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Zydeco Sont Pas Salés (Lyrics/Pronunciation/Translation) 
Performed by Clifton Chenier, Translation by Ann Allen Savoy 

Key of G 
 

Verse 1:           Translation : 
 

 
 
 
 
 

                     G 
O,    o,   maman 
Oh, Oh, mah-mahn 
                                             G 
Quoi  t’as fait avec      ton   nég 
Kwah tah fay ah-vehk tohn nehg 

                                 G 
Zydeco        est pas  salés     
Zah-dee koh ay pah sah-lay 

                                 G 
Zydeco        est pas  salés     
Zah-dee koh ay pah sah-lay 

                                   D 
T’as volé      mon traineau 
Tah voh-lay mohn treh-noh 

                                 G 
T’as volé      mon traineau 
Tah voh-lay mohn treh-noh 

                              G 
‘Garde hip  et  taiaut      
Gahrd hihp ay tahee-yoh 

                              G 
‘Garde hip  et  taiaut      
Gahrd hihp ay tahee-yoh 

                              D 
‘Garde hip  et  taiaut 
Gahrd hihp ay tahee-yoh 

                             G 
‘Garde hip  et  taiaut 
Gahrd hihp ay tahee-yoh 

Hey, everything’s okay? 
-But it’s good, boy 
-Everything’s great? 
Oh yeah, let me have some fun with that! 
-Oh, man, let’s zydeco 
Let’s run it and have a good time 

 
Oh, Mama 
 
 
What did you do with your man? 
 
 
 
The snap beans aren’t salty 
 
 
The snap beans aren’t salty 
 
 

They stole my sled 

 

They stole my sled 

 
 
Come a hip and a hound 
 
 

Come a hip and a hound 
 
 
Come a hip and a hound 
 
 

Come a hip and a hound 
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Verse 2: 

                     G 
O,    o,   maman 
Oh, Oh, mah-mahn 

                     G 
O,    o,   maman 
Oh, Oh, mah-mahn 

                  D 
He, maman 
Ay,  mah-mahn 

                     G 
O,    o,   maman 
Oh, Oh, mah-mahn 

                              G 
‘Garde hip  et  taiaut      
Gahrd hihp ay tahee-yoh 

                              G 
‘Garde hip  et  taiaut      
Gahrd hihp ay tahee-yoh 

 
 

 
Oh mama 
 
 

Oh mama 
 
 

Hey, mama 
 
 
Oh mama 
 
 

They stole my sled 

 

They stole my sled 

 
  


