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Born Elsa Calandrelli in Argentina, Suni Paz came to the United States in 1965 with her
two young sons. She renamed herself “Suni” (“everlasting” in Quechua, the indigenous
Bolivian language), and “Paz” (“peace” in Spanish). She made a life as an educator, author,
and folksinger. Suni was signed to Folkways by Moses Asch and released her first album
with them in 1973. Her steadfast optimism and strong commitment to social justice has
inspired me and so many others interested in playing what she describes as “music with a

conscience.”

When | made my first album for Smithsonian Folkways in 2006, | was humbly aware
of the extraordinary family | was entering into, the world of what Moses Asch called “The
People’s Music.” To be in the home of so many musicians that | revere is something | will
never be fully able to wrap my head around! | felt then, and still feel, so grateful for the

chance to do my best, add my voice to the choir, and reach out across generations and
cultures to collaborate with other artists on the label. Suni Paz had long been a hero of
mine since the day | found a copy of her Folkways album Alerta Sings in a public library and
learned the song “Los Pollitos” from it. We became friends in 2008, after she accepted our
invitation to sing with us at a concert in Los Angeles, and the little seeds of Td eres mi flor
were planted.

Suni and | wanted to make an album that would serve both English- and Spanish-
speaking children. Ideally, we conceived of the project as both a useful language tool for
non-Spanish-speaking children, and a genuine attempt to adapt songs originally sung
in English into Spanish for Spanish-speaking children. We chose songs with themes of
harmony, songs that would encourage bridge building and compassion among people,

* Smithsonian Folkways




songs of gratitude and kindness. We gravitated toward songs with simple, repeated
imagery, so that these recordings could serve as tools for learning vocabulary and would
be easy for children of all ages to connect with. Although this album is not an academic
language tool, we hope that it will be a fun and helpful listening supplement in the home
and the classroom. The Spanish versions of these songs are adaptations, not direct
translations. Suni is a poet, and her approach to translation is musical and intuitive, driven
by her love of language. Since | am not a Spanish speaker myself, making this album has
gotten me started on my own path of learning, and singing with Suni Paz was a wonderful
way to begin.

Having Suni with us in our home while we made this album was a beautiful
experience. Her energy, enthusiasm, and vitality are unrivaled. She was ready to sing
at any hour, day or night. She would love to pass a guitar around the room and have
everyone sing something, coaxing even the shyest in the room to contribute. When it
was her turn to share, Suni would sing songs by Atahualpa Yupanqui, Violeta Parra, Silvio
Rodriguez, songs from small Andean mountain villages, adaptations of the poems of
Federico Garcia Lorca, and her own beautiful songs. We learned so much from her, and
will never forget the stories she told us about her extraordinary life and her inexhaustible
love of music, poetry, and the magic of childhood.

In 2010, when Suni and | began this collaboration, it was already becoming clear
that many of the threads that connect the peoples of North America and the world were
being pulled apart by practices like racial profiling and anti-immigrant sentiment. This
disturbing trend has escalated and has culminated in the divisive climate of the current

North American political landscape. This album is an offering to children, parents, and
teachers, with the hope that it will help, and not hinder, communication among all people.
We believe that learning each other’s languages and songs is a powerful way to come
together. Music can do the magic trick of dissolving boundaries between people while
honoring the differences and diversity that make true harmony possible. But | think Suni
articulates our hopes for this album far better than | can:

This recording is now—more than ever before—a necessity. We are living

in a historic time, in which Latinos, Hispanics, and all immigrants are being

disrespected and vilified, so honoring their language in songs is much

needed. Now is when we need to show the union of cultures, the sharing

of loving messages, humorous stories, cultural behaviors, and subtleties of

languages. Now both sides, the Hispanics and the North Americans, can

benefit from, share, and enjoy this unique album.
This is the album that | wish | had had with me in my classroom when | was a teacher.
| would have put it on every morning at circle time! Music is a powerful tool for teaching
many kinds of lessons, whether we are learning a new language or how to make a new
friend. We hope you enjoy this music as much as we enjoyed making it, and that it serves
you well. iCanta conmigo!

Elizabeth Mitchell
Woodstock, NY
September 2017



1. Thanks a Lot

Elizabeth Mitchell, vocal; Suni Paz, vocal;
Daniel Littleton, guitar; Byron Isaacs, bass

Born in Egypt to Armenian parents, Raffi made
his home in Canada and become a universally
adored troubadour of music for children. He
now fights tirelessly for children’s rights and
protection of our natural world through his
Centre for Child Honouring, based on Salt
Spring Island in British Columbia. He wrote this
beautiful song of gratitude, which Storey and |
used to sing together often when she was little.

Thanks a lot,
Thanks for the sun in the sky.

Thanks a lot,
Thanks for the clouds so high.

Thanks a lot,
Thanks for the whispering wind.

Special note about lyrics: translations are not direct,
word-for-word translations. In the event that the original
song was printed and sung in English, we have used the
original English lyrics.

Thanks a lot,
Thanks for the birds in the spring.

Thanks a lot,
Thanks for the moonlit night.

Thanks a lot,
Thanks for the stars so bright.

Thanks a lot,
Thanks for the wondering me.

Thanks a lot,
Thanks for the way | feel.

Thanks for the animals,

Thanks for the land,
Thanks for the people everywhere.

Thanks a lot,
Thanks for all I've got. (2x)

2. Hello

Suni Paz, vocal; Elizabeth Mitchell, vocal;
Daniel Littleton, guitar; Byron Isaacs, bass;
Clem Waldmann, drums; Jay Collins, flute;
Storey Littleton, vocal

Dan Zanes wrote this lively song celebrating
the simple act of greeting one another. Raised
in New Hampshire but with roots settled deeply
in Brooklyn, Dan is the pied piper of inclusion
and always finds a way to make everyone feel
welcome at the welcome table. He talks the talk
and walks the walk! His eclecticism, enthusiasm,
and knowledge of American and international
folk music has given a generation of families
the space to jump in and take part in creative
expression through song. Along with many
friends, he made a gorgeous record celebrating
Latin American culture in New York City, called
Nueva York!

Every day brings more than the day before.
Open any door and say: hello, hello, hello.
It’s the same bright sun, shines on everyone.
And though the clouds may come, just say:
Hello, hello, hello.

Every day is new, so wondrous and true,
And a friend comes wandering through
And says: hello, hello, hello.

| spy with my little eye.

My shoes grew wings and learned to fly
Up into the morning sky,

And they say: hello, hello, hello.



3. It's A Big World

Elizabeth Mitchell, vocal; Suni Paz, vocal; Daniel
Littleton, guitar; Zach Djanikian, piano; Jacob Silver,
bass; Robert DiPietro, percussion

| am so happy to include two songs on this
album by one of my most favorite duos, two
beautiful souls from southern California,
Renee and Jeremy. Their songs elegantly
express the complex emotions of childhood
with simplicity and grace.

Chorus:

It's a big world, baby, and you're little for

a little while.

It's a big world, baby; you can fiddle in

your own style.

It's a big sun. It’s a big tree. It's a big boat.
It’s a big sea.

It's a big dog. It's a big plane. It’s a big cloud
with a little bit of rain.

Chorus

It's a big house. It's a big chair. It's a big zoo.
It's a big bear.

It's a big street. It's a big car. It's a big sky with
pretty little stars.

Chorus

It's a small bug. It's a small shell. It's a small bird.

It's a small bell.

It's a small cup. It’s a small toy. It's a small girl.
It’s a small boy.

It's a small coin. It's a small ring. It's a big world
for every little thing.

Chorus

4. You Are My Sunshine

Suni Paz, vocal and guitar; Elizabeth Mitchell, vocal;
Daniel Littleton, guitar; David Levine, mandolin;
Jacob Silver, bass; Jerry Marotta, percussion

Suni brings her own spirited lilt to our
reimagining of this classic, a favorite American
popular song Suni's rhythmic magic on

the guitar was the driving force for this
arrangement.

You are my sunshine, my only sunshine.

You make happy when skies are grey.

You'll never know, dear, how much | love you.
Please don’t take my sunshine away.

The other night, dear, when | lay sleeping.
| dreamt | held you in my arms.

When | awoke, dear, | was mistaken,

So | hung my head and cried.




5. Under the Big
Chestnut Tree

Elizabeth Mitchell, vocal; Suni Paz, vocal; Storey
Littleton, vocal and harmonica; Daniel Littleton,
guitar and piano; David Levine, mandolin;

Clem Waldmann, drums

We learned this song when we traveled to
Japan as a family many years ago. Suni and

| were so excited about the idea of adapting
a folk song from Japanese to Spanish for
this album.

Under the big chestnut tree,
You and me, you and me:
We are playing happily,
Under the big chestnut tree.

6. Peace like

A River

Suni Paz, vocal; Elizabeth Mitchell, vocal; Storey Littleton,

vocal; Daniel Littleton, guitar and cuatro; Tessa Flores-
Lobos, vocal; Kirsten Jacobson, flute; Jacob Silver, bass;
Jerry Marotta, percussion

We have sung this song, an old American
spiritual, at every children’s concert that
we have ever played. Our show really isn't
complete unless we have sung this song, an
invocation of the peace, love, and joy within
each one of us.

I've got peace like a river (3x)
In my soul.

I've got peace like a river (3x)
In my soul.

I've got love like an ocean (3x)
In my soul.

I've got joy like a fountain (3x)
In my soul.
I've got joy like a fountain (3x)
In my soul.

7.A B C Song

Suni Paz, vocal, guitar and percussion; Storey Littleton,
vocal; Kirsten Jacobson flute

The alphabet gets a new spin in this playful
song, cowritten by Suni and Alma Flor Ada,

her dear friend and collaborator of 33 years.
Born in Cuba, when Alma Flor turned 15, she
chose to come the United States to attend
summer school instead of having a quinceafiera
celebration. Alma is a trailblazer of bilingual and
multicultural education, a professor emerita,
and a prolific author of award-winning books
for adults and children. | dare you to find a song
about the alphabet that is more fun to sing!

A,B,C,CH,D

E,F,G,H,I,

Jay, Key, L, Double L, M

N, Efe, O, P, Q

R,S, U,V

Double U, X and Y.

| already know the ABC,

And soon | will graduate, | know!

| know those letters, really, by heart.

Soon | will receive a doctor’s diploma.

| learned my ABC just in an hour.
Soon | will become a woman doctor.

(Go back to the beginning, up to
And soon | will graduate, | know!)



10.Sing with Me

Elizabeth Mitchell, vocal; Suni Paz, vocal; Anna
Padgett, vocal; Simi Stone, vocal; Dan Zanes,
mandolin and vocal; Sonia de los Santos, vocal;
Storey Littleton, vocal; Daniel Littleton, guitar;
Jacob Silver, bass

My friend Anna Padgett grew up both in Let’s sing together. | always want you
Houston, Texas, and Baton Rouge, Louisiana; Sing with me. To sing with me.
she now makes her home in Brooklyn, New
York. Sometime during the making of this album
the phrase canta conmigo came into my head,
and | asked her if she could write a song with The blue, pink, and Let’s dance together.
that title. She is a fantastic songwriter and yellow flowers | want to dance

an amazing kindergarten teacher at the Blue All want you to sing with you.

Let’s dance together. Let's sing together.
| want to dance with you.  Sing with me.

School, a school founded by the Blue Man with me. ol <l el
Group in New York City.

| like the rain.
The sun is my friend.

The weather doesn’t
matter
To a bird in his nest.

| feel so happy
When | am with you.

yellow flowers,
They all want you to
sing with me.

I love it when you
Sing with me.




n. To Everyone in All the World

Elizabeth Mitchell, vocal; Suni Paz, guitar and vocal;
Sonia de los Santos, jarana and vocal; Dan Zanes,
cuatro and vocal; Daniel Littleton, harmonium and
guitar; Jacob Silver, bass; Jerry Marotta, percussion

Written in 1956, this song by Pete Seeger is
about the power of extending your hand as a
form of communication when you don't share
a common language with someone. Pete did
so many amazing things with his hands in his
lifetime: he wrote songs to unite the world,
played the banjo with mastery, and even built a
log cabin on top of a mountain in Beacon, New
York, where he made his home with his wife,
Toshi, and their children. Suni and | are joined
here by our friends Dan Zanes and Sonia de los
Santos. Sonia has a glorious record, Mi Vigje:
De Nuevo Ledn to the New York Island, which
she released on Dan Zanes's label, Festival
Five Records.

To everyone in all the world
| reach my hand, | shake their hand.
To everyone in all the world

| shake their hand like this.

All, all together, the whole wide world around.
I may not know their lingo, but | can say
by jingo,

No matter where you live, we can shake hands.

Elizabeth Mitchell, vocal; Suni Paz, vocal; Daniel
Littleton, guitar and piano; Ruthy Ungar, fiddle;
Clem Waldmann, drums

Ella Jenkins, known as the First Lady of
Children’s Music, grew up on the south side of
Chicago, and although she has traveled and
sung for children all over the world for more
than 50 years, she still makes Chicago her
home. This is her best-known song, from her
1966 Folkways album of the same title, You'll
Sing a Song and I'll Sing a Song.

12. You’ll Sing a Song and I'll Sing a Song

You'll sing a song, and I'll sing a song,
And we'll sing a song together.

You'll sing a song, and I'll sing a song,
In warm or wintry weather.

You'll play a tune, and I'll play a tune,
And we'll play a tune together.

You'll play a tune, and I'll play a tune,
In warm or wintry weather.



14. John the Rabbit

Elizabeth Mitchell, vocal; Storey Littleton, vocal;
Daniel Littleton, guitar and banjo; Ruthy Ungar, fiddle;
Zach Djanikian, mandolin; Jerry Marotta, percussion

This song was our first attempt at bringing
Spanish into our performances. When Storey
was about nine years old, she would sing the
lead in Spanish, and | would sing “Si, sefiora.”
Her Spanish has always been much better than
mine, as she has been studying it in school since
pre-kindergarten! Big love and thanks to her
favorite Spanish teachers, the lovely Georgina
Aragon and Victor Lissabet.

Oh, John the rabbit,

Yes, ma'am

Got a mighty habit
Yes, ma'am

Jumping in my
garden
Yes, ma'am

Cutting down my
cabbage
Yes, ma'am

My sweet potatoes
Yes, ma'am

My fresh tomatoes
Yes, ma'am

And if | live
Yes, ma’'am

To see next fall
Yes, ma’'am

| ain’t gonna have it
Yes, ma'am

No garden at all
No ma'am!!!




15. Love and Care

Suni Paz, guitar and vocal; Sonia de los Santos, voice;
Daniel Littleton, guitar; Bill Vanaver, guitar;
Jacob Silver, bass; Jerry Marrotta, percussion

Suni wrote this lovely song of friendship and
affection as a dedication to the teachers,
children, and caregivers who listen to her music.
In her song, she asks that we all love and care
for ourselves and for each other.

Put a little bit of love and care in everything
you do. (2x)
Your love will shine in your eyes. (3x)

Put a little bit of love and care in everything
you do. (2x)
Your soul will peer from your eyes. (3x)

Put a little bit of love and care in everything
you do. (2x)
Your love will shine in your eyes. (3x)

(Repeat the whole song)

Note: The word amor can be changed, and
you can use alegria/joy, alma/soul, and so forth.

16. Three Little Birds

Elizabeth Mitchell, voice; Suni Paz, vocal;

Daniel Littleton, piano, guitar and vocal; Byron Isaacs,
bass; Clem Waldmann, drums; Mark Greenberg,
celeste; Storey Littleton, vocal

This song is so universally loved it needs little in the
way of introduction. Bob Marley, a Jamaican national
treasure, innovator, and popularizer of reggae,

gave us this song about three little birds and the
comforting message they sang to him one morning.
Since he composed songs about the struggle for
political and spiritual liberation, with lyrics that stood
strongly and explicitly against the oppression of
racism, poverty, hunger, and the abuse of power, this
nursery-rhyme-like, encouraging song is particularly
meaningful to all his fans around the world.

Woke up this morning, smiled with the rising sun.
Three little birds by my doorstep

Singing a sweet song,

A melody pure and true,

Singing: “This is my message to you.”

“Don’t worry, about a thing
Cause every little thing is gonna be alright.” (2x)

17. Blue Clouds

Suni Paz, vocal; Elizabeth Mitchell, vocal;
Daniel Littleton, guitar; David Levine, mandolin;
Jerry Marrotta, percussion

Daniel wrote this lullaby full of dreamlike
imagery for Storey when she was three years
old and we were touring with our band around
the United States. As we traveled, this song
gave her a sense of home, no matter where
we were. Daniel was thrilled that Suni had
translated it into Spanish; they discussed many
of the mysterious and magical images in the
song. Not so easy to translate! But Suni was up
to the task, and we loved singing it together.

Goodnight, my darlin’.

Silver moon is on the rise.

| love you more than a thousand suns,
The morning rain on a butterfly’s wings.

Goodnight, my darlin’.

Holy river shining bright.

Step to the gate, don't be late.
All of your dreams await you.

Goodnight, my darlin’.

Don'’t you worry your head.

The blue clouds in the golden sky,
The jaybird singing with the fireflies.

A blanket of stars on the back of your eyes.
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Songs for Children en Espafiol SFW CD 45075

ELIZABETH MITCHELL and SUNI PAZ

TU FLOR

Td eres mi flor is a sunny collection of songs sung in Spanish by beloved children’s artists Elizabeth Mitchell and
Suni Paz. Featuring many well-known American folk songs that have been adapted for the enjoyment of both
Spanish- and English-speaking children, these songs are filled with simple, repeated imagery, ideal for learning
vocabulary; they're also fun and easy to sing! Universal themes of harmony, compassion, gratitude, and
kindness underscore the duo’s firm belief that learning each other’s languages and songs is a powerful way to
come together. 35 MINUTES, 40-PAGE BOOKLET WITH BILINGUAL NOTES AND LYRICS IN ENGLISH AND SPANISH.

. Gracias mil / Thanks a Lot 214 10. Canta conmigo / Sing with Me 2.03
. Hola / Hello 327 11. A Todos en el mundo entero /
. Es un mundo grande / It's a Big World 220 To Everyone in all the World 208
. Td eres mi sol / You Are My Sunshine 230 12. Cantaras una cancién /
. Bajo el fuerte arbol de la nuez / You'll Sing a Song and I'll Sing a Song 128
Under the Big Chestnut Tree 7 13. Con los animals sé gentil / Be Kind to Animals 127
. Paz como un rio / Peace Like a River 232 14. Juan el conejo / John the Rabbit 143
. Abecedario / A B C Song 139 15. Amor y corazén / Love and Care 1.46
. Mantra nocturna / Night Mantra 2.06 16. Tres pajaritos / Three Little Birds 226
. Rema, rema, rema el bote / 17. Nubes azules / Blue Clouds 2:58
Row, Row, Row Your Boat 136
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