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cisco houst on the folkways yea .. 1944- 1961 

C"",pilod Gnd "nno lol •• by 0:; ' 1 Log.do . 

lAin" Gol No Home L4~ 
~ G.o!w .. /lROI._ ..... oic me . &MIl 

Ho,d Tfo~.J.;ng 1,28 
(Woody GoIIw .. /l~ ..... W< w .o &MIl 

a ... m!.li"g . Gambling Mon ' 21_ IG __ /IROludIcrW ........ Int .• aMI) 

Hobo Bill - 2.1l 
fWoI<Io ~ O·N..,!Jb .. ~ Tubb Mu.~ ""',.&MII 

~ Ther.', It a..ttu World O'Com;n ' !wiII WoodyG..ol.;')' 
U9 (Woody CioA/w;.{l.O'< ........ Muw< Ino;" BMI) 

Tt.. $t,,,wbe"J Roo" 3, 13 
I_d • .,. (..Iv n •• "_1 
n . Gr. ,,1 Ame,i.on Bum 1..2 
1M. Mc(:,,,,,,,,LI 

a Th. Into.icart<lltat 2,Q2 
(1)0<>0)' t>;..,. o<>d Wodo __ f'Nynwood ..... oic. &1>0'01 

.. Th. Col Come Ba·<k 2 , . 
tH·_1 

'0 lh. ffo.en Loa,,_. 2,09 
~. S-./f,';l("..,... ..... "'" M .. 8MI) 

II p", W",k . on the Railroad 2:12 
(1"'<1;,""""1 

to Dark o. " o..nt-:.;. 2.33 
IMorlo !.",,;./UN< ..... oi< ""_. &MIl 

,. Diamond Jo. 2 2_ 
10. """,""/So",g.o ""''''.!MIJ 

I. f loe Girl in th. Wood 2.50 
(Too')' 0;11.""", ........... Gill""",/Uo;ch<lppol. !MIl 

16 Ship in 1M Sky' 1,06 
(Woody~/loII.-,.. Mo.", M .. !MIJ 

L' 1M Fo~ 1.$3 
(1,0<!<"""""l 

I. Who. Did n.. Deep Blue s.o $oy [w"" Woodyo...lw;.)' 
2,3~ IG _/So<>go ""'0.:. &MIl 

18 Saint Jam • • In'i"nory 3,07 
(l,oo,"onoI) 

I. aO.B 100.000 Yeo .. Ago · ] '07 
(-.:I. by H C V .. _. ""''''' by _'YC, CIydo) 

* 0 Pi_ In tt.. Sky 3,08 
IJ<oo Hill 

. , My. ",'e . of 0 Hobo'. W. , 11 
(1,""-1 

.. '100 Mil .. 3.H 
1"00;"->1) 

u G.ec' l~ly lOM. 11] 
!t-< .......... Gil 1<00_/110·_ MuM<. BMIl 

u A "du ... l.om Llle', OtII. r Sid. 253 
jC ....... , f &o.t! 

u fa.me. ' . Lam.nl' 213 
no. lico/Non<y fico! 

u The Kill •• • J8 
f-<j ... .,./;......, . ... M< G, Hoo_1 

u I Rid. an Old Pain' ' .57 
(I,"'/;1ioncoIl 

t8 Z. b.a Dun 2,'¢ 
(I ..... ~ 

u Paning Th'augh 2,H 
10i<1 1Jo' . oI.ofs,ng<>un C",p,1 

. P<-..... "",oI.oMd "",I 

l o \roduation 

CI= Hou.ton, along wl'h Woody Gulhfie, lead. 
bel f)-, Alon lomax, I"'e SMog .. , Sonny T."y, and Q 

lew OIioe", wo. on Impor,an, "" ,f)- member 0I1h. 
oong ma""m.nl known o. the u,ban /oIk ..... 1""1. In 

hl.Iorty,lwa yeo" oI ll'e. he "ampe<! lootprln" In 
folk mUIIc Iha' will endure !he era.ing wind. 01 
"~. H. WlOIe onf)- a lew song •. bul wllh cleor 

Munelol""'. a g ' '''' ' m.mooy, and 10 .. IOf lOqui..,., 
h. oong !he song.learn.d while working and kaveJ. 

ing OC'O$' hi. noli",, : cowboy song •• ,o;(,oad 

song •• hobo song'. uni"" song" WOtk song •• 
ptate" song., children's songs, love song.-oo"9' 
'hoI refled.d hi, . xpetienc •• and philosophy 01 Iii •. 

Hi. ""jce and ""'g' . xpt .... d hi, humot, hi. ideol
ogy, and hi. d.,i", lor a beH.r wO<id lot all people , 
HI •• pi!aph could ,imply be, "He lived Ihe A"",,~ 

<a n Iii. " -good lime. and hord ~""'" paying WOtk 
and SOIIp lin ... war and peac', fa i!h and de.pai', 

good >O"{I' and bod oong., good people and bod 
people , and a s .. ong belief in ,f>e 'igh'. 01 wotking 

folk. And being "". of .... singe" 01 '''k>O''{l' who 
g. nuinely knew hard lime>, 00<0 "'ng ,u<;h song. 

0' "' Ain', Go! No Ho""," witt. <""'inly. lor f>e 
mode no plac. hem. lor any leng'h of "me. 

OKO ....... r g,,'n.d!he recognili"" f>e d .... 'vitd. in 

pa" beeau ... f>e <ho ... ,f>e ,oad !hallock him 

Ihrough yea" oI'inging ha .. nony!a Woody 

Gutt.ri. and ',aveling o. hi. par' " .... H. "f", had 

a .al<:. !hOI "'''''' I .. k mUlk " ilies judged 10 be 
laO good '" be "fofk." Howe . ... hi. ftlend lee 
Hoy. knew ,f>e imporlance of CiKO'. ,a~ and fa~ 

.n" in !he r .... ival 01 intere.t in 'rodilian,,1 "nd 
,O(;i,,1 ptote., song •. and wonted him", be ,ecog' 
nl.ed and remembe,ed; and when Osca become 

'etminally iff, l1ays recotded Iheir con""'so'i"". 
wilh anlidpalion Iho, a boo«. mig),' come from 

,h.l, vi •• ". 

Among the ~Mrotion 01 younge< singer/song
wr ite ... P.te. Lofarg. and Tom Poxlon paid ema

lionol kibule in song'" him and hi. inAuanc. 
wf>en f>e died in 1'161. bu, Cisco', clo ... fri.nd 

and lfa.eling .• inging companion Woody Gu'hri. 

coufd nOlexp"" hi .... nlimanlS , fat a,!ho"ime. 

Woody wo •• 1owty dying , Howevet, a few yeo" 
earli .. , Woody W'O"' : "I see OKa HOII.lan a. 
one alOlir ""," Ii .. , and bes' 01 OIIr living ctop of 

boffad and folksong .ingets , He i. snowman 

enough'" ma ke !h. g,ode and fa noid ony audl
ene. anywll ... at anyfime. ,f ik. OKa ". a mono 

I lik. him co a per""" and a . a "'nhaving, wo,,,,.. 
hea,led. and likeable humon being ." 

OKa often!Qfd in"'vi, we" !ho' he wo' born in 
Vi'ginio, · ,ha fort Knox of fcfh""g ," He woo no' 
p,oud tho, h. wos born in Wilmington , ~Iowore. 

in Ih. ".hadow of Ih. Dupan".· 60," Gifbe" Va ... 

diM HOII'''''' 0<1 A...gu,' 18. 1'118. '" Ad,ian and 



-----------------------------------------------------------~ 
MAJry HanlOn, he woo IN -.I of !hei' I"", chl~ 
d, ... . Ad,..,,, """. a .nM~_1 WOO'k .. wi'" '!fong 
.OOIS In Nor'" Carolina Ifodilion.; Mofy and he, 
moIher caff;.,d JOf>II' and trodilio<o.h.,...,....r he<. 
itoge in Virllinia, a he<ilOg.lho, gove CiKa.....d> 
p<ide and !or rnony.,..," modoo him ~M Virgin", 
hi. birillploc • . He 11 __ up ...... i"ll hi. rnoIhe< and 
grandrnolhe< .i"ll ...... Irodilionol oong •. 

When ... wos IWO year. old, 1M Iomily .........d 10 

Coidomio, whet. CiKG a.....o.d ochool in Eagle 
Rod Volley. which lies betw.n Paoodeno and 
Glendale. His 1otOC"'" COfIo.idert<i him 10 be iMeII~ 
11""', buI did ilol unde<oIond why he relied".., 
'-"""Y inor.od of .toding obilily. They _ 
kMw Iho, C;;1bttr, 00' Gil 0 .... wo' known in 10 ..... 
Iy cifcifi and am<lflll childllood "lend., woo ..... ,Iy 
blind;'" hod ny1-lOg""" , a dioeo .. lho, oI>Ii..,a" .. 
on ~ilion e><eepl pe<ipMfal.igh,. He beca_ 10 

good 01 COOt •• ing "", dilemma rhol mony "i...d. in 
hi' IoIk mu,ic circle. did ilol know abot.o, hi •• i.ion 
problem •. Mo ... "och, hi. Iriend and FoIkwoy. 
~KOfd. produc .... lOid, "He wanled 10 be an 
""!Or; "'.y hod 10 PU' a big eron wh" .... woO 10 
• 'and. and h. couldn', ••• n '" it He hod no.Y'" 
.illh" wo. blind a. a bal, and c",,1d l>e"e, be WMlt 
h. wontfld" lAKh-logodon interviewl. Aoch noIict<i 
Il10, when Cioca.tod lyric" n. Mnt<i hi. IIeod a. 
il he _r. IIla""ing o! !he WOO'd. out of III. cor .... 
of ni. "Y •. CiKa could r.ad. boo, only by tlon~ng 
hi ........ or ....ding 01 on oI>Iiq ... angie; hi. 

,eolia"".".., me<r>ory ~ .kill, 10 leo", JOf>II' 
quickly. 

' My Khooling began a, Rockdale Elementory 
[Eagle R""k Volley] . K woo '--11>011 r,." 
gained."..,.. prominence a. """"', odor. and 
orIi". I woo commi .. ioned 10 draw 1M PO""" 
!or ochool praduc,;".. .. , rno~ Ie> be ~" ;n 

leading par", and woo ene_aged Ie> IcIaw 
a COfWI of linging by 'percepliY9' teo<:her •. I 
,_be. .inging 8",'un.' 'LuIoby' in 'Hansel 
and G.eret in 1M lou"" lI,ade. I woo co" a. 
1M ongeI-o colooool bit of milc<,,~ng. occOO'd
ing Ie> my moIhe<. Junlo< high and .... 10< high 
.,.., .. _ • .pen. a, Eagle Rock High. [He did 

IIOIliroduo .. lrom high Khool .] By "' i. II .... I 
kn_ dearly who" won,ed 10 do; i, woo 10 be 
ocfing and .inglng IoIk JOf>II'. and anything 
,1 .. 1 hod 10 do in betwM-n 10 rnok, "'i. po .. ;. 
bIe was okay wim ..... My ocfing .lOlied wi'" 
c"", ... a,la. Angeles City College and o!he< 
nillh, clo .... ; e~prlfie"'e Cam. e' lilli, !l.eo ... 
Q'''''P' in Hollywood and Pasadena PIoyhou ... 
My COlee, a. a IoIkoinge •• ta.red when I .... , up 
wi'" Woo<1y Gumri •. " ("Autobiographical 
Note. by Cioco Hou'ton" in me Cioco Hou'1On 
Pope", C ....... io< folldlle Program. and Cui",,· 
01 Sl\Idi •• ArchiYe. Smi"'sonion In"iNIio<o.1 

He Ie~ much 01 hi. exprlfience "'" 01 !he foregoing 
.10_. III 1930. me yeor alter .... Grea, 

Depr, .. i".., IIO'~, IN Iomily ....,....j 10 Sak .... 
fi.M. There, he and hi. older broII>er a.",med 
."..,.. 01 IN ,.spon.'bililie. of b<inging money and 
food home. io< in 1932. hi. fam.. .. ....-Ied IN 
family. CIKG ,ecalled: 

"WI w,r. ".., ,eI..,!or a while; thor .... " a ml .. 
.. able deal . A 101 01 ... kids u...:! 10 go "'" on 
INCh and ..... k in IN rIwborb field. and iNl:k 
10""., and in .-n !or 10 many frou,. of ..... k 
_ would get ."..,.. mi. and vegetobles. 

"Orange. _. d>oop ...... . y"" could gel a big 
bog lot" quarter. il yO<I hod a quarter. But_n 
INn Iller. WOI a big .... pIu., and ll!ey'd dig big 
long Ifenche. and dump 00'0"11'" ill !hem,!rUCk 
load" million. of otO"II"' . p ....... would ga ouI 

and help ............... befor.!he h" rolled. to 
pr_"' Il10,, they dumped "e<>1Oie in me 
",,,,,he. 10 "'. peopI. c""ldn', ear INm. 

"' h"., _" mounlOin. of poIoloe. wi'" 
k.,a .. n, po<I,ed <)"; .. mem a, a lime when pe0-

ple _ •• hu"S,y and many ", .. eliterally .ta,..· 
ing. II i. Mlrd 10 beli_IIIo' anyone would do 
anything a. wicked 0.Il10,. , ,'"10 work up 
."..,.. kind of .ub.idy io< the 10,,,,,,, •. 

,....., 00' _nIHn, _ ,,<,,~ 10 wond., a'ound 
IN country Iooki"ll lot WOO'k, in OO'~ 10 help 
ou' . I wen' up 10 WoShi"lllOn onc. and WOO'kt<i 
in IN hop fi.M. OICk1nd Yakima. ' hilChhikt<i, 
and rode Fr.iQhl Ifain., and wol~ 1M high
woyo t..twe... join. I Ie/! Iller. wi'" -'"'- d0!
lo". I n",..,j!hol tnOtIey 01 !he way hoMe. I 
_ mo~ 10 Ifw;r ..... it. p ....... would f..I 
KIlTY lot "'i. )'OUfIII1el1ow .... ndl"ll"..,!he 
rood, and ll!ey'd II .... _ M!y unll or a 00II0r. 

"' ,ade IN lI"ains down Ihrough 1M Caocode 
_ino. ~ woo beautiful cOOtnlry. buI cold a. 
...... I would lie up ".., a heigh, COl, and ....... 
_'d ga """"'lilh a long Nnnel, I ~ III 
woo going Ie> Ii .. Ie> '" !he oIher end. SliM, I 
wouldn'. spend "'i. tnOtIey. I woo 10 proud Ie 

be IOking money home." lJ1oyo.Hou.lon loped 
c"..,_IOIion. LM Hoy. CoIl«lio<o, Cell,., lot 
folklil, P'og'am. and C"fIu'al Studi .. Arch ..... 
Smi"'sonian Ins~Nrion .1 

like many Inmili ... they IUrvivt<:l".., who, each 
membet al "'e family brough, home and ""augh 
the lIe_alily 01 neillhbor •. Cioca 0100 lOW hi. 
mollIe. welk 100' mil .. in ord •• 10 eo'" a linl, 
money doing houltWOO'k; 10,,,, h. 10"11 1"0'." 
oong. ba...:! "" .'prlfience, noIlu'l .ympo"'y lot 
dowr>ond-ou. and opfI< •• ...:! r.l1ow eifi.,n •. 



~---------------------------------------------------------------~ 
I>e >lOpped long '''''''9h in (I ."",11 Coliforn;o 
!Own 10 bor.ow il> no .... . OICO, CalofOlnla, i, Oft 

~ .. nl-<lay Inl'''10141 80 (Ofigi",,11y highwoy US 
401 betw.ten Reno, Nnoda, ol>d SOCro ...... lo. The 
!Own 1.0. 0110 """ known o. Cisco Gtove and 
CUI'"",1Iy ..... intoin. (I ........... popuIotion of 
oppro. i"",tety 160. AI on MYoIion 015,923 feel, 
~;, about '-"'Y ",a •• _II 01 """ hillOtic Don
WI Po .. w+.t<. win'-ro COlI be deodty. ~ to 10 

...... """ i. i, "'" in .... il'ld.x 01 "",II Colo/",";o 
mop> and guide>, buI whU. ";Iillng ~. Gil Hew ...... 
booco .... ·0"'0' Hou ....... 

Stopping long enough in Hofrw-jIO wM In .. 
~nIoo "'-"" IIfouP, Cisco "'"" Wi. Ge.. n..y 
""",,;....d do .. fr ....... """ ,uI 01 ",. Iil., and!ha, 
h;.. ... chhip led him 10 Woody GuIh,ie. ~ woo 
1938. o".j Woody Guth,ie load hi. ,odio.how on 

KFVD in HoItywood. Ooco and Will """,,,I 
Woody •• how and d«id.d """ rt..y ........ I<1 ..... , 
him . About Woody', lacHo pilf$OnOli'1. Cioco 10,. 
>oid, "I 'o.olty likt'd him; he woo (I reli, 1 frOM III_ 
hillbiUy .Ing''', Hoo oonll hi, OWn oong. in (I 

. Iroight/orwo,d, dowMQ.eo,th kind 01 tommy"ico

liOft ," H, ond Will GHr _nllO 'h, radio ' !<Il ion 
end ·"""Ied him h_ wilh VI." (Hou.ton.clal" 
pool in'-<~i.w. Cisco Houlton Po~",1 

C;KO k ...... O'M)ny o/Ih, old oong. Woody k.,.w: 
!hey .toned .inging 109""" and de.eIop.d (I 
do ... It". friend.hip. Cisco 10"9 a oaIicl ,-nor fIor.. 

"""'y to Woody'. Melody line and >OOft ""'" 

"nglng wi'" him on hi. ,adlo prog'OM. HoI 
rK olled. "WoodY. "",ilbox 01 .... IIoriofo """. 
o!woy.IuII...I would help him open .... lert.<. ol"ld 
count .... quo""'''. wtoich he oiwoy. .hored with 
anyone ...... .-ded a f.........ond I did. Tho .. ....... 
hord doytl " IHousI<:>t>-CloypooI inIeO';.w.) 

They ...... ..! mig."", Iobor CaMP' ....... GMr poy. 

ing .... .-pen ... and wi'" a...t """ occo.ion(JIy 
joining ....... . In 1939 Ge. """nled 'Itbody 10 9<> 
10 New y".. .. City with him. ond line. Cisco J.od 
mode hi' ~"'lrip bock 10 It.. Eo" Coo" in 1936 
ol"ld kn.w 01 .... octMtie. and <>pp<>tNn ..... he 
enc ...... aged Woody to go with Ge.. later thot 
y.Q' Cisco ...... ned Ie> New YcR and Iound a iob 
010 "'eel bo,k .. 1o. a burlesque ho.r .. on . 2nd 
~. and he and 'Itbody ... umed 01"91"9 toge!I.. 
... HoI """" .u",,,,,,,iz..! WoodY. inlluenc. wi'" 
jull a Ie ... words: "I Ieo.ned a lor from 'Itbody." 

In 1940. prior Ie> Ihe United Skr~. entering Vlbfld 
Wo' II. CiKO joined the Me,chonl Marine. ol"ld 
.h ipped oul often;..,.,h Hme h •• etu.ned. he mode 
appeo rance. with Woody and. occo.ionolly. the 
Almanac Sing.". Cu.ing the wa,. Woody 
obIoln..! hi. poper. and jo<ned CiKa 01 .... ; they 
lOll..! togerhe. Ih, .. time. and _. on Iwo 

torpedoed 'hip •. 

Th.ough the .. yeo ... CiKa wo..o...d in and out 

01 Nor ... York City. _Ime •• toyi"9 with Ma,tha 
and Huddl. l..!bert.<. Curiog hi. , ..... 1. he 
work..! a. a cowboy. a h/mberjod .. a poIoto pick. 

... ond 01 a ..;.de """iety of common labo< jobo. 
ond he Ieo,ned ""'9' o. he wotI...! ond trOYeled. 
H. pIoyed """" ...... in 0 lew ...".;.. ond 
oppeo • ..! on nu.....au. ,od;o .how.. H. claimed 
ilia. he mode a minimum of thlffy II'IOb 0<10 ...... 

c""" ..... ; if i. proboble!hol Woody wo.the only 
IoIkoinge< ...... woncler.cl o.ound .... notion o • 
much 01 Cisco. 

Woody 1Ior1ed hi' .KOtdi"9 .... Ion ........ Ma ... 
AKh in 1944 ond >OOft J.od CiKO woolri"9 in the 
.... Ion. with him. A>ch 'KoII.d. 'He helped 
'Itbody; they cou&d ploy duen. Cisco WOI 10 good 
O ..... 9ui ...... ond 10 good 01 odopliog himself 
wltll 0Ihe< •. Woody could do ............ he wonted 
10 do wlthou! ...... ,og 10 wor'y ........... nul guy 
wo o 001"9. bee"" .. Cioco COYef..! up. All of tIIis 
wol .ponlone<>u •• un •• heo.oed"IAKMogsdon 
Interv' .... ). It woo AKh who <;OfIvinc"! Cisco 10 

.KOfd hi . own 1OfI9' 0 ....... 1 as 1OfI9' from hi. 
•• pertory. 

CIKo was ° humbl. perSOfl . He d......Jopod hi. Ro~ 
pick gulla r .1yl. with Woody' . a .. islonc,; howe .... 
.,. wto ... ~ucking IPUIli"9 th. ,1,,"9' w,th h"~'" 
~"I. he ploy..! ° 11)"1. .Imlla, 10 tha, of 8u,'I •••. 
H. often .1aItd Ihot he woo no! 0 good gu'lO.,.1. 
HoI wo. lo, bert.< rIIon he belo.-:!./or in>lead 01 

u""9the In.II''' .... nt to ''''.'..;><;<11 weakne .. 
a<><l/".. to Impr ... on oudience. he uoed II !O."""~ 
Iy 10 .uppor. hi. 'fOeol 11)"1.. 

When he ""'9 wim 'Itbody. he odopled hi • ..okt 
quoli!)' 10 blend ....... Woody •• ond uwolly 10"9 a 
min . high.pilChed _ ho.mony. e.... ...... n ,ioglng 
oaIa. hi • .oke woo on open ond".oed_oI 
bo,iIoM. 0<><1 he mode no O!ternplIO chonge "'. 
.ok. to conlorm to how ........ though. 0 

1oIbi"ll'< should oound. FoIUit'l{le< KOlle l" . ...... 
woo a clooe!.1end 01 Cisco', '" Coillorn;g d...ri"9 
the early 19500. bef_. tho. he'hod the most 

beouIilul .ok," 01 0 1 the 1oIk"ngen. ~ woo hi. 
exc.u.n. 01"91"9 ability. no doubt deY.Ioped duro 
ing hi. octi"ll Ie.son •• Ihot OIIrocled c,IIkI'm from 
.... crowd Ihot believwod IoIko1nger. >houId oound 
unll'oined. e.... wim hi. bockg.ovnd Cil(o wo.1n>Iy 
o "iolk' 01"9'" 

1v'.oM. AKh .. !er • ..! to tho ........ chonged N i, 
YOk •• and ace. n" In /tont of a" audlenc. to Ii. a 
prKonc.'ved "101 .. ' ..... nd 0. "nee""'ho proo
ficed ' Iolk" prof ... i"""li.m. AKh lOid. "Cisco 
neve, go., ° cicr",". alway. wo o agoln .t 1101. (pro
kr .. Ionoll.m) and lost 0lIl beeo,," of Iho" (AKt.. 
Logsdon ,n ...... ,.wl. 

Cil<:o woo "irieol of .i",ilo. o"itude. wh ... in on 
in ...... Iew h. lOid: 



, ....... afwo)'. a lOt'" 01 rhea"" rhOl rhing. 
",1.; _ bock In 1M Oza,b, a. lor a. yo« 

won! '" go . P.opI. g'aYi",,,, '" the bell 
• ina-... w. ho .. peoopIe IOdoy ...M go jull 
1M DIhw.......,.. a,"", I don'l "II'" wirb m..... 
s.o... 01 "'" loIloong "I""*"> _ '" mink 
yo« hoY. 10 go .......,. 00.1 in the hin, and d,"II 
our 1M _" .Ing .. in rhe _Id I>eIor. il', 
authenlie . Now !hi. i. _ .. n .... Jull bKau .. 

~.'. old and goI!h, .. orrl..ilie ling ... and Iwo 

"'ing.le/t on Ih. oonjo <:Io..n' l pro., an)' 
th ing,· Irk><r."",.claypooi inre,.i.w.) 

CIKa wa. nor CllIical 01 high quo lily aurh ..... li< 
unlrai...! foIko.i"iWs; ... woo crilieal 01 rho .. ...M 
specialized In pr<IIN>Iing jIOOf quolily a. 'pu"" 
folk auth.nlieily. He> did ho.. on.l.m.nt 01 biller, 
"" .. abour 1M (.ill/;' ...M 1*;....1 hi • .oice woo 
_ good 10 be oa:~ a. a IoIksi~. He jull 

ho~ 10 ...... a nic, .oic. and did nor mind 
u"ng ~ in on ~I woy o.inging rho ""'9 .... 
loved oncE In ...... ich lie 1*;....1. 

Wirh acting o. hi, Ii," Io.e, in 1948 h, landed a 
role in tne B.oodwoy ploy The Cradle W;t/ Rac"
Tn, following yeor h, woo boc k in Cal ifornio with 
minor .oIe. in """,i., and ,log' play., Then in 
1950 ... " .... Ied for a while with Woody. ond in 
SepIen>ber 1951. o.c:co Rec:Otd., 1M c""'pony 
rhot had ..... py.r:t fl'lU(h o.u« ... with !he w.o-. 
btIore!hey _, bIockUSItd . ,ecorded Iwo oong. 

oung by Cloco. bu! did nor .&Iea .. !hem. On Febn". 
O"f 5. 1952. they .ecorded ond lalt< "Ito .... 
,ec:o<d. 01 h, .. o.inging "i. ""'9'. ' Rombling Go .... 
bIlng Mon" and ·Gt.." Lilac Hill.: oncE in ....... 
1952 they ,ec:o<ded Iwo ""'" oong.IhoI_. nor 
,&lea .... George 110,,,,,", the populo, .wing/IOU 
gui""'lI, and hi. """II bond _ . the IlUdIo mu.~ 
cion. lor on .... ion •. The ......... COld. o.oy "Gil 
!-iou"",,: and hi. pilato. on !he publi.1.ed ."-r 
,"y,ic pictu,. hi .. wirh no """,.roen. , Thi. i, 

• !rang •. lOt in all other pharo" h, ha. 0 """' .. 

roeke. It may ho., been on o~mpl to """,id Ike 
bIock)i,l. Thot yeo'. ke olIO worked in rel,.ilion In 
luc_. "'izona. lOt a sf>orl Ii .... , 

Two yeor.1orer t.i. g'_lI opportunily for ..... Ito<. 

lOin"",,1 and ~nof'l(iol ...ex ... co .... in 0...-. 
Colorado; he woo 9i .... hi. own rodlo .how. On 
Monday. No..mber 15. 1954. !he lnIer_in 
NerwO<k wim maiO< """,_.hip inlroduced the GioI 
!-ioullOn Show; !hey .. nl a .. " .... 10 IMi. alii ...... 
...,.ion. promoling • ... GIl HOUSTON. 0 Ir •• h ond 
• ibranl pe,_lily Norior.olly [.kJ ,ec:ogniztd and 
in OUt , "imorion th. Un"lloi k .inger lhol ho ..... 
been pr, .. nted. <101 oo"ing M •• Bu,ll.e •. • Tke 
"'ow oi,ed 01 6: 15 p. m. on Monday. Wedn . .. 
cloy. and Ftiday. 

One """"_ 01 the .how 'on ne .... opope< ad. with 
Cioca', photo oIoIing. • ... we '" Englewood Sa .. 
Ing. and Loon <Itt indeed proud 10 ;nlroduc. G~ 

!-iou."", 10 0..._ ond Colorodo. We o ....... e mi, 
yo«ng o,till wIoo ho, oung hi,.......,. 10 !I.e lop in the 
foil music /;eId wi' o.ing hi • .......,. inoo the ..... rts 01 
.adlo Ii_. oil ....... Colorado 0,"", .... ~acky 

_Io;n Region . ............. 10 0.-. Gil. we 
know yo«" be hoPP)' ....... He> had a h~.how. 

ondonJa"""ty 13. 1955. IM.how wo. led 
dltec:1ty 10 1M Ii .. llundred ond lolly ...,Iion. in !he 
MulUCll6<oodcoliing $y.ltm, 

Hi. song ·C,azy H"'rt: co-ourhored ... ilh L.wi. 
AII,n and recorded by Jackl, Po,i. on Corol 
Rec:ord •. wa •• 0~1y cliMbing rh. chom. II 
cPf>80,ed mat Ciocc woo ,".Iined 10 tec:ei ...... ,I~ 
deserved .ecognition. bur by mid-"'m ..... hi •• how 
wo, oK 1M ai •. 

Ther. is no <lacu"""lOlion 10 •• plain wIoo, hap
pened, bur Mooeo Aoch...,1MI Ihot Cioco woo 
,.....,...d hom rodio beeou .. 01 hi. ,adkal view>. 
The preoou ... 01 McCo'rhyiltll and 1M bIoclJisr 
wer, .ampont th.oughou. 1M .,,"''''in ...... ' indu .. 
try. on.d while CiKO woo _ blackli.ted. it i. 

probo~e rhol when. in ord.r 10 pr_ hi' Folk· 
W<ly. album. ke ... "'Ied thol Gil ond Cioco .... ,,' 
Ike 10m, .• ke .ed,bai"''' >co,ed th, .ponsor •. H, 
wo." hi,nd 01 ond hod recorded wirh moll cf the 
IoIhinge" u..oe. ollOd. 

A.h. hi. 0. ....... how ended. CiKO "ru • ...! 10 
Ca lifornia. where he go .. r;of'I(t<l, wher_'" 

woo irwiled--<oII.geo. chuICke •• nightclubs. on)' 
wher,!hey wanred lO ..... t him. Th ..... anolher 
opportunity 10 ,lYiIoIiz. hi. (0 .... oro ... In 1959 
lie woo irwiltd 10 lOW Indio """,,_ed by !he Indo
"-kon Society and the U S. Inlormotion s... 
vk • . For,....... ......... in .... 1y 1960. Cisco along 

wlm Marilyn Child •• Sonny """f. ond Srownt. 
McG'-."joyed opprec:loli", crowd. 01 all 01 
IMit okowlln Indio. and on hi. woy horne. Cisco 

9"'" conee"" in England ond Scotland . 

Upon 'etu,ning 10 rh. United S!<JIe •. h. was cho

sen!<J be rh.leading nO""Ior/"",former cllke 
R ......... Hou< Spring f .. li.ol 01 Mu.k . · FoIk Sound 
U.S.A..' oi,ed_ CBS ..... i.ion ""June 16. 
1960, ~ WOI IM llrll lulllengrh folk music show on 
,..,..ion. ond IeoIuNd along with Cisco, Joan 
Soez, JaM Jocob Niles. JaM LH Hoc>b<. Eorl 
Sc"'99' and l ..... Flair. and oIheo-•. The ,how 
rec..r-..td mi . ..... Iew>. "--. in v.,'itIr. June 
22. '960. Cisco woo proi .... : ·Cisco Hou ...... 
mode a 9 .... ' <10"_. ond hi> oong. __ 
'I,oighrforwatd and _II handled,' 

Lo'" In rho! oum .... ' 01 1960. he wc. 1..,lu,e;;! 01 
th, Newporl Fclk F"'i,,,,1. and rec<lrded enough 
song. fOf Vanguotd Rec:ord. _ntuolly '" i."", 
th, .. Iongploy (lP) ,ec:ord •. Unlonunolely. ""'" 01 
.... oong' _. _-produced 10 ollracl !he popu
la, "",.k ma,k .. , He olIO booI;.ed a nu,"ber 01 
nignlClub. ond folk cancer" lor 1M oum ..... and 



kill; 0tICtr ogain. il appeo..d tt.at M might .njoy 
w.rl-d.~ kI .... and wee.lI. Sui dVling the 
""m ..... ' . h. \eoo,ned tt.ot h. hod Ca_ and hod 
little Ii ..... 10 I;..., . He played hi. «WICetI. a.iong 
a. M could. ond then quietly _.M<! 10 Coli"". 
nio and hi. klmily. 

In hi.';1i!s wi'" LM Hoy. only tt._ monIh. "-lor. 
he died. he iokingly •• Reeled abollt deoth: "The 
""",,", witt. ...., w!ooIe li'- ho, been It.ot my Ii"'ing 
i.~. bod" [Hays. "Cioco·. L~: in 51"" 
0.,,1 0cI0be<~ 1961). In on Internew 
IwO week. befo<. hi, deoth. Ooco IondIy rtoCGIed 
c....-sotion. with)'Ol'''11 peopIit who WOIIIed 10 

If ..... O. he ond Woody did: 

"E~ hote> 10 '-" IwO ""ng, >oid 
abou! ...... and one I. that !hey ........ known 
[.ie) If"",,", Of !hey cIon'l ho •• 0 _ .. ol 
humot . ..... ",uch ollolkmu.k: I. obollt ,,0tIbI. 
and "-ing able 10 laugh at IrGllbie. a..d .....,. 
"' ing el ... Of cou, ... 0 101 ol the .. coIleg. 
kid. ho ... n·1 Upefienced anything like thol l" 
!I..i, Ii ..... bul!hey lik. 10 ldentjly wi'" thai 
kind of ming, I 1>0 ... young kid. co ..... 10 m. all 
m. Ii ..... ond a.k me aboul my doy. on Ihe 
,ood. It' • .... y 'OIIIOn!ie 10 IMm, I "., 10 dl .. 
",ode them hom iu,! going out Itk. thol ... w. 
Oid mot in those day. ·cou .. _hod 10. not 
becou .. _ wanted 10." IHou.ton.claypool 
in*"iewl 

Gilbell V, "Cioco" Hou.ton died on Aptil 28. 
1961. 01 the age of Iorty-l'WO. 5Mtt1y 0""'. LM 

Hays wrot.. "Ooca Iouched p«>pIe ... He k".w hi. 
own ;"'pefleclion. "-!let thon anyone . Sut M 
walked wi'" II''''. "'tough an impefi.ct world, 
and the world will "- "-_ becou .. of the I;...,. M 
Iouched"llioyo, "Ooco'. Legacy"). 

Mo ... Aoch ond Irwin Silber edited a col\eclion of 
I0Il9' in ".ibuN 10 Ooca. 9OOMiS ... : The 8oHod., 
1IIw. ond Folluong. 01 Cioco Hou>lon INew Y ..... : 
Ook l'o.IbIieolion" 1965). in whido Asdo _. in 
o I.net 10 the late .inger: ' .. .Ilhink """" ,ecOfd. 
__ cui with)'Ol' on oI.em. ,.,."n;;ng wi'" ""body, 

LeodbeIIy. and the oIhet. who hung around !he 
Aoch ollie. 10 ,ecord ond toIk, than any othet mu'" 
cion outside 01 Sonny terry ... Your belief in man 

ond thot Woody wa. communicoting man in hi, 

""'" and • • "' ........ mode bad! 01 )'01' 0 1<Ige!ht.. 
... " . 11 wa. 0 Ie<:Im that I and many oIhe<, wiM 
....... mbet.· 

Hi. hiend and manog ... Harold L ••• nmal _ole In 
me 1"." ,el.., .. onnouncing !h. deott. of Cioco: 

Tho .. aI u •. and 11..", 0'. many. who ho ... 
known ond _h,d with Cioco "" •• "'" po.1 
yeon. h""e known 10 few pe.lO<1. aboul whom 
one could soy he wa, truly 0 gfeo! 9"1', A. a 
IoIkoin{le'. he poo .... ed a '.ma,kable "Ole ... 
He wa. i~ 0 --., c. toIi ... peflO<1. A IOf'It 

_ilet • • ing .... union <><goni . ... we •• but 0 lew 
01"'" a.eo. in which he .. c~~, 

Hoe woo above 011 0 genui ... peflO<1. kMod by 
aU, admired by many ... 

10 the --,. end he poo .. ,"" indomitable 
....... III the foe. 01 mi. diooo..-..:ouroge 
oug ....... 1ed by hi. deep cone .... lot .... 9'-
p<obIern. !hoi hxed those of u' ...... """'-l 
hi ......... hope lor 0 world of ".onquility ond 
peocel la Cloco _ ling. 'So long. 1t'.lIeen 
Good 10 Know You." 

C'Ka Hou , lan 0<1 folkwoy. 
All 01 the Cioco Hou.ton·, folkway. 'IO(Ofding' or. 
.rill omiklble f,om .... SmllhlOlllon, on high q..al~ 
ty co ... na, wim me Ofiginolli __ . la orcW 
01>')1 01 .... "', _1M !he odOr ... below Of ftIt.phone 
301/ .... 3·23 ... 10 pIoce 0 telephone on:Iet: 

Cowboy Song. FA 2022 (10' Ip. 19S2). _. by 
J. O. Rebb. 

900 Mile. oM 0Ihet roilrood Song. fA 2013 
(l0"1p, 19531. _> by ChaO.. E. Smi .... 

Hard r,.....ill·FA 2042 110" Ip, 19S .. ', ....... by 
KenMlh S. GoId"'n 

Cioco Hou.fOrI Sing. Song. 01 rite Open rood fA 
2"80 (12' !p. 1960. 19621. oulObOog'ophk:al 
.-00. by Cioco Hou'!on 

Pa"ing Through Ve<ve/Folkway. fV / FVS 9003 
112'lp.1963) 

Cisco Hou.1oII Sing> A ...... ko~ FoJ"ongl F1 
, 012/FTS 31012 [12 ' Ip. 1968). "i .. ~ of Cloco 
Sing. (10" LPI note. by Cioca Houlton wlrh a ".ib
ule w,inen yeo" eo.'i •• by Wao<Jy Guthri •. 

Mo iling odd .... lor orde,, : folkway. Moil o.der, 
" 1" HUnge<fOfd Ori •• Sui .. ....... Rock.i'~ MO 
20850. USA. 



tn. do'e. 01 C,seo', ,ecorel'"9 .e,,'on., other 
'han thQ>e mooe with Woody Gulh,i. and oI~' 
berwefln 1944 and .... ,Iy 1947, were nOl doc ... 
mente<!, and ocelO'" m''''.n of CiKO" ....., 
reco<ding. 0'" no! in lhe AKh/Folkwo)" Collee
lion . It i. p<obobl .. 1100' A",h "o,ted u,ing tope 
,eco<dru. In 19470/ """y 1948, rhol ..... ion 
docu",.nl,,'ion woo 001 mod .. "he, he "o,,~ 
u.ing lope 'K"rdi"9" ond tho, mo.t 01 eIKO" 

.i"9l .. ",till ,,,,,,,,ding' _ ,e toped ,oocOlding" 

Mo .... Aleh plonn&d 10 i ....... " OKe Hou>!on 

a lbum o."",1y".Jun.,1, 1947 (Ii.,od in the 
"Disc RecOfd Li.,"). and moy ha,..!.OId a rew 
cop>e •. II 00, mey "re elu,'''''' The album, accord
ing 10 Disc Company 01 America 8"IIe~n 41, was 
10 be Cisc" Hou • .."...cowboy s""g •. Album 608, 
WI,h li~, nO'e. wITHen by Woody Gurhri". The 

.ong' we,., 
5067 A · Sl...., yoditl, No. 2" 

S "Of1Jnken Ra'" 

""" A "Ro.i"9 Gombl",' 
B 'Philadelphia Lawyer' 
A "Tying" Knot in the 08.;1', Toil' 
B 'Oh W illy, My 0<1,1'"9: 

AscII ond IIi. company. Disc. _e in fin"nc",1 
"oubie by mid-1946, ond in ea'ly 1948 Asch 

on&mp!ed 10 ""9otio'" a lwenry.fi.e pe,c"n! "" 

rhe dollar po,."..' 10 hi. ~,edilou The company 
wen1~' 01 bu.,,,.. ... ond AscII ,eorgonized a. 
FoIkwoy. Reco,d •. And lI>e'. i. no widence lhal 
11>" CiKO H~"on olbum _. n<;luOlly ,eco,ded. 

I>< .. ....:!, ond re l .... ....:I; only on .. song. "Ty,ng 0 
Kr>OI in lher 0..;1'. Toil, "oppeored in hi. '0"" 
Folkway. cowboy song 'eco,d •. ond Sli""", 

Record. did "0' i .. "" Ihi. CiKO Ho.>lO" olbum. 

" 

In 1948 Asch did i .. "" Nu,1¥)' Rhyme. ' '''ng ond 
pl<>y&d by CiKO Ho..lon· on hi, Cub Reco,d. 
lobel; ,h .. ,e we, .. 1M ,horl mu .ica l ,hyme.1or "a9" 

9'~p 2-4 " on 0 ""'~nch 78 rpm d isc, Cub II. A 
I"w 01 Cisca" ...10 song. _'e included in folk. 
_y' onll>oIogi., '''!Jed p,i", 10 1952_ Hi,liu, 
lang play,ecord wo. Cowboy~. fA 2022 
nO' II'. 19521. no"'. byJ. 0 Robb. which wa. 
followed by 900 Mil., "r>d Oth.r R"ilroad Song. 
fA 2013 pO' ip. 1953). not<o. by Ch",I •• Edwc,d 
Smilh; Hard T,,,veI;"' fA 2042110'11'. 19541. 
not •• by Kennell> S. GoId.",;n; C;"''' Sing. fA 
2346 (10' II'. 19581. note. by Cisc" Ho.>Ion; 
0",,, H<><JoIon Sing. Song> of th. Open RoodfA 
2480 (12·11'. 1960. 19621 •• harl oulobing,oph;. 
c,,1 no'" by CiKe I-Wu>l"". no ""'9 nOle.; P" .. ing 
Th'augh V., .... /folkwoy. fV/FVS 9003 (12" II', 

1963J. 'na,1 .Iolemenl by CiKO I-Wu''''''. no song 
no, ... ; ond C;sco H~'lon Sing. Ame,icon foll
son9' fT IOI2/fTS 31012 (12" II', 1968), o,.i .. 

• ue of Cisco 5,"9>, ",,"', by CiKO Hou.lon will> 0 
"ibule w,,"en~" .... rlie, by Woody Gu,h,ie. 



" 
No! all of 1M cut. Q<l Song. oJ 110, Open Rood 
, .... d 1''''';''9 Th'0U9h we,. IlKOfded by "'..:h in 
hi,M"'. No docu .... nto#otl 1.0. bee.. Iotoled 10 
identify who ..-gi_.d "'-to and ~. w.. .... 
.ion ............ , bill u,,; .wed tal ....... im ~miled 
c""_lOlion. indicaMIhey __ not.....de by 
Aoch. We ton ouu .... lhot "'- ... $loft. _e in 
Coli"" ...... ,KOtd.d by "';....d. 01 Cioco. Thi. wo. 
no! ...... woi, lor moroy fo/lwoyllKOld. iuued by 
....w. _. fro", lOped 'kOfdi"9' _, 10 hi"" 

In 196.<1, A.sch planned 10 I ..... " _ .. 01 long 
ploy recording. under ..... OtIC iecOIdi"ll'IobeI . 
Pre .. ,~ ... ond colOlog ..,,,i40. hoY. noI bien 
Iouftd lot any of ..... riM>; 1her.Ior., ~ aw-" 
!hoi only " f.ew copie, _. "' •• oed ,,"" ...... no! 

oN 01 .... pion,*, ~"-. _e ..... ~.Md or>CI 
; • ....d. Cloco Hou~ 1f9"C)' 0;"" [).10J, 

cO'''Gining '-""- """" , woo ..... 01 .... coI~ 
• ion., and .... only copy located i l In 1M C.n .... 
"" folkJif. Progr"m, "tid CulMOI SJud ... Archi .... 
Smithsonian In.~Mion . 

CoIle<:IOf. of '"OCO HWIIOI' ""l ltri,,1 "rt OW"" 
tt.ol Stinson R..:ord. 1.".00d flKOfdl"9' I""t lncl..o. 
ed many 01 hi. 'KO/ding •. During World War II, 

"'.eh ond H ... ~ HOlf'" I~ 0Wfl" 01 Stinson, 
were por_n in Ascll-Sli ....... RKo"I •. Aoc" I>ad 
tile .lUdio and engi_i"ll ability. and Harrl.1IOd 
oce . .. 10 .... 11oc nee_uory 10 ",od"". fICOfd •. In 
1947. du'ing hi. Diw: C-pony linonclol prob. 

lem., 1M po'I\'I ... hlp W<I. di .. 01...!. Hoffi. 

,ec.m.d """" mo.1e< 0<""'-. oncl ",ooid olbum., 
oncl prod<K.ed 78 'l"" olbu",. ond Iongploy 
,ecOfd. "OM hi. >lock. Thu ......... 0'. Stin ..... 
, ........ idtnIicof 10 11>0 .. l.wed by AKh before 
mid-19"7; ....... 01.., ore _.,I compon;..1I>o1 
1.0"" u..:l .... Srin ..... flCOfding. lot IMi. unl~ 
<;«1..:1 , ........ . 

u..s. .. othtrwi .. indko'-<l .... foIowing >01\9' ore 
Cioco HoultOn, .ocaf 0<><1 guito" 

, l Ain' t GoINoH_ 
If.om SotIg. o"M ClpttIllood fA 2"80 , 1960. 
1962; new word. ond odopted "",ok by 'Moody 
Gurht;.. copyr;ght no 1962, 1963.l..dlow 

Mu.k.) 
'Moody Gurh,;.IOOk .... rrodilionol whi"lfII<~ 

1UOf, "Thi. World I. No! My Home: 01.., known 0 • 
"I Con'l feel 01 Home in Thi . World ....... Y"'O'.: 
oncl ,._ 1M word. to up' ....... plight of 
mig,on" du'ing .... 0.. .. ~ oncl Gteol o.p-... 
.ion. H. heord "'. Col1e, fo"'iry """ion 01 "'. 
$j)i'ilu(Jl ,i"',r On rfl<OO"d 00""-~ 01 "'.i, ma ny 
borde, ,odio broodcO.IS •• ""h 0. XUA, Del ~io, 
T •• o •. oncl odopt.<! il. Woody wrote hi, ¥e"ion 
duri"9 hi • .,loy. 01 KfYO. Hotlywood. 1937-38. 
Thi. _.;on woo lint ,oeOO"ded by Woody Gurh,;', 

MatCh 22, 19"0. lot .... Ubrory 01 Congre ... 

j 
! 

• Ho,d ,,,, ,,,,ling 
If,OM Hotd Tro""lin' fA 2042 , 195" ; word. oncl 
mu.k by Woody Guthr;'. copyrighl no 1959. 
1963,1972,ludfo..o. Mu.i<;. ) 

TI,. to .. 1 priming 01 this "'"9 oppeored in ° 
typed oncl mimtOgrophed co/leclion. Ten 01 Woody 

GutMe·, Song •• Nitw y<)f\ City. doled Ap-iI3. 
19".5, which .... oulhor sold lot _~ C""', 00" 

It ... He _ , "Thil il 0 "'"9 obout .... ho,d rr ..... 
tI,,'9 01 .... working poopIt. _ .... """""""",k 

my>1Ic Ifovefi"ll 01 1M pror. .. ionoI..xotioniSl.' 
Woody _ ~ while working on hi. CoIutnIMa 
k,- project in 19" I ond ~'" 'eco<ded it. will. 
CiKO O«otnPO">""11 him. lot Aoch ill mid.19".'i . 

a lombHng , Gombiing /lion 
)"Ihio _.ion i. previooIoIy .ni .. ....d. from ..... 

Arch"",. 01 !he C .... "" lot folk/iF. P'OQ.om. and 
Culturol Sludl." s",im ..... ion InSliMion; ° dilleten, 
_.ion wo. i.wed on OKO Hou ....... 5ing. Amen. 

con FoIl 50n9s fT 1012 Mono. fTS 31012 SIfI<eo. 
1968, OIlvi"olly I.wed 0. Cisco Houston 5ings fA 
2346, 1958: word. oncl "",.ie by Gil Hou.ton; 
,hee, mUlic publi.hed by ludlow MUlit, New yo ..... 
1952.) 

Cioco odopt.<! the I,odilionol "'"9. ' The ~ .... ing 

Go"'bfe.r." i"1o ° con/tmJlO<0ry lo. Yeg<> •. Ne .... 
do, gomble,'1 ""'9. He 'lCOO"ded il l", Oecco 
Record" Februo,y 5. 1952; .. Ieooed 0. Decco 
28065 on Apn11 " , 1952. ~ did not .. II well . Hi. 

method 01 pulli"ll ° 9uila, 'I<ing, cfeoting 0 ...... 

of he.itoncy lot empho.i •. i. , ... bo,le diH"enc. 
be_ thi. _.ion oncl .... p<lYiov.1y in""" 

folkwoys "" .. ion. 

4 Hobo Bill 

" 

fThio _.ion i. prtviot.ooly ""iowed, fto<n .... 
Arch""" 01 !he C .... '" lot folk/if.. Prog,om. ond 
Cuiturol Stud"', s",i", ..... ion Inllilulion; ° di"-"", 
_iion wo. ilwed on 900 Mile. onJ ow....lloiJ. 
toad 5ong. fA 2013, 19.53; word. oncl muok by 
Woldo L O ·NeoI. 1929.) 

n.. inFluenc. 01 JI ...... ie _odgw •• "n.. Singing 
s..okarnon: il htottf on lI.i ...... ion. Cioco yodtIo 
0<><1 . ing. ' Iiobo 8illy, " whi<;h I. 01 ..... 11 IdIIftIicoi 
10 how Rodger. _<led it; on !he previooIoIy 
i .. ued ."Iion. he dot. _ yodel ond ';"9 ' ' Iiobo 
8iN ." fi .. , .eco<<Ied by Jimmie Rodet<o, Noot.mbet 
13. 1929, New Orieon. )Vktor 22"21) . 

• Th ... •• A Ie"', W"lcI A·(omin' 
Woody Gum,;', Ieod """01 oncl ~uito'; Cloco 
HoII . ...... ho,,,,,,,,y """01. Thi. i. ° p" .... i""oIy un, .. 
.vecf kock fro'" the Archl'" 01" the C.nle< lOt folk. 
lile P'OQrom. ond (.ftu,ol Sludi.,. A dill.,enl_. 
.ion woo i .. ....., on 80vnd for Glory lFP 78/1 In 
1956; FA 2481 In 19(1). os _ II o. on Oris/nol 
IIlCoiding, Mode by Woody w,Io,,.; 194().19"6 

Wa, ... , 8<01 ..... RecOld, BS 2999, 1977. AI",,_ 
,o/tIi!le.1ot I'hi, "'"9 0 .. "8etI .. WotIcl" ond 
"a._ World A-Comi"ll." 

no ... i. no ,"Iotmolion I" .... Aoth/folkwO)"$ 



Archiv •• 10 indi,,,,. when either ven;on of mi. 
song woo rfKO<d.ed; I>oweve,. ""'""Krip" in the 
Ateh •••• of me Center I", Folkl'!. P'ogrom. ond 

Cuilural Studies indicate thot it w"." Wotld War 
II song e . pr ... ir>g hop8 thot Q "beHer world" 
wOIJId CO~ hom rt.e kil ling, bombing, pain, mi .. 

.'Y ond crying . Thi. v."ion woo p<obobly .""ord. 
ed belot. mid-1945. lot ".en Though it ho." 
."ong "ndou,men! of unions, rt.e theme wppotl. 
11r" belief mot the w"r would build" worldwide 
un"", 01 wo'~in9 peoopIe. TIr" two monuo.erjp" in 

,he A",h/F"lkwoy. orchiva. have . imila, lin ••. yet 

va ry 'ignificantly: n"im..r is iu"tic,,1 to the fKo<d

ed "",.ioo •. The Ii .. , p<inted Yo riont i. on~.fosci.t 

and "ntHoci.' (Woody Gu';',", foil 50.>9>, N_ 
York; lud!" ... Mu,ic , 1963 p. 1931. bIJl ii, too, 

yori ... from ,h .. recording' (lnd monu",jpl_ Thi. 

nod i, on uomr"e 01 how Woody (lnd CiKO 
imp'cwised o. Q l<>cIm . 

Cioco con be h..,rd 'inging a .nong "'ppot~ 

ing ho'lnOf'Y b8hirKI Woody. Sioce they we'e 
do •• "iend •• and Ooca·. bel ief in 0 beHe' wa,ld 

th'ough unilood worke" was equalro. or 'Hange' 
than, Woody'" il i, probably thai Ooca conHibu~ 
ed id"". and liM. 10 Ihi. ond othe' ",ng. c,,,,,led 

by Woody, 

• Th. Sltawberry Roa n 
Cioco HOIJ.ron. ""'01 ond guiro,; W:>ody Guthri •• 

mandoHn , 

(P'eviOlJ'1y uniSlued. from the A,chive. of lhe Ce"" 

Ie' for Foiklife P,og,om. and Cul""al Studie., 

Smith""''''n In'liM ion; 'KOfdood April 19, 1944, 
mc"i~ MAS4 ; word. by Cu, ley fletcher circa 

191 4. mu.k l'odilionaLi 
Thi. i. poSl ibfy ,he liu, solo 'Kording Ci>(:o 

mode for A>(:h. 'KOfdood in 0 Woody Guth'ie/ 
Ci>(:o HOIJ.lon .... ion, during ",hkh they 'ecordood 

o!he, cowboy """9' wim Woody o. !he lead 
• inger, Asch inlended Ie u .. it in 0 cowboy olbum 

that. for "n known ,,,,,,,,n., woo """e, ,.I""se<I, 

first "Ko,ded by Paul Hamblin. March 21. 1930, 

Cul'e' City. California (Vitro, V40260( . Fa, add;' 

tionai inla,malion about th" "'ng, SOft: Guy logo
don. " Tile Who,.hOlJ'" Bell. Were lI:;nging" ond 

Other Song. Cowboy, Sing IUrbana: Uni.""ily 01 

IlIi""i. Pr ... , 1989). pp. 86-96, and Jahn I. 
While. Gil Along, lillie Dogi" .(Urbana: Uni"e,,;1y 

01 IIlinai. Pre ... 19751. pp, 137,147. Thi. song i. 

.rill w>defy lUng ond 'e<:ilood by wa,king cowboy •. 

, The G,ear American Bum 

(from 900 Mil", ond Othe, Railroad Sang. fA 

2013, 1953; aulhor.hip claimed by "Haywi re 

Ma<" McClinlack .) 
"Haywi,e Moe" hoboe<! ond "'ng oc,a .. the 

COlJnlry: h" was OM 01 lhe maS! colorful togY'e. in 

hobo and railroad mu.ic, and h" cloimed ro h""e 
wrinen .uch cla"ic .ang. a. "Thto Big Rock Candy 

Mountain : Ihi, i, aoothe r one Ihal h. cloimood a. 

hi. awn . Aboul mi. ""'g, Geo'1I" Milbu,n ""01", 
"MaS! "aba, are mig ralory wa,ke" who I""d th. 

wa ndering life from choic .... The following humor, 

ou. song, from Pou l Dooley', ' e pertory, cak;he, 

11.8 f<>oci""tion 01 hoba life. a. well a. li.ling """e 

of the haba'. occupolion •. " for oddi,iooo l inlor· 
mation. see: Geo'ge Mi lburn, Tile Hobo', Horn

book IN"w Va,k : I" •• Waohburn, 1930), pp. 70-

73, and Henry VOIJng, "Haywire Moc " ond the 
"8'9 Roc. Candy AiIOIJmain" [Temple, Tu as: SliI~ 

hOlJ" Hollow Publ i.h"", 1981) . 

• Th . In la.kale<! Ral 
If,om Hard rro.e Un ' fA 2042, 1954; word. 

lunknown), mu.ic adoptaHon of "Ou, Goodmon: ) 

linle i. known obour In.. adap!alian al lhi. 

"'ng , alhe' than Ihe melody i. a ".nion of "Ou.\ 
Goodmon"IChiki ballod 274), 01", k""wn o. 

"fou' N;g~'" Drunk ." II wa. li"l ,ecorded by m" 

Di ,on B,om",., Feb,uary 12, 1936, Charloll", 

Norm Ca,olino 181uebird 86327). and become 

one ollheir mo" populo, ",ng" 11Il0l w,inen by 
Ihem, Oi l"".!, Ihey """led ils populo rily, 

• The COl Come Bac. 

Ifrom Po"ing ThlOOl}h Ve"',,/f~ 'woy. 

FV/FVS9002, n.d. Id"o 19661; a' iginal word. 

a nd mu.jc by HOffY S. Mi lle r, 1893.) 

HumorOlJ. ""'g' obour animol. hove been rop
ula' with odulls e . w,,11 a. chikl'en, and 0 I"w 

anle, oral Had ilion wim "",olion., ' ''MIS, and 
dale. chonging wim each ge nerelion. O,;ginally a 

po,for song wrillen by populo' song wrile, i'iarry 

" 
S, Mill." it wa. odopleclla 0 contempoo-ory .. " ing 

by Cisco. for oddilia",,1 inlormaHon, ,": le.le, S 

levy, flash •• 01 Me";",,,"! INo,man: Uni ..... ",ty 01 
Oklahoma Pre .. , 197 11, pp, 227. 238-40, fi'" 
'ecorded by Fiddl in' Jahn Co,,,,,,, April 1924, 

A~anro, Georgia IOkeh 4D I I 9) . 

'0 11.e Fraun l ogger 

If'om Ho,d T'oveli"' FA 2042, 1954; word. 
Jame s Sleven., music odaprolion of "Wh.n I We> 

Young ond foali.h ;" copyrighr no 195 I, 

ren"wood 1979, Folkwoy. Mu.ic PubH.h",.,) 

While Sleven, i, c,ood ilecl wim mi. "umorau. 

lumberjock "'ng. he wrOIe in 1949 thai he co
oUlhorood it with H, l. Do,,;. in 1929; how ..... ,. in 

me Me'ch I, 1959, book seclion of Ih" N"w Vork 

lime., H. l. Davi. i. qualM "'ying mal he W'OIe it 

in 1928 in Sealll., We.hington , Sleven, .oid Ih,,1 

il was wtinen 10' a radio ... ,ie . about Pau l Bun
yan, wh,le Davi. ",id Ihal il woo w"He" for a 1"0-

9,om I'ying "ta lu,,, 'pon"'" from th" lumb8'ing 
indu'l,y. " Davi, wa, canHa.;lecIla .upply log9"'" 

IoIk""'g" 1>..1 the,e _,e nol .nough, "'" I ' la,lecI 
w'iHng th"m, and odapling them ta ony old tune. I 

cook! dig up · II i. p'obabl" mo' bam men had 0 

hand in writing il. II was populo, in the Narthwe'l 

due ta nume'oo. ,od,o broodca"', and in 1951 

lI>e W""ve" 'pr""d it nalionwide Ih'ough lhei' 
,&Cording and pe''''nal appea,once •. 



" 
I L Pal Work. on rh. l"il,o.,,:1 
(From Sing. A"""kon folk Song. FT 1012 Mono, 
fTS 31012 Siereo, 1968, origiO(Jlly , .. oed O. 

OK .. Hoo.1on Sing. FA 2346, 1958; word. and 
rnu.ic 1'00;1000"1.) 

Immigralion Irom Irefond 10 rhe United SiC Ie. 
for we ll ove'" century occounlood for "'elo'ge,1 
"umbe, 01 immiglon!> f'om One n.olion to mi. 
CO<Jnt.y. Ftom thei' .on" co"",,, high percenlage 

01 Ito. lobo. f",ce thol b.ill the 'oilroo<h. and they 
"",de on impoet on m. folk mv,ie 01 mi. !'\(llion. 

This song i. nO! .. Ifod ihonol hi,h ><>ng, buI probo
bly came Ifom music holl ""Be .. who olten "oed 
ethnic humor 0." theme in thei' oong •. II i. a ll<> 

koown Q. ·Paddy Wo<ks on th e Roi lw<ly' ; lot" 
lho'O<I9h diK" .. i"" of ' Paddy: _ : Norm 
Cohe n, long Sleel Roil (Urbono: Uni •• "ily 0/111 .. 
noi. Pr .... 1981). pp. 5 47·552. 

,. Dorlt 0." Dungeon 

(P'eviO\l'1y un;"oed. from the Archi ..... o/t'" C.n. 
I. , I", Folklil, Pros.am. ond Cuilu, .. 1 SlUdl .. , 
Smahsonion In,tifUli"", ; word. and mu.ic by Me<le 

T'avi. ; copyright Amerieon Mu. ic Company I...:. 

1947, cOj>yr'ghl ,e n_ad, a"'gnad!a Unichap

pell MII.ic I...: ., 
Merle T'o~i. pe<leclad the gui"" finger.pic king 

.tyle that ha. infl""...:ad gene,ation' o/gu itor im . 

i...:ludlng Chet Atkin • . H .. ol"' ..... fO/e ""'9' thot 
..... illlo.1 o. long o. the T'o~i. gui"'r .tyIe. Hi . 

""'9' made 0 few .ing . rS famou, •• uch a, Tex 

Will iom, .inging "Smak ... Smoke, Smok .. Thel 

CigoreHe. · ond Tenne ..... Ernie ford'. rendilion 0/ 
T,ovi. ·, · Si~t""" Ton." '!ayed on th .. country mu,ic 

cherts fa< """"Iy-one wee ... In tl.e 1940., Trovi. 

• inging hi. awn "'ng' we. 0 moia< figure 0YtIf the 
rndiO o i""ove>, and hi. ,&c",ding of "Oivorc .. Me 
C. O. D." in 1946 saved Cepit<>! Record, from 

Donkrup/cy. Sorn in Ro~, K .. ntucky. in", 0 
ccol mining fam ily, Trovi. tool< hi . gui!a, ond !alent 

ta I-tgjiywood ond to Copit<>! Record •. In 1947 he 

r""OfOed 0 col lect"", of Kentuc ky falhong." Foil: 
Song. 01 tI.. Hilb, inc luding trodllional ""'9' and 

IIi. own (ompa.llion • . "Da rk a. a o..rng""". · 
which was hi. (ompc»ition. wa. included in tl.e 

olbum. ond it ok>ng with !I. .. Q1h", (col mining 

""'g' become . tanda,d. omong traditional ond 

profelS"",al .ing"", A few yea" 090. 0 Wel.h 
""'9 collecled in Monmouth.hir •• Wole •. end .im;' 

10, ta thi. one wrlocad; .peculotlon woo made thot 

Trovi, adopted hi. ""'9lram this falksong. Thi. i. 

highly improboble, lor no .imile ' sang ..... 0. kno ..... n 
!a .. "I in this counlry pria< ta hi. 1947, .. 1"" ... . 
In.teod. it i, n'IOfe likely thot the Wel.tr ""'g was 

odapted from Travi.'. "'ng. 

13 Diamand Jo. 
lf,om Cowboy Ballad. fA 2022. 1952; word. 
lunknown) , mu.ic odaprotiOll 01 ' The State 01 

...... kon"' . .. ) 
"Dio"",nd Joe" a •• ung by CiKO i. more than 

on cdopJotion of a melody; the lyric. ere 01", en 

i 

ndapfalion of "The Slate "' ...... kansa . .. Mansa, 

he . long been t .... target 01 humer. ond even 

tha ogh John A. lorno~ included the hu"""ous ""'9 
<The Stete 0/ Arkansa." in the different ad itions of 
Cowboy 5orIg. and om.,r frantl .. , Ballad •. the 

"erSion ""''' widely knawn we. lee Hay.'s. loma~ 
al sa inciuded 0 · Dio"",nd Joe ,. bur il i. ~ery d il. 

fer .. nt from !l.i. "'ng. And the Southe,n pri"'" 

""'g h""rd en Afro.Amer~n III"". ond Game 
5ong.IAfS l4) i.",ed by !I.e librery 01 COIIg, .... 

i. 01", di ff.rent hom th i. one. Since 0"'0" ver· 

>ron i. uniq"" with him. it i •• peculated thet either 
he Or lee Hoy. odapred it inle a cowboy protest 

"",g. loma~ .tat .. !l.ot the Te~an Diornond Joe 

· WOfe big diamond button . on hi ... ,f' 

r4 Th. Gin in th. Wood 
(f,om Hard T'''' '''n ' fA 2042. 1954 ; wa<d . end 
mu. ic by T .. rry Gi lky"", and Neal Sfuart, cop)' 

right 1951.) 
Thi. i, on .. 01 fh .. ma.t beautifu l ""'g' in 

O KO'. reperlOly. Th .. theme i. fhef of the 

·enchant' ...... In Ioct. 0 red hai,ad , gr een-eyed 

e nchent'e .. ; heweve'. in thi. ""'9 the young ""'~ 
doe. nOI 10" hi. >cuI or life . In,teod . w .... n he 

100\:.. inle her eye' . h.Io ... , all d •• ir.1or other 
wamen. TI>e populo, .inger frank i. leine reca<d

ad thi, "'"g in 1951 

" 
15 Ship in tl.. Sky 

IPreviou.ly uni .. ued on folkway. Re<:Ofd " from 
th .. An;hive. 01 the Center I", folk life Prog,arn. 

ond Cultura l Stodi ... . Smi!l.",nian In.titution ; word • 
ond mu.ic by Woody Guth'ie ; copyright T~O, 

1951, r.newed. 1959. renewed. folkway. Mu,ic 

Publi.h .. " .) 

In thi. """9. Woody impar" ta chikfren the 

importance 01 '''pect and cooperafion. ond 
e~.ses the importance of each worke', na matte, 
he ..... menial Or high-powered the pa.ition. The ,. 

a'e elternale ti~ ... '" I .... ""'9, but this tiM" I. the 
one Woody u.ed. It first oPP"",ed in hi, typed ond 

mimeog ,ophad (ofle<:tion, Ten 01 Woody G<J/hri<t ', 

Song •• New Y",k Oty, doted April 3, 1945 . but 
!he e.ocf dale 01 campa.ition i. no! knawn. 

I. Th. fo", 

IPreviouoly unissued, I,om the Archives 0/ the C .. n

te r lor falklife P'og,om. ond Cultu'a l Studi .... 

Srnith"",ion In.titution; froditiono!.) 
Dating bock at Ieo.t Ie the 1700 •• "The fo~ " 

he. ""'intoinad populo'ily wif;, e ll "lie. of . ingers 
a nd oodi.ne ... . It WO' 'U"g ot harve.t .uppers in 
England . and trovel"; OCrO", !l.i. country in a vQr~ 

ety oI...tting •. Perhop. it. acc .. ptence in mod. rn 

twentierh-cenfury U'Don ... Hing. i. beeou ... el Burl 

"'.'. far it woo on .. a l hi. "",.t papula, rec",ding •. 
Contemporary perlor"",,, of this ""'g a re ohen 
unoware thet they ore .inging a _.ion very .irn;' 
la, Ie !ve.', a<lo p!afi"",. 



" 
,. W .... t Did 11.. Deep [BI ... [ Sea So~ r 

Woody Gullvie, Ieod "'XCII ond lIuitor; O oco 

I-\oI;lIOn, ho'''''''''Y ¥<xol and ",,'lOr R«orded 
Ap'iI 1944 . $"" ..... ing Music 196'2. Thi. fI'",k i. (1 

p" .. ioull)l uni.wed _ ...... 01 .... """" !tom .... 
..... chi .... 01 .... C..,I", for FoIkl,fe PfOg1om. and 
CulMol S",di • •• II iI, howe"f, .ery l imilo, 1<> 1"
... "io/I "" Woody Gull" .. 51"9' foJ~ Song. (Sf 

"'OOn 
Woody Guthrie', ~nt >ludio .. ilion 10. Mo ... 

A>ch..., .... Match 19""'. On 191<pt,I. 19,u, M 
and e iK<> _nod 10 !he wdio lor a Ieng!l.y .... 
lion, _ Of clIng ..- rhirty >01'19' . Thi. frock I. li>.!
ed by ..... hor,-...d ~tIe .O""p s.o" lMo"i. 
MMBI. s.-n 25 ApI;! or.d II MDy 1944 
[e, oci do,. unlilledl mey r8COfded opproximately 

25 ono<e oot>Q', ir.:ILKling (1 I«ond .. "ion 01 
' o..p $eo- IMoII';. MA 120[ Due 10 AK" " inod
~"" ident;/;corion ond filing *hn;q...., "'~U
'0,," diocogrophc deoctiprion II Impos.ible. w. 
01000 do I'lOl know when or wtwr. Woody ond 
C'1oCO .... ,* .... ""'9. ~, .... fide u..d .. 
WoocIy'. rille, and .... meoIody and word,_. 
odoP'*d by Woody. 

n, ,,,,,,,, ;. an Am.ri(oni~(>lion 01 11., 8,iri.h 
btood.ide, "The Sailor !loy" I_ Molcolm low., 
Jr .• Amefic:an 8o!Io<hy!tom f!ti/i.J> &tood.ide., 
Phlk>d.lphio: ......... kon FolJcw. Society 1957. 

pp. 140.147). Vation" hove bot... ,..:cord.<! ""''' 
"'" 1920. by _iou. or ....... irw:1ud,,,\! "'" Co",", 
fam,ly . ..... Monro. Srolh..r •• and ..... Nftw l<nI 

Cil')l Ramblftr •. The ti!Ioo. and .... io"" 0", a. 
d;....,r .. 0 ..... or., .... : ·Captain. J.,I ~ T, .... • 
"Whftr. I. My Soilor 8oyi' ' Soilor On the o....p 
Slue $.a: and ' 1 Ho:Mo No 0...10 LCM ~.' The 
chor". and .....!ody uMd by Woody and Cioca 

Y<l'y Ii~t. kom the chor". and .... 1ady"Md by "'" 
Monroe broil,. , •. bu1 only a few line. in "'" .er ... 
a,,, Ih. "' .... Woody, a. hft on..n did. ,.wrote thi. 
""'9; Ihft ... , .. , in thi. Y<lrionl ,M ... from tho .. in 

hi. awn.-book 01 ""'9' ' Song. 01 Woody 
Guthtie' (fyJ>eoc"P'i. 01 1M Libtory 01 Cong", .. 
Arch .... 01 folk C ...... . 

In Ih" rocordi,,\!. C;oco con be heoord pIoyi,,\! 
non. on !he low.< .h'ing'oI hi. g"ilO' o. wei 0' 
• inging ... c.lt.n'l'Io,mony 10 Woody', .... Iady. for 
odd,lional infor"",lioro .... Sing Ou,' 26 iJan"'I!Y
February 19781 05: 1 and 17 a. _II a. Dec.,.,. 

ber/.Io<oUOf)' 1968 6 :26. 

" Soinl 10", .. Inl"ma,y 
(from Suoij, AlMtic<M foil< Song. fT 1012 Mono. 

FlS 31012 Slereo 1968. or'll''''''' i, wed a. 
Cioco Hou_ 05,"9' fA 2346 , 19~8; lrooirlonoQ 

Uouolly con,ide,ed 10 be a di.lOn, ,.Iolive 01 
' Thft Unfo,lunale Ra~e: thi. ""'9. aecord ing 10 
Kennem GoIdI~in. doe. nOl cIo~ fro'" before 
1910. f,nl 'lICorcied in the 1920. 01 ,h. Go,.,. 
bIftr'. 81 ..... • ~ 1>0. "",ao,i~e. 10 ' ,he u..Iorrunoie 

Rak.' only On .... "'nerol '''''1 ... >1 ....... For on 
.r<eellen,.rudy of the 'Rale' qc'-. _ : 1l.to Un",,· 
"""'Ie ~at. A SNdy ito lIN E~ 01 a 801lod. 

..-. by K. nneth S. GoId.tein . folkwayo R-cord. 
FA 3805, 1960. 

,. lorn 100.000 Yean Ago 

IPr .... ""'1Iy "" i .. ...ed . kom "'" Nch ..... of the C"". 
.... for folklife P'09.a",. and C"IIu.ol Srudie •• 
S",im"",io" In'liMian; original word. 10 "I Am a 
Hoghly Educated Man' by H. C. Vel .. '. mUlk by 
HoIfY C Clyde. 1894; adapted and a,roog.d by 
John A. ond AIon lOll'lO • • COf'YI''9hl TRO 1947. 
1975 ludio;r.. Mu.k_J 

t he ni_ilK""""Y ......... ooan konrie< chor· 

ae"" ....:ouroged the ION lOt. 01'1(/ the bragger", 
and it in'Pi.ed on in_.",. towo,d .... Bible 

and, "' ....... exlenl. 1O~.d the clo"'OOM. Thi • 
Io"'nineleenth-cen'",y populor ""'9 combined 
""' .. pr • .-oiling a~irude. inlO cornie Biblical and 
h,.torieol 'eliei. Thft ... ,iter. (ompaM<! a ""'9 mal 

'. eo. ily odaptoble, wIo;,;h I'.....t.;,' Woody Guth.ie 
d, d ...... n he WfO/e"n.. 8." ""ng Thol Man 
Ho, E_ Oone' Hcrwe.e<. C,oco' , _.ion i. cloo. 
.. 10 .... _ publiJhed in JaM A ond Alan 
laIno~, foil Song U_S.A. lNew York : 0ueII, Sloan 
a nd Peo,c • • 19.4 7). pp. 9.10. 3()'3 1 1hft fill' 
docu .... nted Ii"," change kom Ih. original. "I Am a 
H.gnfy Educoted Man, ' wa. wh.,. Flddlin' Jolon 
Co,,,,,, .-corded it a. ·Wh.,. Abra""m and 1100< 

Ruohftd!he Can: in March 192 • . Mania, Geor. 
g.a , lQl;eh .0 I 8 'I. The follow,,,\! y.a< KeII)o Har
re! ' lICorcied ~. u .. ng the 611e "l Wo. Born About 
10,000 Yeo .. Ago: in Aug"" 1925, AV-;IIe, 

NOli" C",oIino,tOle,"" 40486[ 

ItO ,j. i .. the Slcy 

IFrom Song. 01 1M Open ROO(/ FA 2.80. 1960. 
1962; WOfd. by Joe Hill. mu,ie "In !he S ..... , Bye 
and By. ."J 

" 

Joe Hill. ba," Jerel H0991und, wa. a Swedi.h 
imm""onl wloa become (I legendory ond ma' l')I,ed 
member 01 .... Indu,h'ioI Work ... of the World and 

a ""'9W1'ire'....ho pn:wided the I W.W. with ""'9 
.......... iIion 10 lighl thei. bailie •. Or'9'nolly ~1Ied 
"The P'IIOC .... and the $Icr.e, " ~ A." appeared in 
"'" 1911 p<il\ringol .... I .W.W '.III""~edSong
bool-; lor mar. delaiiftd inlormolion abou, Joe Hill 
and hi. ""'9' . ... : Don'1 Mo<o.l>-Otgcrnjzel Song. 
allobar SongWfj~ Joe HiN. nor.. by lori Elaine 
Toylor. Smith""'ian/Folkway. Recofding. SF 
40026. 1990 lCioca..an 01", be hea,d .,nging 
Joe Hi", "The T,a",p" "" mi. rocordingJ . the ""'9 
beca .... pcrpuIor among Iooboe •• who. according 
10 Geotga Milbuo-n, hod a · , .... 1iuI 0IIi_ 
lOwa.a orgonim .oIigion·; _ : M<lbutn'. 1l.to 
Hobo'. HotnboollN_ York: Iveo Waohbutn, 
1930), pp . 83·85. Thft eodi." .e<;ording wa. 
Cha,l .. Co,,,,,'. Decembe. 12, 1929. N .... York 
Cil')l18run. wick 392J. 

.. My,"',ie. (If 0 Hobo', lift 
(from Song. 01 1M Open ROO(/ FA 2480, 1960, 
1962; word, by T&ne 51,,,,, melody "The GM-II 
lotio Behind ~. oJ 



• 
C;",o may hov.Ieo.,..d mi. song wkil. ~o .... 

'''9 c>c/o .. Ih. COlInif)', !wi it i. ptObabIe that he 
I0OI:. it from o.o.~ Milburn', Til. Hobo', Hot,.. 
book [N_ YOlk: hfl Wo.hbu,n, 19301. pp. lOS. 
109. Milbutn ered'!> T-&on.. Slim, '0 wobbly writ-

e< .....t.o hoI b..n ( • ..:Iit.,! ... rh ....... 1"9 coined 
1ftO"Y hobo.long !Wm ....... d in .... ju"Olitl 
1odoy," o. it> ........... 

" 900 Mit.. 
[from 900 Mi", ond 0Iher f"iIrood Sotog. FA 
201 J , 1953; II'ocIilionol .1 

The ItO";''' rKO<di"8 QI a till. 'imilot Ic:Ilhi. 
.,.... woo fiddlin' .Iokn Conon'o, ·1· ... Nine HUf> 
dred Mile. from Hotne: Augull 27, 19U, 

AlIa""" o.o.gio ~ 40196[.~. Nor ... 
C"'- beI ....... 1hot it i. 0 .... ,ionr "' .... foilfood 
oong. "R ... ben, Oh, ~eut-: v.body Gurhtie 
tlOCOIdeci """ ~.nion. 1_ in 0 mojor by. the 
ot!>e< in a minor k~ of'9OO Milito- in A,pril 
1944, nod C;oco occomp<lf';.d him"" bork. 
Co,,"," II"",. mot 'the •• i. 110 doubt Ihol h. 
(Woodyl woo feopon.ibl.lot 1M ... ide di ...... ino
Hon and popuklfily of m. >0IIII f.om Ihe 1940. 

on," b..t !h. ""'S" popularity during m. ",ban 
folk " . ;-al come o. m...ch. Of mO/e, from thl. 
rKo<ding in ....... inO/ k.y by Cioco. For oddit>o<>-
01 informotion, ... : Norm Cohen, tong S~ Roil 
[Urbano: Un ....... ily oIlllinoil Prtn, 19811. pp. 
503-517. 

U Greal July Jan .. 
(f,OM Sing. A,...,;Can Folk Song. fT 1012 Mana. 

fTS 31012 Steteo. 1968. originolly ,.sued a. 
eisea HoII."", Sing. fA 23" 6. 1958; waocl. or>cl 
mUlic by lew;. Alt.n or>cl Gil Hou.IorI : C09"f1>g~1 
h ... Mu.ic. 1952; ohHl mu.ic publi.t..d by l"';' 
low MIllie. New York. 1952.1 

Cisea ~oIy .-.corded "'i, for o.c.:o 
IIKO,,:10 on Ju ... 30. 1952 (molrix 830191. 
OC«WllflOn;.d by G.orge 8or .... and lI-.. 110< .... 
Star""". bur il_. _ ,iOIeootd. He ,.fer,..::I 10 

~ 0."0 IOn ...... boo"'''9 ""'lI ." A.ccanli"9 10 
rho .. who knew him. _Ii .... ,ooAd be outobio
g<ophicol : "He'. got 0 way you con1 .. lill/Ki" •• 
.... girl. oncIlhey.toy ki.otd." 

.. A Pictu re lrom lil, ', att. •• Sid. 
Cisea Hou.IorI. I>ormony ond guilO'; INoo<fy 
Gulh,i •• J.od yocoi ond mandolin; Be .. Ho_'. 
hormony. 
IhOM Woody GuM'ie Sing. Folksong. wi'" Osea 
Hau."", OM Soolny Terry fol kWay. FA2 484: 
rlKorded 2S April 194" merlrix MA82: word. ond 
m .... k by Cl>orl •• E. EIoer. 1896.1 

Woody uotd rhi. song for hi. ,adio .how O.er 

KfVD. Hollywood. ond ifICluded il in lhe $0"9 
book. Woody OM t.1Iy t",,·, FoWN'" Colidon 
[of} Old n,... Hill e""ntry Song. (Ga,dena. Coli
fornio: Spani.h AIM,icon In.riM. Pr .... 19 37(. p. 
9 . II woo 0 lafe.fl; ...... nlh-<: ... lury .. nlilMnlOl song 

rho! oppealed 10 folk OM counrry ";r.g.o-r • . V.,non 

Dolho'l populo,i • .d it. but il woo liflt rKorded by 
Smi!h·. Socr.d Sing .... Apriln. 1926. AlIonJo. 
Georgio !CoIumbio 1509Q.[)1. 

• • Fo' .... ' ·. lom. nt 
IP'eYiouoly ""i.sued; word. ond muoic by l •• Rice. 
c09"f1ight 1989. Nancy.ice.] 

leo Ric. wo. 0 ""'" 0I_;.d JoIo.nII ond in""· 
e'" who .. preuecl hi, $O(iol cone ..... through 
song ,.,.~; hi' beOl ~ song i. "8onb 01 
Marble." Though 0 not;.o. 01 SrooUyn. New York. 
he woo cleclicoted 10 .... problem. 01 ...... H lor ...... 
and becolM 0 Inril 10< ..... in lI-.. mio·Hueloon Vo~ 
~. n,,, ""'II wo. probably,.,.;rw, in .... ....n,. 
19SOo. ond •• pr ..... "" problem, ...... U Io,mo" 
confront in lllei' Itfforl lO ............ Cisea·. _lion i. 
oppo, ... IIy .... oNy «>m ..... ckll r..:orOi"9 oIlI-.. 

".,. 
The lyric. ond melody Ii ... or. found in 0 omoII 

colleclion 01 Rico'. song. Ibroughl lO my onenl"'" 
by Joe Hick.nonl .dited by hi. wiOc>w. Noncy 
II" •• ond fr;.nd •. 8on", 01 Morble: The Song. 01 
lo. Rice. H;.g~lor>cl. NY: fri.ncl. of leo Ilk •• 1989. 
It wo. on ·on old tope. " ond Ifon«;'ibed by Sis 
Cunni"9 hom. Th. m.1ody uotd by CiKO 010"9 
wi'" Ih.lyric. Or' bo.ico lly Ihe $Ome; lhe '0';0-
"on. 0'0 rhO .. "'ot come wit~ rnodilyi"9 0 >Ong 

~OM IM"""Y to fi t rh.fIow 01 CIKO·. 'inging ond 
'pHC ~ .lyIe. H-... the f"""" _ .. 1V"9 by 
Cr KO i, no! in rhe lIic. _ • ..",. and CiKO .i"9' 0 
-.Ii ..... froin ofter each _ ... "h', hard. Mrd 

" 
on my ~o,d ...orklng lo'm." SifIC. lhe .. lroin i. nol 
in the Ric. _.ion. it I, pa .. lbIt rhotrhrough hi' 
creoti~;ty Cisco may ..... added it. 

u Th. Kilt.r 
Ifrom Sing' """'icon FoJJ. Song. fT 1012 Mono. 
fTS 31012 Sle<eo. 1968: originoly i.wed o. 

eisea HoII_ Si"9' FA 23~6. 1958: word •• Iro

di!ionol. ""'lie. CiKO HoullOn .1 
Kotie lee lOught rhi. IotI9 to Cisco ""'- Ihey 

w ... doting in California dvring !I.e early 1950.. 
When he told he< he wo. going to _d it ..... 
r .... indec! him tho! she hod ,.,.i"", .... II\OIIody and 

rho! it woo copyrighted. b angered Cisco. $0 he 
modified .... melody ~ 10 coU ~ hi. OWn. 
Kotie lee u ... lI-.. riM. "'Dobie 8i1. · ond lI-..lyrico 
co,... from John A. ond Alon lorno.. Cowboy 
Song. ond Or'- f"", lieI 8oIJod. (New yon.: The 
Macmillan Compony. 1938. reprinted 19861. pp. 
172·175. It probably co,... from IIIe P'"" 01 0 
'omon« wri"". for II doe. no! cor"oin lerm,noiogy 
ond oct..", !hot wor1.ing cowboy. would ~ ... For 
additionol inlorrnotion .... : Koti. lee. lion Thor,.. 
10..0 Goddom Com. (flog'JoIf. Arizona : Norm. 
Iond Pr .... 19761. pp. 10-11. 195·96. 

.. I Rid. on Old Po inl 
(from Cowboy 8011ad. FA 2022. 1952; waod. 
ond m~'ic Hadilionol.1 

Woody GIIIh,o. .-.corcMd !hi, wi!h P_ Seeger. 
July 7. 19. 1. for Ge .... ol R..:ording. lreieootd on 



" 
Sod Bu .... , 801100. Gene,,,,1 Album (;,21); Woody 
i. credilO'd with writing me ""r" mol Slort. with. 

"I',e WOIked in)lOUr IOWn, 1'"" ""Of ked on your 
farm." He wonled ilia """nd mor.like <> WO/ke,', 

><>ng Ihon" Iyrkol cowboy >0"9. II has been a 

populor cowboy K>II9 .j""" m. ""fly 1930.; lor 
addil;o",,1 inl"'MOtion , _, Jim Sob nn>l.y. H, 
Was Sing;n' rh;. Song IOrlondo: University Pr"'" 

ft. of FIOfida, 1981). pp. 126- 129 . II woo Ii", 
,..,orded o. "Riding Old Poinl. I.eodi"9 Old IkJld" 

by 51""" Homblin, March 3, 1934, lo, Angel .. , 
Colilorni(> (Dewl S 145). 

I. Z.b,,, Dun 
(From Sing. Amttrkon Fol~ 5<mg. IT 1012 Mono, 

FTS 31012 Sle,eo. 1968, originally ; .. oed o. 
Cisco HOII.ron Sing. FA 2346, 1958: ""o<d. ond 
musk " odit>onol.) 

Also known o. "The Edvcoled F~Iow, ' thi , i, 

one 0/ .... ok!e.t and be.t of ,,<><I i ~OtKII cowboy 
>Ot>9', ond it ,how. how cowboy. pIoyood ha rd 
proelicol jokeHho, oomelime. bodlired. It woo 

li"t eoHected ond p<lbli.hed by N. Howo,d "Jock" 

Thorp in Song, of th" Cowboy'lhtoncio. New 
Me, ieo: by Ihe oulhor. 19(8). W .27·29. ond woo 

fi"t recorded by Jule. V.rne AJl.on. April 30. 

1928. EI Po>o. T .. xa. (Victor V400221 . For odd;. 

tional inlormation, .... : Guy Logsdon. "r"" 
WI>oreh"" .. fJeI!, We'. Ringing" and Ohm 
Song. Cowboy. SingIU,bo",, : Uni",,,.ity of III .. 

""i. P, ..... 19891. W . 77·8S; John I. White. Gil 

Along. lim. Dogie.IU,bo",,: University olllli"";. 

P, .... 1975), W. 148· 152; ond Jim Sob TIn.l.y. 
H .. Woo Singin' 1h;. Song 10,londo: Uni~ .. "ity 

Pre ... . of Florida. 19811. pp. 134,138, 

., Pe".ing Throllgh 

Ifrom Po"ing rhlO<Jgh Ve' •• FoIkwoy. FV/FVS 
9002, n.d .; wOfd. by Did 810 ••• 1 ..... mu .ie, tfodi

ti"",,!; copyright Sing Outl Corporation .) 
Th" inHuenc. of Woody Gult.,i.·, "8igge.I 

Thing ThaI Mon Ho. eve, Pone" ond 01"1 Wa. 
IIorn 10.000 Yeo" Ago" a ,,, heord in th i. <><Iopto
lion t!.ol pleod. for peoce. It woo publi.hed in 

I,win Silber. ed .. lih Every Voke IN"w York ,P..,. 

pie', Arli.h. 1953).?p. 16-17. 

A"h, Mo ..... Toped inler.i.w wilt. Gil)' Logs.Ocn , 8 

July 1974, Americon" Halel. New York City. 

a l¢o<l·Pafle'"",. P."". ed. Ri .. Up Singing. Sethi. 
.... m. Penn.y!vanio : Sing 0.,11 Corp" 1988. 

Hoy •• Lee, The L ... Hoy. Col lectiofl in It.e C"nter 

lor fol klile P'og,am. ond Cullu'ol SlUdi". Ard,i"", 
Smithoonian Institution. Wa.hington, D. c., con

to in. ~,,01 klped eon ... "ation, betw .... n H<>y. 

0 ,", Cisco olong witt. typeoe"plS 01 most 01 the .... 
H"".ton. Cisco. Th. Cioeo Hou.ton Pope" include 
On o .. ortm .. nt 01 newopcpe' article. about hi. 

ccr ... ' in 'helote 19So.. >ong •• 0 few I .. tt."" cc'" 
ce,t P'OQ,am •. a nd 0 typescript 01 hi. inle",iew 

"",Ih Le.l i" Claypool. Jr, Apri l 8. 1961 , in La. 
Angel ... If i. in th. 1 ... Hey, Collection in the C . ... 

Ie' IOf Falk lif .. Prog ,om. ond CI/IIu ' ol SIud i • • 

A,chi.e, Smith"",ian In'litution. Wo.hinglon, D.C. 

H"".kln. Cioea, 900 Mile" rI,. Ballad •• BllHfo and 
FoIk>ong' of Cisco H"".!On. Edited by Mose. Asch 

" nd Ir""in Silbe<-. New Yo,k: Oak Publication •. 
1965 . Th i. ><>ngbook conklin. It.e lyric. 10 mony of 
tt.e >0"9' in It.i. onlhology olong witt. "L."e' to 
Cisco" by Mo ... AKh. "Cisco HOIJ.kln" by Woody 
Gulh,i., "Singing on It.. Ships" by Cisco H"",ton. 

" 
ond "OKO"' legacy ' by l .... Hoy. (reprinted Irom 
S'ng 0.,11, Or;tobe<.No.em'- 1961). 

Sing o.ul. Octobe,·November 1961 Thi. i .. "" 
(onlain. 0 few of Cioco'. ><>ng. a. w. 1I o. "Cioco', 

Legocr' by Lee H<>y. 0'"' "For Cioeo HOIJ.kln-The 
end 01 the ~ood" by Bil l Wallf. TIr. WoIII OltiCle 

conklin. more per>onai informotion aboot !rim tt.on 

ony ott.er printed source. 

Ac.nawl.dgm ento 

For d iscogrophical inlormorion, I am indebled kl 

Guthrie T. Mead.'. unpubli.hed "Discogrophy 01 
Trodili"",,1 Song. ond Tun •• On Hi ll billy Record •• " 
in tt..libra,y 01 Ccng,ell. A",erican fol.lile Cen

te,. Ar(hi~. 01 folk CuIIYf •• Wo.hinglon . D,C . For 

tt.. i, encomOQement ond o .. i.klnc •• I e, pr." .i ... 

,<If. oppreciolion kl Dr. Anthony Seeger. Jell !'foce. 

Lori Taylor. end Dudley Connell, Cenre' for Folklile 
Prog ,om. ond Cu ltu,al SlUdie. and Smitt."",icn/ 

Folkwoy. Recording., Smith""'ian In.titution. 

Wo.hinglon. DC.. 0'"' to Joseph C. Hicke,,,,,, . 
Gerold Por>on •. and tt.. Reler.nc. Sklll in the 
libro'y 01 Cong, . ... Archive 01 folk Cultur". I tt.an. 

Ronni .. Pug!r. Head of R.lerenc • . C""n"y Mu.ie 
f""ndction. Na.nville. T.nne._, for pro.iding 

documentotioto aboot Ihe Decca "scording • . Spec iel 

oppre<:ialion """. to Horold Levent!.ol for moking 

110. Hoy •. H""'kln pope" availoble for 'e .... rch 
0'"' lor enc""'og ing me kl work wilt. them. 



" 
About .... compile, 
D<. Gvy logodon ;, a Stn1rh .......... In .. ilulion 

R._ch .... lOtio"'. and in 199().91 wo." Smi .... 
_ion In.rilullon Senio< p"...ooclOrol Fellow com
piling a b;blio-diocosrap/ly 01 m. Wtlgi 01 W:oody 
Gum,i • . He ,oeai.e<! a ~eor g.on', 1993.95, 
IrOM !~ NOlionol Endowrnenl lor the Humani!i •• 
to campier. IIIe Woody Gumri. pt'Ojtocl. logKlon 

hoI written n"""""..,. "r' icle. about Woody 
Gurht;' otld cowboy oong. and poeIry orod 
""""""eel "'"' h;ghly ocdoi..-.d. oword winning 
boot. -n.. WItor.Joouse w. W.,. I/o'nging" ond 
om., Song. Cowboys Sing and COOIOpI;.d ond 
0"1I0I0'-<1 Cowboy Song. 0<1 Foil_yo Smilh"",,~ 
on/folkwoy. Sf <10043. for ..... Di'KIOr 01 
librori" and Prof •• so< of EdI>Colion and "-'~ 
con FoIkl i'-. Uni_.ily of Tu!>o. ~.don wo<h a. 

a wri,.. and ... tertoi_. 

( • .dils 
Compillod and onnololed by GIl)' Logwlcn 
Project $4I1*"i..d by Anlhony ~ and 
Mo" WOI!. ... 
ArchiY(J1 o"i,tonce by JeR Ploce 
Mouered by Joe Go.lwirl, Oce<Jn Vi . ... 0'si",I, 
We" I", A""",Ie •• California 
C.,......: OKO Hou""". phoIogroplle, unknown 
IIoc:k CO¥$' : Woody Guthrie and Cioco Hou""" 
"fOUnd 19"4. phoIogroph.r unk.-.. 
C ........ delign: Vi""" Dialog ... 
PhoIogroph. CO<Iffesy 01 Harold l_1I>aI 

EdilOrioi ""'''''nu by Ed O'Reily 
Addllionollllonh 10 Ion Kado 

Th. folkway. y ..... Seti •• 
Huo\d • .,;j. 01 o.~ .... 'KOfded 10< Mo". Aoch, 
loun.H, 01 folkwoy. ~«o<d •. Aoch i"ued 0-.. 

2 .000 LP ti~ .. berwHn 1949 .... h.n n, lo,mded 
folkwoy. ond 1987 .... h.n ~ wo. <oequi.o.d by m. 
Smim_ion In.titution . A, port 01 t+.e Smim_~ 
OIl'. objecri". 01 k"Ping m. genius 01 t+.e .. orti.1> 
.....,ilob!. 10 the pubI;c, _ her.... ~un 0 ... ie. 01 
onlhologie. !hot higWight indiYid ...... om ..... TI>o 
Mlection. 0" tn<>de ond ",,_ted by 'l*ioli .... 
wIocr ~ now m. lIIOIeriol well, ond t+.e Irocl.o MI.td
ed 0" in'-n<led to be b<oocHy ,.pt ..... toti ... 01 m. 
0.~.1>· wo<k on folk .... "y •. Om .. folkwoy. Yeo" 

ti"" ovcriloble "" CO ond CO",,,, 0" : 

B<ownie McGhH. The folkwoyo Yeo" 19".5_ 
19.59 (Sf "OOJ") 
TI>o New to .. Ciry Rombler.. n.. forly Y_. 
19S8_1962(Sf " 0036) 
TI>o N ... loOl Ciry Romble ... Ouf SIottding In n. .. , 
Field 1963_1 973 (SF 40040) 
Peooy s..g .. , Song. of I""" olrd Poiilic. 1955-
19921Sf 40048) 

SO<rny T."y. rlw folJrwoy> Yeo" 1944_ I 963 (Sf 
40033) 
0..... Von Ronk, The foll-woys Yeo" 1959_1961 
(Sf 400.11 

Abou' 5mim ........ n/ Fol.woy. 

f~""'Y' Recotd. wo.founded by Mo". Aoch 
oncl Mo''''n l);.rIet in 1947 10 docu"""t """Ie. 

... word. i",lrucIion. orld.-.d. "om (rtourld 
m. WOtId In the ..., ... ing c1ecod.l, New Yotk Cily
booed FoJkWOYI become one 01 m.1o.ge.t inde
pendent .«o.d Iobel. in the wo<ld . ,,,,,,hing,, 
101,,101 """,ty 2.200 olbum. thot .... er. ol .. " y. 
ke pt In ptin!. 

The Smith_ion InOliJution acqutr.o Fo/kwoy1 

from Ihe Aoch ."" .. in 1987 10 ...... ,. !hot Ihe 
,.,.,...d. "rid 9'" .... 01 the om .... ~ be 

p' • .......d 10< """'. ~ation. AI Fo/kwoy1 
,«",d'ng' "" now """'Ioble on hig),.quoliry 
"udio co,,,'''., eoel. pocked in a opec:iol bo~ 
"long wim me oti9i l\{]1 LP liner note •. 

Smim>Onian/foJkw"y. R«otdlll9' wo o fotmed 
10 continue tile FoJkw")'> tradition 01 r,leo.ing.ig
",Iocon. r«otding ..... m higl.q",,111y dac .. """to-
.rOII ~ produc:" new ~",., "i ...... 01 hi...,..ic 
,«otding. from folkway> arid ....... _d 1obeI1. 
orld ... (oloboration wi'" oil...- (omponie. "be> 
ptoOuc." inotrr..:.ionoI ~ideolope., ,«otdingl 10 

occompony pub/i'fIed boo ..... and a "",.i.ry 01 
oth .. educalionol ptoj«to . 

Th, Smith""'ion/FoIkwoy •. foJ"woy •. CooIr, 
ond Po,edon .«otd Iobeh Of. admini.te<ed by 
tire Smlm_ion In.titulion ·. C ... ", 100- FoIlJi!. P,o-
9'om' arid Cuhu<oI SIucM •. They a" one cl tire 
mean. thtoug" whleh riot C ... '" ... pporll riot won 
01 ~adltionol om ... arid e>rpre .... il> (oml' ,,""'nt 

10 CUltufal di_.ily. educalioor. ond il'l(leooed 

under"" .... ,/I8. 
Yo.. cOn Ii .... Smith""'ion/FoJkwoy' R«otdu.g • 

ot)'OUt loco! 'KOfd ...,.. • . Smi"''''''ion/foll;woy •. 
FoJkwoy •• Cook. ond Pafedon 'KOfdi"ll' 0" all 
a"",iloble m'''''9fr : 

Smi.h>Onion/folkway. Moil CNder 
4 14 Hunge.lotd O,i •• , Suite 444 
Rockville, MO 20850 
phone (301) 443·2314 
10. (301) 443-1819 
(Vi", arid Mo....ca,d occepled) 

lot 0 "" COfCrIogw. _ ;Ie 
The Whole folkwoy. C"IoIog .... 
Smim""'ion/FoJkwoy> R«otding. 
955 L'Enfanl PI,no. Suite 2600 
Smith"",,,," Inltituti"" 
Wa.hinglOn, DC 20560 
phone (202) 287-3262 
Io~ (202)287-3699 
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