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HAITIAN RARA AND DOMINICAN GAGA

Notes by Verna Gillis and Gage Averill

RARA

1. Notre Dame de 7 Doleurs 2:11
2. Vapeur 5:10

3. Carrefour de Fort 5:13

4. Cemetery at Bizoton 6:53

5. Tallon 9:37

6. Notre Dame de 7 Doleurs 13:35
7. Tallon 7:35

GAGA

8. Main Street of Haina 1:56
9. Lechuga 6:02

10. Andres Boca Chica 5:42
11. Elias Pina 1:44

12. Haina 2:49

13. Haina 2:49

14. Andres Boca Chica 3:04

SMITHSONIAN FOLKWAYS RECORDS

Folkways Records was one of the
largest independent record compa-
nies of the mid-twentieth century.
Founded by Moses Asch in 1947 and
run as an independent company
until its sale in 1987, Folkways was
dedicated to making the world of
sound available to the public. Nearly
2,200 titles were issued, including a
great variety of music, children’s
songs, world music, literature, poet-
1y, stories, documentaries, language
instruction and science and nature
sounds.

The Smithsonian acquired
Folkways in order to ensure that the
sounds and the genius of the artists
would continue to be available to
future generations. Every title is
being kept in print and new record-

ings are being issued. Administered
by the Smithsonian’s Office of Folklife
Programs, Folkways Records is one of
the ways the Office supports cultural
conservation and continuity, integrity,
and equity for traditional artists and
cultures.

Several hundred Folkways record-
ings are distributed by Rounder Re-
cords. The rest are available on cas-
sette by mail order from the Smith-
sonian Institution. For information
and catalogs telephone 202/287-3252
or write:

Folkways

Office of Folklife Programs

955 LEnfant Plaza, Suite 2600
Smithsonian Institution
Washington, D.C. 20560 U.S.A.
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Throughout the week before
Easter, roads all over Haiti swell
with bands of revelers, dancers,
singers and percussionists, travel-
ling from vodou temples to their
villages. Rara and gaga are wildly
festive sounds, featuring unusual
percussion and wind instru-
ments, and often bawdy lyrics.
These remastered recordings
[rom the streets, plazas and
cemeteries of Haiti and the
Dominican Republic are accom-
panied by extensive notes by
Verna Gillis and Gage Averill.

Smithsonian
Folkways

Smithsonian/Folkways Recordings
Office of Folklife Programs

955 L'Enfant Plaza, Suite 2600
Smithsontan Institution
Washington DC 20560

2140 USA « Printed in Canada

1991 Smithsonian/Folleways Recordings * Nationally distributed by Rounder Records * One Camp Street » Cambridge. Massachusetts

,)53

VOVO NVOININOA B VIVI NVILIVH :STIATI NVAIIINY

0+0+ AS dD






