commendations from the press o n his 
debut song recita l in New York, and crit ic!ll acclaim 
for his pt'rformanc('s in the Broadway j")rodllctinn5 of 
"The W orld of Suzie W ong" and "Harold:' A, an 
actor:sing<'r, he has been fea tu red in many leading 



FLOWER DRUM and other CHINESE FOLK SONGS 
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Sung by STEPHEN C. CHENG MCD 71420 '" '" 0 

I. (A) NARCISSUS 1:50 '" c: 
(B) WAGON DRIVER' S SERENADE 1:20 :: 

2. SWALLOW 1:45 P.o 

3. FLOWER DRUM SONG 2:37 Sl 
:r 

4. PICKING TEA LEAVES AND CHASING BUTTERFLIES 2:37 '" '" (Instrumental: sheng, yang-ch ' in, erh-hu) (l 
(J) :r 
~ 5. TWO LULLABIES Z 
u (A) PURPLE BAMBOO 1:58 &l 0 (B) CANTONESE LULLABY 1:30 '" > 

Cl <5 6. (A) SONG OF THE HOE (FARMER'S SONG) :47 z t'" 
~ (B) SU-WU TENDING THE SHEEP 2:06 :r. 
a '" 7. MONGOLIAN SHEPHERD'S SONG 1:50 0 
U 8. TWO DRINKING SONGS 

z 
C"l z ~ OJ (A) ONE CUP OF WINE 1 :10 

~ '" (B) TEN CUPS OF WINE 1:20 ..., 
OJ '" .... 9. (A) AH-LEE MOUNTAIN MAIDEN 1:50 ." 

'" :r 
cii (B) MOONLIGHT BRIGHT 1:30 '" z 
'"' 10. (A) HUNG-TSAI GIRL I: 15 ~ ., 
0 (8) MENG-CHIANG'S SORROW 1:45 0 '" >; II. LOOKING AT MY SECRET LOVE 2:45 ;; 

z 
i3 (Instrumental: yang-ch'in, flute , erh-hu) ~ 
'" 12. (A) DRAGON TN THE SKY 2:00 -< OJ 0 
~ (B) LITTLE YELLOW ORIOLE 1:30 I (l 

z 13. (A) LITTLE YOUTHFUL BIRD 1:30 
> 

:c t'" 

'" u (B) CONTENTED FISHERMAN 1:46 
Q: 14. ALL RED THE RIVER 2:05 OJ 

g 
The Musicians: Tsuan-Nien Chang: Ilute. san hsicn. sheng, erh-hu I Vi-Han Kao: crh-hl!. san hsien I Josephine Chang: yang-eh' in I :: 

0 
~ Thomas K. Y. Ai : bell , drum, cymbals. gong. bloc~ . z 
:;; =i 
;;;> A ll arrangement , h) Stephen C. Cheng I M onilor Recordings Inc. (ASCAP) 0 
Q: '" 0 
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