Mudu / Hat N6i

As performed by the Ca Tru Thai Ha Ensemble in Hanoi on December 14, 2014.
Recorded and translated by Barley Norton.

The Ca Tru Théi Ha Ensemble
Nguyén Thiy Hoa, vocal and phdch
Nguyén Manh Tién, dan day lute

Nguyén Vin Mui, trong chdu praise drum

The song text is based on a renowned poem by Duong Khué (1836—-1898) called “Hong Hong

Tuyét Tuyét.”

Muou

Non xanh xanh, nuéc xanh xanh
Som tinh tinh s6m, trua tinh tinh trua
Niam cho 4y ai thang doi nim cho

Ma nguoi ngdy ay bay gio 1a day

Hat Noi

Hoéng Hong Tuyét Tuyét

Mo6i ngay nao chua biét cai chi chi
Mudi 1dm nam tham thoit c6 xa gi
Ngoanh mat lai d3 toi ky to liu

Nga lang du thi quan thuong thiéu

Quan kim htra gia nga thanh 6ng
Cuoi cuoi ndi noi then thung

Ma bach phat véi hong nhan chung ai
ngai

Riéng mot tha Thanh Son di lai

Khéo ngay ngay dai dai vai tinh

Dan ai mét tiéng duong tranh

Green mountains, blue water
It is early, then it becomes late
I have been waiting for years

But now you are here

Hong Hong Tuyét Tuyét [singer’s name]

It seems just recently that you knew nothing
Fifteen years have passed in no time at all
In a flash you have come of age

When we met in the past you were still a
child

Now I am an old man
We smile and speak but we are not at ease

Between white hair and rosy cheeks, our
talk is halting

My only joy now is to visit the ca tru singing
house

I have become foolish with love

Who is playing the lute?



