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SWITCHBLADE 

Th e nuc leu s of Sv,•it chb l ade wa s The Bad Boy s , a s in Tex Rabinovdtz and ••• , mos t 

f a mous a s trai l b l a zers in t he D. C. roc kabi l l y s c e n e and f or the i r t ~·;o- s ided h it on 
t he Bethesda Ta s t ee Diner' s jukebox , Hot Rod Jlian and Bad Boy . Switchb l ade opene d fo r 
the Night hawks at the Univers ity of Jliaryland and f ired off with Link Wray ' s Run 
Chi cken Run . I wa s an ins tant f an! 

The l ineup wa s Rat s o and Eddie Angel (Los Straight j acket s) on guitars , J ohnny Ca s t le 
on ba ss and J i mmy Daughert y on drums . By the time '.Ve b egan to collabor at e , St euart 

Smith had l e f t Root Boy Sl i m and rep l ac ed Eddie . The combination of St euart' s 
1'inesse and Rat s o' s rav: power made f or an incredib le s ound . 

By the time 1'/e reco r ded Fugitive at Wa lly Cl eaver' s in Januar y 1984 , Giles Cook had 
rep l a ced J i mmy on drums . Giles v,•a s a pov .. e r h itt e r who left piles of s a wdus t around 
t he dru.ms in t he s tudio . He now owns the 8x l0 c l ub in Baltimore . 

Pet e Ragus a took ~ver drum chores f or t he 1996 Switchb l ade r eunion shows . J ohnny nov1' 

p l a ys with Bill Ki r chen and Too Jliuch Fun, and still car ries the h eavy bottom on bass 
a s well a s t he h i gh l ones ome h i llbilly harmony . The approach we took on our v:ork 

togethe r can b e desc r ibe d a s Pau l Butt erfi eld meet s Link Wray at a honky tonk on 
Rout e 301 a f t er midnight . 

BOB MARGOLIN 

In the 7o ' s , Bob Margol in pl a ye d guitar in the Muddy Wat er s band . Friendl y and 
approachab le , Bob b ecame the roving ambassador and connection b et ~veen a s catt e r ed 
group of young b l ues bands and players a r ound the count r y . He wa s the f irs t to p l a y 
live r adio tapes of t he Fabul ous Thunderbirds f or me-I nearly had to s top the car I 
wa s s o i mpressed . Thi s opened t he door f or the Nighthawks to ho s t the T- Birds at our 
Blu e Monday at the Ba you seri es and f or t hem to c onnect u s to our f irs t Austin gigs . 

In 1972 and 1973 Char lie Hub el , J i mmy Thacke r y and I r1ou l d att end every sho'il Muddy 
p l a ye d at the Cellar Door in D. C. Two shoHs a night f or f ive night s . This wa s no 
me an fe at f or three very poor mus i c ians ! We arrived a s earl y a s possib l e to 
c ommandeer t he f ront tab le . 

By 197 6 t he Ha v1ks v1ere a l wa ys Muddy ' s opening a ct at the Cellar Doo r a s 'ilell a s at 
v enues f rom Philly to At l anta . Bob b egan s pending hi s off time in D. C., virtually 

b ecoming the fifth Nightha'ilk , In 1986 and 1987 Bob f i lled in f or the re c ent l y 
depar t ed Thack er y on a number of shows , including t he Mi ss i ssippi Va lley Blues 
Festival (a l ong with Jim Sol b er g) and the prestigious Peer Festival in Belgium . 

Bob relocat ed to the D. C. area f olloy,•ing hi s depar ture from Muddy ' s band. He moved 
into a house v.' ith Tom Principato and St ev e J acob s and b egan p l a ying the l oca l 
circuit a s band leader. His f irs t s ol o r elea se , The Ol d Sch oo l , wa s r e cor ded at 
Wa lly Cleaver ' s in Fredericksburg , Virgi nia , and r elea sed on Principato' s Pm·,e rhouse 
l abel . I Y1a s co- produc er and har p p l a yer on those sessions . Bob , a l ong v: ith Jeff 
Sarl i and Big Joe Maher, a lso r ecorded ~vith me at Wa lly Cleaver ' s f or my Noth in' But 
a l bum . During the l ate 80 ' s and throughout the 90 ' s I have been a fre quent gu est 
with his band. In s pring '99 I got to join Bob and Pinetop Pe r kins f or a yrnnder f u l 
set at t he Ch esapea ke Ba y Blu es Festiva l . 

THE BEL AIRS 

The Bel Ai rs from Col umbia, Mi ss our i , i s one of the very best root s mu s ic bands in 
America . For t Y,'O decades they have toured ext ens ively in t he Heart l and . Powe r ed by 
the ma gi c of the Pruitt brother s , Dic k on bass and David on guitar , t he Bel Air ' s 
r epertoire r anges f rom l owdown b l ues to sweet Memphis s ou l . Their s ound i s a natural 
f or much of t he mat erial I have done with them, l ive and on my 1988 s olo r elea s e , 
Nothin' But . 

Nashvi lle ' s Mi ke Henders on p l a yed slide guitar and harp in the initial l ineup and 
can be hea r d on the band' s 1985 Blind Pi g relea se , I Ne ed !lie a Car . Fo llowing h i s 
depar ture t he band b ecame a trio . 

In 1987 , with the f uture of the Nighthar1ks up in the air , I joined the Bel Airs f or 
s ome g r eat tours . We p l a yed throughout the Mid~rns t and mid- Atlantic. I ev en mi ssed a 
John Lee Hooker tour with Pet e Ragus a and Jan Zukov,•ski b ecause I y,•a s having too much 
fun vli t h the Be l Airs in Kans a s and Nebr a s ka . 

Dick handles mos t of the lead vocals but David s ings a s v,•ell . The brothers ' ext ra 
s p ecia l ma gi c i s the i r harmonies , a s ound t hat ha s earned them the name "the Ev er l y 
Brothers of the b l u es . " 

Jlii ke Cherry j oine d the band on dru.ms in 1994, r eplacing l ong-time dru.mmer Pat 
0' Connor . Pat' s l oose , sv:inging backb eat shuff l e groove can b e h ea r d on Not h in' But. 

The band' s l at est CD , Hoo Doo Part y , wa s r elea sed on Blu eberr y Hill Re cor ds in 1999 , 

TERRY GARLAND 

Originally f rom northea s t Tennessee , Ter r y Gar l and made hi s mark in Ri chmond , 
Virginia, a s a memb er of the popul ar band , the Offender s , cont emporary vtith the 
ea rly Nighthav1k s . A l ong- time f ri end by v,ay of keyboard player Greg Wetzel , Te r r y 
ca lled me to p l a y on his f i rst s ol o re cording , Troub le in Mind, an acous tic b l ues 
sess ion . What f ollov:ed ~-,,a s yea rs of nationa l and int e rnational dat es toge t he r a s a 
dynamic duo , f rom regu l ar Sunday night s at Col onia l Sea f ood i n Fredericksburg to a 
high pr of i le slot at the Brugge Bl ues Festiva l in Belgi um . I have p l a ye d on mos t of 
Terr y ' s r e cor dings and a s ked h i m to join me f or an instrume ntal sess ion at Wa l l y 
Cleaver' s . 

THE NIGHTHAWKS 

Sinc e 1972 , when I f orme d the Nighthawks v1ith J i mmy Thacke r y , the band has been my 
l i fe , my caree r , my l ivel ihood , my ob sess ion . My partnership vdth Pet e Ragusa and 
Jan Zukows ki now s pans more than t we nty- f ive years and includes a s many r ecordings . 
Pet e Kanaras f rom Poughkeep s i e , New York , joined the band a s guitaris t in 1995 . 

- Mark Wenner 

Wh en Jlia r k Wenner asked me i t " Ri ght on Rhy t hm woul d be int er es t ed in a proj ect h e 
wa s wor k ing on , the ans~ver wa s y es with out h esitation . I vi e}ve d it a s a great 
oppor tunity to dig around more in t he bl u es s c en e/ h i s tory 01· t he D. C. area that 
Iila r k has had a gr eat hand in dev eloping and nur turing . The l ive cuts ot ' Switchbl ad e , 
t hough a l ittle rough in s ound, sho:,;, a band that k n er1 h ow to r ock t he h ouse do wn . 
When he came up 1-.1ith t he tit le "Runs Good; Needs Paint , " I vi ewe d it a s a s trok e of 
g enius . Put the h eadphones on , tur n it up and y ou ' 11 S}vear y ou a re s tanding right in 

t 'r on t ot · t hese guy s in a h ot club setting , dripping i•;rith en ergy . Add in Mark ' s ~vork 
1-i'i t h Bob Margol in and Je t ·t · Sarl i , Th e Bel Airs and Terry Garl and and y ou end up Vi1ith 

a v eh icle that s till gives y ou a great r ide . 

- Wa yne Kahn 





L Back to the City 4:03 
(Wenner, Ragusa , Zuko'i,'Ski, Tha ckery; 
Nightha;;•ks hlusic , Bill.I) 
January 1984 , Wally Cleaver ' s, 
Fredericksburg , Virginia 
Peter Bonta: engineer 
11ark Wenner: producer 
Ratso (Jim Silman): guitar, ba ck-up vocals 
Steuart Smith: guitar , back- up vocals 
Johnny Cast le: bass , back-up vocals 
Giles Cook: drums 
Mark Wenner: harmonica , lead vocals 

2. Too Yueh 2: 59 
(Bernard Weinman; Elvis Presley r.J.usic , 
BhlI , Southern Belle hlusic , Bill.I) 
January 1996 , Tornado Alley , 
Wheaton , r.Jaryland 
Jim Barnett: engineer 
Chris i.lurphy: house mix 
Same personnel as 1/1 except 
Pete Ragusa : drums 

3 . Lonesome Fugitive 3:07 
(C. And ers on, E . Anderson; Acuff Rose 
hlusic Inc ., BIil!) 
same as //2 

4. Shade Tree r.J.echanic 6:38 
(W. Godbold , A. Prestage, J. Sham,ell; 
hlalaco Music Company, Br.JI) 
same as //2 

5 . Honky Tonk Ha rd,·1ood Floor 4: 39 
(illargaret Ann Patterson ; Br.JI) 
same as //2 

6 . The Wild One 2:44 
(hlerle Kilgore , Tilman Franks ; Universal 
Cedarwood Publishing , BhlI) 
same as //2 

7. So Lonesome I Could Cry 2:53 
(Hank Williams ; Acuff Rose lllusic Inc., Bill!) 
same as 1/1 

8. Love ' s Gonna Live Here 3:54 
(A . Owens Jr .; Sony/ATV Songs LLC, BMI) 
same as //2 

9 . Too Young to Knov,' 3: 14 
(11cKinley hlorganfield; Wat ertoons , Bill!) 
1987 Wally Cleaver ' s , 
Fredericksburg , Virginia 
Peter Bonta: engineer 
hlark Wenner: producer 

Bob lllargo lin: guit a r , b ack- up vocal 
Jeff Sa rli: upright bass 
Big Joe Yaher : drums 
Mark Wenner: harmonica , le ad vocals 

10. Rollin' and Tumblin ' 3 :14 
(McKinley Morganfield ; Arc Music, BI.JI) 
s a me as //9 

lL llla de up my lllind 3: 02 
(J . West; Excello hlusic , BhlI) 
same a s //9 exce pt 
The Bel Airs 
Dave Pruitt: guitar, back-up vocals 

~!~k O ;~:!!!;: b~;:~s b a ck-up vocals 

12. Chitlins Con Ca rne 4:34 
(Tyrone G. Smith ; Phenomena hlusic , BlllI) 
s a me a s #11 

13. I Want to Be Loved 3:22 
(Willie Dixon; Hoochie Coochie Music , BMI) 
September 1998 , Cue Studio , 
Fa lls Church , Virginia 
Chr i s Murphy : engineer 
Jim Solberg and I.la rk Wenner : producers 
The Nighthawks 
Pe t e Kanaras : guitar 
Pete Ra gusa: drums 
Jan ZukOHSki : bass 
Also Darryl Davis: piano 

14 . Amazing Gra ce 2:22 
(traditional) 
1994 , Wally Cleaver's , 
Fredericksburg , Virginia 
Peter Bant a: engineer 
Terry Ga rla nd: National steel guitar 
ill.a rk Wenner : h a rmonic a 

All tracks rema stered 1999, E .Q. P . 
Recording , Bethesda, Mary land 
Richa rd Krents: engineer 

Front and back cover photos: Jim Cha cona s 
Skull shifter photo: Mark Wenner 
Fugitive cover a rt: Bill Clark 
Nothin' But cover art: Alex Van Keuren 
CD l a yout design: Jer Olsen 

hla rk Wenner p l a ys Hohner ha rmonica s 
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